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HERODOTUS. 

' - -« 

• ' * * • . j • ' 

• * i ' * * 

E RODOTUSy or as others write 
it Erodotus , is the moft ancient of 
the Greek Hiftorians, whofe Works 
have reached our hands; and tho’ in. 
fome parts of his Hiftory there ap- 
pear fome Particulars which feem 
fabulous, which he relates on the Credit of others, 
and which he himfelf acknowledges to be dubious 
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and incredible; that cannot deprive his Work of 
the Character of a real Hiftory, nor can it be de- 
nied, that he has faithfully tranfmitted whatever 
he could poflibly attain any certain Knowledge 
of, with regard to the ancient Hiftory of the 
Egyptians, AJJyrians, Medes , Lydians and Greeks. 
He fpared no Pains to collect the beft Informa- 
tion that could be had. To that end, he travel- 
led into Egypt, faw all the principal Cities, care- 
fully viewed the chief Curiofities and moft re- 
markable Places ; and converfed with the Priefts 
of that Country, who informed him of their 
ancient Hiftory, and acquainted him with their 
Cuftoms facrea and civil. Indeed, he fpeaks of 
their religious Rites with fuch Plainnefs and 
Clearnefs in fome Cafes, and fuch Referve and 
Reverence in others, that I am apt to believe 
he was initiated into their Ceremonies, and con- 
fecrated a Prieft of fome of their Orders. He 
likewife vifited feveral Parts of Greece , Thrace 
and Scythia: He went to Babylon and Tyre, and 
was in Arabia and Palejline. Thus, being ac- 
quainted with the moft famous Countries, and 
valuable Things, and knowing the moft confi- 
derable Perfons of the Age, he applied himfelf 
to write the Hiftory of the Greeks and Barba- 
rians', and performed the noble Work with that 
Judgment, Faithfulnefs and Eloquence, that 
gained him univerfal Applaufe and Appro- 
bation. 

This great Writer, .according to Pamphyla , 
cited by Aulus Gellius, muft be born in the firft 
Year of the feventy-fourth Olympiad, fince he 
was Fifty-three at the Beginning of the Pelopon - 
nejian War* and but four Years old when 
Jfarxes marched into Greece. There is no room 

leff 


HERODOTUS. -f 

left to doubt the Place of his Birth, lince he 
has himfelf inferted in the Beginning of his 
Work, both his Name and Country, This is the 
Hi/lory of Herodotus of Halicarnaflus, a City of 
that Part of Greece called Doris, a Region con- 
fining on the Meleans : So that we need not have 
recourfe to Dionyfius of Halicarnajfus , or any 
other Authors, to find what Countryman he was. 
But it is yet neceflary to obferve, that he was 
alfo fornamed the Thurian ; the Reafon of which 
Strabo gives to this purpofe : Herodotus , the Hi- 
ftorian, was of Halicarnajfus, and afterwards 
called the Thurian , becaufe he went into Italy 
with a Colony fent by the Athenians to build a 
City, which they called Tlmrium, near the Ruins 
of the ancient Sibaris. Hence it is, that the Em- 
peror fulian , in one of his Epiftles, calls him 
the Thurian Hiftorian. 

W e are not fo certainly informed of the 
Names of his Father and Mother, tho’ the com- 
mon Opinion, according to Suidas , was, that the 
Name of his Father was Lyxus , and Dryo that of 
his Mother j but, that we are wholly ignorant 
of his Circumftances and Fortune. ’Tis yet 
laid, that his Parents were of a genteel Family, 
and that he had a Brother named Theodorus . 
The City of Halicarnajfus being at that time 
under the Domination of Lygdamis , Grand-fon 
of Artemifia Queen of Carta , Herodotus quitted? 
his Country in fearch of that Liberty which is 
neceflary to learned Men, and retired to Samos j. 
from whence' he travelled to Egypt , Italy , and: 
through all Greece \ and- in his Travels, as was* 
obferved before, acquired the Knowledge of tho 
Origin and Hiftory of Nations. He then be- 
gan his Hiftory j and having: laboured in that 
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Work in the Ifie of Samos , he returned to his 
own Country, expelled the Tyrant, and finding 
himfelf for that Reafon expofed to the Envy of 
his Fellow-Citizens, went into Greece. 

The principal Defign which he propofed in 
his Hiftory, was, to write the Perfian Wars a- 
gainft the Greeks , from the Reign of Cyrus to 
that of Xerxes ; but he alfo extended it to the 
Hiftory of other Nations. Tho’ his Hiftory ends 
with the Battle of Plate e and Mytale , it doth 
not begin before the eighth Year of the Reign 
of Xerxes , nor end till the P eloponnefian War, as 
he has obferved in feVeral Places ; amongft others, 
in his fevcnth Book, where he fays, that long 
after Xerxes returned to the Lacedemonians the 
Embafladors which had been fent to him to ferve 
as Reprifals for thofe which were killed at Sparta , 
he ftirred up a War betwixt the P eloponnefians 
and the Athenians , which he believed to have 
been raifed by the Wrath of God; becaufe the 
Athenians killed the Embafladors which the La- 
cedemonians fent into Afta , which happened in 
the fecond Year of the P eloponnefian War. He 
touches on this again in his Ninth Book, where 
he fays, that in the War which long after broke 
out between the Athenians and P eloponnefians, the 
Lacedemonians ravaging the Athenian Territories, 
fpared Decelaa ; which, Thucydides fays, hap- 
pened in the nineteenth Year of the P elopon- 
nefian War, and the laft Year of the Ninety- 
firft Olympiad. Yet Eufebius on the Eighty- 
third Olympiad obferves, that he that Year re- 
cited his Books at Athens , in the Feftival of the 
Panathenea. Others fay, that it was at Olympus 
in the Aflembly of the Olympic Games ; both of 
which may be true : For Herodotus , after having 
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recited fome Parts of his Hiftory at the Olympic 
Games the firft Year of the Eighty-third Olym- 
piad, might come to Athens and recite them at 
the Panathenasa , where it was much more proper 
than at the Olympic Games ; becaufe Homer’s 
Verfes were recited there, and Crowns and Re- 
wards beftowed on thofe who fucceeded well. 
It is not known whether it was at Olympus or 
Athens , that (as ’tis faid) Thucydides was fo- 
touched with Emulation, that he refolved to 
undertake the writing of a Hiftory, and en- 
deavour to equal or excel Herodotus . Eufebius 

obferves in his Chronicle, that it was in the 
fourth Year of the Eighty-third Olympiad, 
that Herodotus recited his Hiftory at Athens , 
but it muft have been the third Year; for in 
that fame Year he was fent, as we have already 
hinted, to Thurii. Pliny fays, he compiled his 
Hiftory in the Year of the Foundation of Rome 
Three Hundred, which cannot be wholly true, 
fince he recited it at Athens four Years before. 
But how will that agree with what we have 
alledged, that there are mentioned Events which 
happened in the fecond and nineteenth Years of 
the Peloponnejian W ar, that is fixteen and twen- 
five Y ears after ? 

This is yet not difficult to conceive, if we 
read what Lucian tells us of the great Addrefs 
which our Author made ufe of to raife a great 
Reputation over all Greece , in a fmall time, and 
with Eafe. Herodotus , fays he, having left Caria 
to go into Greece , employed his Thoughts in con- 
triving Methods, by which in a fmall time, 
without much Trouble, he might acquire a large 
ftock of Glory and Reputation for his Perfon 
and Works. He forefaw it would be a tedious 
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and fatiguing Tafk, to go to the refpccStive Pla- 
ces, and recite them to the Corinthians , Athenians , 
Argives and Lacedamonians , he imagined that he 
ought to find them all aflembled together ; it 
happened very luckily, that they were then all 
going to celebrate the Olympian Games. He 
concluded this Time very proper for the Execu- 
tion of his Defign, and that he had met with 
the Opportunity which he was in queft of ; for 
he fhould now find a vaft Concourfe of the 
principal and moft fele£t People of all Greece. 
He appeared then on the Theatre, not as a bare 
Spectator, but in order to commence an A£tor 
in the Olympicks , reciting his Hiftories and charm- 
ing the Auditory ; which occafioned the giving 
of the Names of the Nine Mufes to his Books. 
This rendred him more famous than even thofe 
who bore away the Prizes in the Olympic Games. 
None were ignorant of the Name of Herodotus , 
nor was there a fingle Perfon in Greece who had 
not either feen him at the Olympicks , or heard 
thofe fpeak of him that came from thence. So 
that in what Place foever he came, the Inha- 
bitants pointed with their Finger, faying. This 
is that Herodotus who has written the Perjian 
Wars in the Ionic Dialed : This is he who has 
celebrated our Victories. Thus the Harveft 
which he reaped from his Hiftories, was the 
receiving in one Aflembly the general Applaufe 
of all Greece } and the founding his F ame, not 
only in one Place and by a fingle Trumpet, but 
in all the Cities of Greece by as many Mouths 
as there had been Spe&ators in that Affembly. 
This may help us to comprehend, that Hero- 
dotus did not recite the whole Nine Books of his 
Hiftory in one continued Series in the Olympic 
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Aflemblies, but only Tome Parts of them, and 
thofe Places which concerned the Greeks. He 
did not then publilh die entire Body, but only 
Ihewed fome Specimen of this Work; which he 
might afterwards retouch and finilh, when at 
Thurii. But thefe two Paflages, which we have 
alledged, fhew, that he lived a long Time 
after. For, if the laft of them is really his, 
which there is no room "to doubt, it follows, that 
he did not put his laft Hand to this Work till 
after the Nineteenth Year of the P elaportnefian 
War, that is the fourth. Year of the Ninety-firft 
Olympiad , when he was aged about Seventy-two 
Years. Scaliger computes his Age, making him to 
have lived precifely theSpace of thirteen Olympiads, 
that is, Fifty-two Years : For fo long lived the 
fweeteft Mufe of Ionia , as he calls him ; and then 

P oes on thus : He is the moft antient Writer in 
rofe that is now extant, the Treafury of the Gre- 
cian and Barbarian Antiquities ; an Author never 
to be out of the Hands of the Learned, nor. to be 
touched by the Half-learned, the Pedagogues and 
the Apes of Learning. 

He divided his Work into Nine Books, and 
gave to each of them the Name of one of the 
NineMufes: For ’tis much more probable, that 
he himfelf called them by thofe Names, than 
that, as Lucian imagines, other Perfons beftowed 
thofe Titles upon them, moved thereto by the 
Efteem they had for them. This Cafe is dif- 
ferent from that of the Three Orations and Nine 
- Epiftles of Mfchines , which are called by the 
Names of the Three Graces , and the Nine Mufes ; 
but they do not bear thofe Names in their Ti- 
tles. Several, fince Herodotus , in Imitation of 
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him, have given the Names of the Mufes to the 
Books of their Works. 

The Style of this Writer has been admired by 
all acquainted with Antiquity. Cicero , the beft 
Judge that can be alledged in this Cafe, fays in 
his Second Book of the Orator* that Herodotus 
is fo eloquent that nothing pleafed him more ; 
and in his Brutus , that his Style is free from all 
Harfhnefs, and glides along like the Waters of a 
ftill River : And, to fhew his Efteem, he ufes 
the higheft Expreflion the Roman Language is 
capable of, ftyling him The Father of H'jlcry ; 
not becaufe he was the moft ancient, for befides 
others of lefs Fame, Hellanicus of Mitylene , and 
Charon of Lampfacus , were before him ; but judg- 
ing him the Prince of Hiftorians, he gave him the 
Title of Father , which the Romans ever ufed to 
denote a Perfon moft illuftrious and highly de- 
ferring of the Commonwealth. Quintilian, who 
was an excellent Critick, gives the fame Judg- 
ment. As for Herodotus , fays he, befides the 
flowing Sweetnefs of his Style, even the Dialect 
itfelf, which he ufes, has a certain Grace ; fo 
that it feems to contain concealed Numbers. 
Several have wrote Hiftory well, but no Man 
doubts there are two Hiftorians preferable to all 
the reft: They have two different Qualities, 
which deferve very near the fame Efteem. 
Thucydides is clofe, concife, and fometimes 
even crouds himfelf ; Herodotus is fweet, natural 
and prolix. The firft is more proper for thofe 
whofe Paffions are quick; the fecond for thofe 
who are fedate : The one excels in Orations, 
the other in Narrations ; the one has more Force, 
the other more Delicacy. If we appeal to the 
Judgment of Hiftorians, Dion tells us, that his 
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Difcourfe is grave and delicate ; Dlonyfius of 
Halicarnaffus , that he is the Model of the Ionic 
Dialed, as Thucydides is of the Attic. And 
defending to Particulars concerning his Style, he 
thus defcribes it: Herodotus very much fur- 
palled all others in the Choice of his Words, and 
Juftice of his Compofition, and the Variety of 
his Figures. His Difcourfe is compofed in fuch 
a manner that it refembles an excellent Poem in 
its perfuafive Art, and that charming Grace 
which pleafes in the higheft degree. He has not 
omitted any of the beautiful and great Qualities, 
unlefs it be in that manner of Writing adapted to 
Contefts and Difputes ; either becaufe he was 
naturally not made for it, or that he defpifed it 
as not agreeable to Hiltory : For he doth not 

make ufe of a great Number of Orations, nor 
Speeches to promote Contention, nor has he the 
neceffary Force requifite to excite the Pafiions 
and amplify and augment Things. But it may 
jullly be faid, that in Recompenfe his Narrations 
are eloquent and agreeable ; that his Defcriptions 
are exa£l, natural' and faithful j and his Reflec- 
tions beautiful and judicious. In Ihort, through- 
out his Work there appears the noble Simplicity 
and charming Sincerity, which are the molt 
efl'ential Qualities of a good Hiltory. Dionyfius 
extols the Happinefs of this Writer, in chuling 
a Subject of the greateft Dignity, that the wed 
his Country in the utmolt Glory, and proved to 
a Demonltration by the uniform Succefles of the 
Battles of Marathon , Salamis , Plattea and Mycale , 
that Superiority of Numbers was but a feeble 
Defence to the great King, of Perfta , againft the 
military Virtue and excellent Difcipline of the 
Grecians . He commends the Smoothnefs and 
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unaffeded Simplicity of his Narration, the De- 
. cency of his Speeches molt artfully adapted to the 
Character of every Perfon, together with the 
beautiful Order and Compofition of his Hiftory, 
which, by following Things, not Time, ever 
charms to the laft Syllable, and leaves the Rea-- 
der with a Defire of more : Preferring him to 
Thucydides in every thing, except Brevity, Vehe- 
mence and clofe Reafoning. , 

HERODOTUS , fays Rapin, is not every 
where over-exad, becaufe he took in too much 
Matter ; but {till I find him of Sincerity more 
than ordinary, fince he treats of the Greeks and 
Barbarians , thofe of his own Country and Stran- 
gers, without the leaft Shew of Partiality. Yet 
he ftiays too much, he frequently leaves his 
Matter to amufe himfelf with tedious Digrefiions, 
■which are for the moft part forced and unnatural, 
wherein he follows the Example of Homer , but 
with lefs Succefs. Longinus obferves, that he has 
fo perfedly imitated Homer in his Dialed:, that 
he deferves the Name of Omerikotatos. 

As to the Truth of his Hiftory, it muft be 
owned, that Herodotus has been accufed by feveral 
Authors, of not always clofely following it. 
Ctefias fufpeds him in the Hiftories of the Medes 
and AfJ'yrians. Manethon cenfures his Egyptian 
Hiftory. And it is true, that what he relates 
before Pfammetychus , and on the Credit of o- 
thers, is not very certain, which he confefles 
himfelf. ’Tis faid, that Thucydides had Hero~ 
dot us in his eye, when he cenfured thofe Hifto- 
ries which were compiled for no other End than 
to divert the Reader ; and which, though they 
pleafed him at the Moment, yet left him with- 
out any Fruit of his Reading. Strabg particu- 
larly 
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Iarly accufes our Author of this Fault : He tells us, 
that Herodotus trifles very agreeably, interweaving 
extraordinary Events with his Narration to fupply 
the Place of Song, Verfe and Ornament. "Juvenal 
alfo aims at him, when he fays thdt Ships failed 
over Mount /Atbos, and that the Grecian Hiftory 
was full of Lyes ; 


■ ■ ■ ■ Creditur olim 

Velificatus Athos, dsf quicquid Graecia mendax 
Audet in Hi/loria. 

But none have ventured to attack the Fidelity 
of Herodotus with fo much Freedom as Plutarch ; 
and his Judgment would be of great Weight if he 
had not himfelf declared that the Intereft of his 
Country had engaged him in the Difpute. Hero- 
dotus relates, that in Xerxes’s Expedition, the 
"Thebans , to efcape their Ruin, abandoned the 
Common Caufe, and joined with the Perftans. - 
Tho’ this Fadt was true, and Demojlhenes after- 
wards reproached the Thebans with it, yet Plutarch 
being a Native of Cheronaa , a Theban / City, 
could not bear this Affront to his Countrymen, 
but in revenge difcharged his Choler againft the 
Difcoverer of the bafe Cowardice of his Ance- 
ftors, in a Book wrote exprefly for that purpofe, 
and intitled. Of the Malignity of Herodotus. But 
the Particulars which he objects againft him, are 
either trifling, or fuch as Herodotus took upon the 
Credit of others, and is not obliged to anfwer 
for them ; or laftly, Plutarch himfelf, though he 
blames, was miftaken in the Truth of them. In 
a word, he betrays a great deal of Puerility and 
- perverfe Affectation in that Work. 
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On the other Side, all Greece by their folemfi 
Approbation gave ample Teftimony of the Fide^ 
lity of Herodotus , in a 7'ime when moft of the 
Facts bv him related were very well known. 
In his Book there appears a manifeft Character 
pf Sincerity, which even his Enemies have been 
forced to acknowledge. He examines the Truth 
of the Fa£ta, which he relates ; he lays down ' 
the different Sentiments, and endeavours to dif- 
cover the true one. When he relates extraor- 
dinary Events, he tells us that he took them from 
the Accounts of others ; he then declares which 
he fufpects, and which he believes falfc ; adding, 
As ’ tis fetid. As I have heard , This does not J'eem 
at all probable, Thofe who made thefe Stories relate. 
And he lays down for a Rule, that he writes 
thofe Things which others report j but that they 
ought not to be depended on, any farther than 
they are probable j that the Character of an 
Hiftorian obliges him to relate what he had 
heard, but that he ought not to believe that all 
that hath been told him is true. After thefe 
Precautions how can he be accufed of Lying, 
when he relates incredible and fabulous Things 
on the Credit of others ? It cannot be denied, 
but that it was in his Power to acquaint himfelf 
with the Grecian Hiftory, and that what he wrote 
(fome Exaggerations excepted) was true. Nor 
ought his Abridgment of the Lydian Hiftory any 
more to be fufpected, ftnee that Empire was by 
Situation a Neighbour to the Afiatic Greeks, a- 
mong whom Herodotus was born ; and the Ly- 
dian Kings having long warred againft the 
Greeks , and being fometimes obliged to invoke 
their Aid, their Hiftory was in a fort interwq- 
yen with that of the Greeks . Befides, Herodotus 

was 
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"was born not above fixty Years after the De- 
ftru&ion of the Lydian Empire ; fo that it was 
not poffible that the Hiftory of that Nation 
fhould be unknown to the neighbouring Greeks. 
He feems very candid in his Egyptian Hiftory, 
for he ingenuoufly owns, that all that he relates 
before PJ'ammetychus is uncertain, and that he je- 
ports it only on the Credit of the Egyptian Priefts, 
on whom he did not much depend. Thofe, 
fays he, who will conclude thefe Things are true, 
are free to believe them : As for me, I only re- 
port what has been told me by feveral Perfons. 
Thofe Things, fays he again, as weft as others 
which have been related to me, feem to be ar- 
rant Fables* His Hiftory of the JJfyrians and 
Medes does not at all agree with that which the 
modern Chronologifts have followed, but almoft 
all the Ancients have given Herodotus the Prefe- 
rence ; and feveral have attempted to reconcile 
them. In his Perfian Hiftory, in many Particu- 
lars, he differs from Xenophons Cyropesdia ; but we 
ought to obferve here what Cicero fays of the latter 
Piece, that it was not written with the exact Fide- 
lity of an Hiftorian, but to lay down a Model of 
a juft Empire. 

The only remaining Work of Herodotus 
now extant, is his Hiftory in Nine Books, 
refpectively intitled with the Names of the 
Nine Mufes. His chief Defign was to compile 
the Hiftory of the Perfian War againft the 
Greeks , which might have been intitled a Per- 
fian Hiftory, or Perftca, according to ancient 
Cuftom. The fame Subject was treated on by 
Dionyfus of Miletus , Hellanicus of Mitylene , and 
Charon of Lampfacus ; but the Labours of thefe 
Authors did not divert him from undertaking a 

new 
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new Work ; being perfuaded that he was better 
qualified for fuch an Attempt than they j in - 
which he was not deceived in the Judgment of 
Tbeopbrajius , according to the Teftimony of 
Cicero in his Orator , where, fpeaking of Herodotus 
and Thucydides , he fays, they were the fir ft, as 
Tbeopbrajius obferves, who raifed Hiftory, and 
taught it a more copious and ornamental Style, 
lhan the Authors that preceded them. Herodotus 
promifes, in two Places of his firft Book, to write 
the Hiftory of AJfyria : There have reigned, fays 
he, feveral other Kings of Babylon, (whom I (hall 
mention in my Hiftory of AJfyria). And in an- 
other Place : Thus the Medes retook the Empire, 
and what they were formerly pofleffed of, and 
feized Ninus , (how they took him, I {hall fay in 
another Book) and fubdued the Ajfyrians , except 
the Country of Babylon. But thefe Books of 
Herodotus never appeared, but were probably pre- 
vented by his Death ; for if they had been ever 
publilhed, ’tis fcarce to be believed that none of 
the Ancients {hould mention them. His Repu- 
tation was too great, and SubjeCt too important, 
to allow them to remain in Oblivion. ’Tis in- 
deed true, that Arijlotle blames Herodotus for 
faving, that an Eagle drank during the Siege of 
Nineveh ; becaule, as he affirms, that Bird as well 
as all thofe that have forked Claws, never drink.- 
And this Fadt is not mentioned in all the Nine 
Books we have at prefent, which leaves room for 
fome Authors to conjecture, that Arijlotle meant 
the Hiftory of AJfyria , with which the Siege of 
* Nineveh naturally fell in ; but ’tis not impoffible 

that Arijlotle might have been miftaken, and quote ^ 

Herodotus for fome other Author. • 
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There is yet befides afcribed to Herodotus , 
a Life of Homer , which is at the End of his 
Works; but there is no Probability, that it is 
of this ancient Herodotus. The Author of that 
Life does not agree with him on the Time 
when that Poet lived, for he fays, that Horner 
flourifhed one hundred and fixty-eight Years 
after the Trojan War, and fix hundred and 
twenty-two Years before Xerxes’s Expedition into 
Greece. But Herodotus affirms in his Euterpe y 
that Homer and Heftod preceded him four hun- 
dred Years; and confequently they flourifhed 
more Years after the taking of Troy. Befides,. 
the Style of this Piece is very different from that 
of Herodotus. He fays many things of Homer y 
which do not at all agree with what the Ancients 
have faid of that Poet, and treats his Subject 
more like a modern Grammarian than an ancient 
Hiftorian. 

The Style of this Writer, fays La Mother is 
rather fweet, clear and eafy, than high, concife 
and preffing, as that of Thucydides ; and there is 
found fo much Refemblance between him and 
Homer , that the Sophiffer Longinus affures us in 
hisTreatife On the Sublime, that none but He- 
rodotus perfectly imitated that Prince of Poets, 
and that he alone is (to ufe his T erm) ; 

fo that it is ufual to advife thofe who will im- 
prove in the underftanding of Homer y firfl: to 
read Herodotus , to the End that the Profe of the 
latter may prepare an eafy Accefs to the Poefy 
of the former, by the Affinity of Style between 
them. * 
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W E know nothing of Certainty concerning 
the Perfon of Thucydides , but what he him- 
felf has delivered in his Hiftory that he was a 
Citizen of Athens, and General of the Army in 
Thrace , where he married; that his Pofleffions 
were very great there, and that he purchafed 
much Efteem by the Largenefs of his Expences. 
For tire reft. Antiquity is almoft ftlent in the 
Matter. It is not doubted but he was of an ho- 
nourable Extraction, which Marcellinus , who has 
left us a Fragment of the Life of this great Man, 
deduces from the Kings of Thrace , afierting that 
his Grandfather married a Daughter of that Fa- 
mily, whence his Father called himfelf Glories, a 
Name born by many of the Thracian Kings. 
His Mother’s Name was Hegeftpyle , and he rec- 
koned among his Anceftors Miltiades and Cimon y , 
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fhofe two celebrated Generals of the Athenians • 
It is difficult to decide in what Degree of Kin- 
dred he Hood to thefe illuftrious Perfons ; but that 
he was related to the Houfe of Miltiades appears 
by his Tomb that was a long time to be feen a- 
mong the Monuments of that Family. Near to 
the Gates of Athens , called Melirides , there was 
a Place named Coela , and in it were eredfed the 
Monuments called Cimoniana y belonging to the 
Family of Miltiades , in which none but fuch as 
were of that Relation might be laid : Among 
thofe was the Monument of Thucydides^ with this 
Infer iption, Thucydides Olori Halimufius. 

Agreeable to his Nobility of Birth was 
his Education in the Study of Eloquence and 
Philofophy. Suidas and Photius relate of him, 
that when a Youth, hearing Herodotus read his 
Hiftory at the Solemnity of the Olympic Games, 
he fell a crying through a gallant Jealoufy and a 
Senfe of Emulation, which gave occafion to 
Herodotus to compliment the Father of that young 
Gentleman, as giving an infallible Earneft of 
his future Glory. He took that (fays La Mothe ) 
for a Sign of the growing Greatnefs of his Ge- 
nius j and as a Thorn pricks as it grows, he 
judged that fo extraordinary an Emotion in his- 
tender Age, proceeding from fo rare a Subject, 
would produce one Day fomething memorable, 
and be followed by thofe agreeable Watchings 
and Difquiets which give Immortality to the 
Learned of Mankind. Thucydides (he goes on) 
lived about four hundred and thirty Years before 
the Incarnation j and as he was a Perfon of illu- 
ftrious Birth, and a great Fortune added to the 
Excellency of his Endowments, he had no Temp- 
tation to betray Truth in what he was to deliver 
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to Pofterity ; and though fome have cenfured the 
Manner of his Writing, few ever queftioned the 
'I 'ruth of it. 

Si NA XAG ORAS Was his Mafter in Philo- 
fophy, whofe Opinions being of a Strain above 
the Apprehenfions of the Vulgar, procured him 
the Character of an Atheifi ; which Name 
they bellowed upon all who- did not implicitly 
believe their ridiculous Religion, and in the End 
it coft him his Life. Socrates , another of his 
Scholars, for the fame Reafons underwent the 
fame Fortune ; and, no wonder, if this noble 
Grecian fullered under the fame Imputation. 
But his Character was greatly abufed by this 
Scandal ; for the Severity of his Morals and 
his Piety appear plainly in feveral Places of 
his Works, where he ever fpeaks like a Man of 
excellent Principles, and his Difcourfe carries 
always in it a mafeuline Air of Virtue. Obferve 
what he fays of a famous Commander, that was 
put to death by the Syracufians , after his De- 
feat : Thus fell Nicias, who, of all his Cotem- 
poraries, leaft deferved to die in fuch a Manner, 
as having always been a zealous Worfhipper of 
the Gods. The Acquaintance he had with So- 
crates, Plato, Critias , Alcibiades, Pericles , and 
all the great Men of that Age, which was the 
politeft and of the fineft Tafte that has ever been 
among the Greeks , gave the finifhing Stroke, fo 
as to fit his Mind with thofe noble Ideas and 
Principles which make an abfolute Gentleman 
and an accomplifh’d Hiftory.. 

In Rhetoric, he was the Difciple of Antiphon, 
one (by his Defcription in the Eighth Book of his 
Hiftory) for the Power of his Speech almoft a 
Miracle, and dreaded by the People for his Elo- 
quence. 
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cjuence. He it was that contrived the Ruin of 
the Democracy, and fet up the Government of 
the Four Hundred j for which he was put to 
death, when the People again recovered their 
Authority, notwdthftanding that he pleaded his 
own Caufe the beft of any Man living to that 
Da^. 

THUCYDIDES being defcended from a 
Race of Kings, approved beft of a Regal Go- 
vernment ; and therefore it is no wonder that 
he meddled as little as poflible in the Affairs 
of the Commonwealth : Yet though he retired 

upon the Coaft of Thrace , where the chief of 
his Eftate lay, (for he increafed his Fortune by 
marrying a Princefs of the Blood-Royal) yet he 
could not wholly avoid the Service of the State, 
which proved afterwards to him very unfortu- 
nate. For while he refided in the Ifle Thafus, 
it happened that BraJidas the Lacedemonian be- 
fieged Amphipolis , a City belonging to the Athe- 
nians^ upon the Confines of Thrace and Macedo- 
nia , diftant from Thafus about half a Day’s Sail. 
The Athenian Captain fent to Thucydides to levy 
Forces, and haften to relieve him, (for Thucydi- 
des was one of the Strategic that is, had Authori- 
ty to raife Soldiers for Defence of the Govern- 
ment) and he did accordingly. But he came thi- 
ther one Night too late, for he found the City fur- 
rendered to the Enemy: For this he was after- 
wards banilhed. Neverthelefs he fecured him- 
felf in the City of Eton, and preferved it to the 
Athenians ; defeating BraJidas , who came down 
from Amphipolis the next Morning, and affaulted 
it. The Author of his Banifliment is fuppofed 
to have been Cleon y a moft violent Sycophant in 

thofe 
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thofe times, but a moft acceptable Speaker among - 
the People. 

It was during his Exile that he wrote his 
Hiftory, finding more Leifure and better In- 
ftrudtions in the Enemy’s A flairs, among whom 
he lived, as he declares in his Fifth Book, in 
which he fpeaks of his Banifhment, and his Re- 
tirement among the Lacedemonians, by whofe 
means he became acquainted with the Myftery of 
Affairs, which he had no Poflibility of know- 
ing any other way. His Lady that he married 
bringing him a vaff Fortune, he made ufe of it 
to collect his Memoirs, and he difburs’d conft- 
derable Sums to the Lacedemonian Commanders, 
to be inftrudted in the Truth of thofe Things, 
which hrs own Party for their own Intereft had 
difguifed. He retreated to Egina , a fmall Ifland 
of P eloponnefas, where he began to work upon 
his Hiftory. His Exile lafted twenty Years, and 
he died before he had put his finifhing Hand to 
‘ it. 

THUCYDIDES chofe for the Subject of 
his Hiftory, The Athenian and Peloponnefian'Wzr. 
The common Divifion of this Work is into 
' Eight Books j the laft is imperfedf, and has been 
aferibed by fome to Thucydides ’ s Daughter, fa- 
thers make Xenophon the Author, but the Style 
‘ declares it not to be his. The moft natural 
Account why this Book differs from the reft, is, 
that the Author died before he had time to beau- 
tify it, and give it its complete Finifhing : For 
he died, according to MarcclUnus, as he was writ- 
ing the Tran fail ions of the Twenty-fir ft Year of 
the War, which lafted Twenty-feven. The 
Tranfa&ions of the other fix Years are to be. 
found in Theopompus and Xenophon, 

The; 


Digit 


by Google I 
I 


T HU C T D ID E S. 21 

"The Characters drawn of this Hiftorian by 
ancient and modern Writers of the firft Note, 
will beft ferve to give us a juft Idea of his ex- 
traordinary Abilities, and of the Value of that 
noble Work with which he has obliged Pofterity. 
There is one Virtue (fay Dionyfius) in Eloquence 
the Chief of all the reft, and without w'hich 
there can be no Excellency in Speaking. What 
is that ? That the Language be pure, and retain 
the Propriety of the Greek Tongue : This both 
of them obferve diligently ; for Herodotus is the 
beft Rule of the Ionic, and Thucydides of the At- 
tic Dialect. Cicero , in his Book de Oratore , 

fpeaking of the Greek Rhetoricians, And there- 
fore, fays he, Herodotus and Thucydides are the 
more admirable ; for though they lived in the 
fame Age with thofe I have before named (mean- 
ing Thrafymachus , Gorgius and Theodorus ) yet 
were they far from this kind of Delicacy, or 
rather indeed Foolery. For the one without Rub 
glides gently, like a ft ill River j and the other, 
Thucydides , runs more ftrongly, and in Matter of 
War, as it were, blows the Trumpet, and founds 
the Alarm. And in thefe two, as Theophrajlus 
obferves, Hiftory has roufed herfelf, and ventures 
to Ipeak more copioufly and with more Ornament 
than in thofe that were before them. 

THUCYDIDES (fays Plutarch , in his 
Book of the Glory of the Athenians ) aims always 
at this, to make his Auditor a Spe&ator, and to 
caft his Reader into the fame Paflions that they 
were in who were Beholders. The Manner 
how Demojlhenes harangued the Athenians on the 
rugged Shore before Pylus , how Braftdas urged 
the Steeriman to run his Galley a-ground, how 
he went to the Ladder or Place in the Galley 

for 
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for Defcent, how he was hurt and fwooned and 
fell down on the Ledges of the Galley, how the 
Spartans fought after the Manner of a Land- 
fight upon the Sea, and the Athenians of a Sea- 
fight upon Land : Again, in the Sicilian War, 
how a Battle was fought by Sea and Land, with 
equal Fortune : Thefe Things, I fay, are fo de- 
fcribed and fo evidently fet before our Eyes, that 
the Mind of the Reader is no lefs affe&ed than if 
he had been prefent in the A£iions. 

We may form a Judgment of the Style of this 
Hiftorian by Rapin , which, he obferves, is exalt- 
ed, noble and fublime, and is the Reafon of his_ 
ufing fo frequent and fo bold Metaphors, in pure 
political Terms, yet better managed than thofe 
of Plato ; and hence he arrived at Grandeur of 
Expreflion, which reigns fo ftrongly in his Wri- 
tings : In which he is ever great without being 
extravagant in his Thoughts ; always natural, 
yet falls not into any thing vulgar or common. 
This he took from Homer , whofe Imitator he 
perfe&ly was. He propofed him for a Pattern 
in his limple though noble Expreflion, and al- 
moft in the whole Order of his Difcourfe, that 
is lively and animated. Marcellinus adds, that 
he betook himfelf to one Prodicus, of the Ifland 
Cos, for the exa& Choice of Words', and to 
Gorgius of Leontium , for Order and Difpofltion ; 
and befides that, this Hiftorian formed himfelf up- 
on Pindar for the fublime Style and the Greatnefs 
of Expreflion, which was his Excellence. He 
had alfo learnt of Socrates by the Acquaintance 
he had with him, the Art of a frank and in- 
genuous Narration, which he was fo accuftomed 
to, and procured him the Gift of Perfuafion in 
fo high a meafure 3 true it is, that no Man 
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knew how to ufe his Reafon better, or to make 
it more prevalent by thofe natural but ftrong 
and preffing Turns he gave it. His way of rea- 
foning by frequent Enthymeme , which Demojihenes 
had fo well copied, is ftrong and vehement; 
and nothing can be more lively or more en- 
gaging, than that Air of his, which makes his 
diftinguifhing Character. Dionyftus Halicarnaf- 
feus concludes him to be the firft Inventor of 
that way, which has fet him fo far above all 
other Writers. We find in the end of that 
Critick’s Difcourfe at Tubero , the ' Places where 
Demojihenes has beft expreffed the Force and 
Grandeur of Thucydides , in his Imitation. ’Twas 
upon this great Model that noble Orator was 
formed, to which he applied himfelf with that 
exceeding Induftry, as to tranfcribe this Author’s 
Hiftory eight times over, to take his Character 
and copy out his Excellence, as we are allured 
by his Commentator Ulpian the Rhetorician. 
In fine, Thucydides had a Noblenefs of Thought, 
a Choice of Words, a Boldnefs of Imagination, 
a Vigour of Difcourfe, a Profoundnefs of Rea- 
foning, a Neatnefs of Conception, a Finenefs 
of Stroke, Colour and Expreflion, which none 
of the other Greek Hiftorians have been Ma- 
tters of, which gave the moft ingenious 
Criticks among the Ancients reafon to acquaint 
us ; he took the true Style Hiftory ought to be 
wrought in. And indeed, whatever he fays, 
whatever pafies through his Mind, receives a 
turn of Greatnefs and Beauty, beyond what any 
others can afford us. He is a Genius of an Or- 
der above the common Standard, that conceives 
every thing nobly, and gives a fort of Elevation to 
the moft ordinary Things. 

I MUST 
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I must not omit the Sentiments of a learn- 
ed Critick of our own Nation, Dr. Felton , in 
his Diflertation upon the Claflics : Thucydides 

doth fometimes write in a Style fo clofe, that 
almoft every Word is a Sentence ; and every 
Sentence almoft acquaints us with fomething 
new : So that from the Multitude of Caufes and 
Variety of Matter crouded together, we fhould 
fufpciSt him to be obfeure ; but yet fo happy, 
fo admirable a Mafter is he in the Art of Ex- 
preffion, fo proper and full, that we cannot fay 
whether his Di&ion doth more illuftrate the 
Things he fpeaks of, or whether his Words 
themfelves are not illuftrated by his Matter. 
So mutual a Light do his Expreflion and Subjedb 
reflect on each other. His Diction, tho’ it be 
preiTed and clofe, is neverthelefs great and mag- 
nificent, equal to the Dignity and Importance 
of his Subject. He firft alter Herodotus ventured 
to adorn the Hiftorians Stvle, to make the Nar- 
ration more pleafing, by leaving the Flatnefs 
and Nakednefs of former Ages. This is moft 
obfervable in his Battles, where he does not only 
relate the meer Fight, but writeth with a mar- 
tial Spirit, as if he ftood in the hotteft of the 
Engagement j and what is moft excellent as well 
as remarkable, in fo clofe a Style, that it is nu- 
merous and harmonious, that his Words are 
not laboured nor forced, but fall into their Pla- 
ces in a natural Order, as into their moft proper 
Situation. 

THUCYDIDES , in the Opinion of Cice- 
roy excelled all others in the Art of fpeaking, Tie 
almoft equals the Number of his Words with the 
Number of his Sentences j his Expreflions are 
fo fit and fhort, that no Man can determine 

whether 
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whether he has more illuftrated his Subject by 
his Oratory, or his Oratory by his wife Re- 
flexions. 

QUINTILIAN obferves he is always clofe 
and ihort, and ever prefent in his Bufmefs. He- 
rodotus is fweet, candid, and diffufed. Thucydides 
reprefents bell the Paflions in Motion, Herodo- 
tus fhews them in a Calm. Herodotus is the beft 
at a long, Thucydides at a Ihort Oration. This 
forceth, and that wins a Man’s Confent. He 
wrote a Hiftory, fays Lipfttts , in which he re- 
lates neither many, nor great Affairs and yet 
perhaps he has won the Garland from all thofe 
who have reprefented many and great Occur- 
rences. His Difcourfe is always clofe and fhort, 
his Sentences are frequent, and his Judgment 
found ; giving every where excellent, but con- 
cealed Advice, directing thereby Mens Lives and 
Actions. His Orations and Excurfions are almoft 
Divine, the oftner you read him, the more you 
will gain by him ; and yet he will never difmifs 
y«ii without a Thirft of reading him again. He 
has left us a Hiftory fo well compofed, that it will 
ever be the Subject of the Wonder of Pofterity, 
rather than their Imitation. 

To conclude this Subject. The Style of Thu- 
cydides is more noble and lofty than that of He- 
rodotus , yet it never fails of being natural ; he 
has Fire, Force and Grandeur: Every thing in 
his Writing keeps up it felf, nothing languishes 
or grovels. This Hiftorian, and Livy , are fuffi- 
cient to acquaint a Man what Genius Hiftory 
requires. Antiquity has nothing to boaft of 
more perfect than their Works. Thucydides has 
eftablifh’d his Reputation with fo pure Ideas, 
that he defer ves to be credited in all Ages. It 
Vol. II. C is 
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is hard to meet with one of this Author s Temper* 
who, tho’ he had been extremely wrong’d by the 
Tyrant Pericles, yet he always praifed him as 
Occafion offered, and did juftice in ^Writings 
to the Athenians , altho’ unjuftly they had tanilhed 
him their Commonwealth. In a word, Thucydi- 
des was exact in all he wrote, and faithful in all 
he faid ; and tho’ fomctimes he feems auftere and 
furly, he ever fupports his Character with Dignity 
and Grandeur. 
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XENOPHON. 

• 

'VENOP HONy Son of Gryllus , was an A* 
thenian , born in the City of Erchiea , about 
four hundred Years before the Nativity ; ' he 
parted the firft Years of his Life under the Dif- 
cipline and Inflxuilion of Socrates. He became 
known to the younger Cyrus by means of Pro- 
xenus the Boeotian , a Difciple of Gorgias Leon- 
tinus , who was favoured by that Prince, and re- 
rtded with him at Sardis . Proxenus y then Xe- 
nophons Friend, wrote to Athens to invite him 
to come to Cyrus ; Xenophon fliew’d his Letter 
to Socratesy defiring his Advice ; that Philofo- 
pher referred him to the Oracle of Delphiy which 
Xenophon accordingly confulted ; but inftead of 
afking whether he Ihould go to Cyrus, he in- 
quired how he fhould go to him ; for which So- 
crates reprimanded him, yet advifed him to go. 
Being arrived at the Court of Cyrusy he acquired 
at leaft as great a Share of that Prince’s Favour 
as Proxenus. He accompanied Cyrus with ten 
thoufand Greeks in his Expedition into Perfia y 
againft his Brother Artaxerxesy and his Courage 
and Conduit appeared in the famous Retreat of 
the ten thoufand Men, whom he brought from 
the extreme Paits of Perfiay remaining victo- 
rious over all thofe who attempted to oppofe his 
Paflage. The Hiftory of which he has himfetf 
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written in his Book entitled. The Expedition of 
Cyrus, alfo called The Retreat of the Ten thoufand. 

X After this Retreat, the Lofles which this Bo- 
'dy met with at Pont us, and Seuthes King of the 
Odry fians perfidioufly refufing them their Pay, 
after they had fettled him in his Dominion 
obliged Xenophon to put them into the Hands of 
thei acedemonians, whilft he to Ageflaus 
King of Sparta, and engaged the h nendlhip of 
that Prince ; which render’d him odious to the 
Athenians (who thereupon bamfhed him their 
Country) but obtained him the Proteftion of the 
SU who gave him a Retreat ^rnong 
them He went with Agefdaus to the War a- 
gainft the Thebans, and afterwards retired to 
\cxllus in the Province of Elis , with his VV ife 
Philcfia, and his two Sons Gryllus and Dtodoras, 
and palled the Remainder of his Days in hunting 
and writing his Hiftoty . Diarchies affinns that 
the Lacedemonians gave him a Houfe and Lands 
in that Place ; and ’tis alfo faid that Philopidas, 
a Lacedemonian, made him a Prefent of 
nian Slaves i as ’tis alio reported that the Elei 
coming to Scyllus with their Forcer took away 
his Lands, and that he then fled at firft to £//r, 
and afterwards to Lepreum , whither his Children 
had efcaped with fome Slaves, and that from thence 

he went to live at Corinth. ■ , 

h After this he fent his two Sons to Mins, and 
enter’d them among the Auxiliaries which t e 
Athenians fent to the Lacedemonians. I hey were 
both in the Battle of Mantinea, where hpam- 
W*, was (lain. Gryllus , who w9s among the 

Horfe, was killed as he was brave y charging 
the Enemy, but his Brother who did not diftin- 
guifh himfelf came off unhurt, and afterwards 
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had a Son called Gryttus. Xenophon is faid to 
have received the News of the Death of his 
Son, whilft he was offering a Sacrifice, and 
crowned with Flower?, and being informed of 
the Lofs, he laid afide his Chaplet ; but when 
he heard that he died like a brave Man, he re- 
affumed it. Some add, that being told of his 
Son’s Death, he did not Died one Tear, but only 
faid, I very zvell knew that I begot him mortal. 
The Authors of ihofe Times exercifed their 
Wits in writing Panegyricks and Epitaphs on 
Gryllus to pleafe his Father ; and if we believe 
Hermippus , Socrates himfelf has been cenfured 
for being one of them who employed himfelf 
that way. Laertius , from whofe Life of Xeno- 
phon we have taken what we have juxl now been 
faying, tells us, that he flourifh’d particularly in 
the fourth Year of the hundred and fourth O- 
lympiad; that he went with Cyrus when Xeno- 
crates was Archon, in the Y ear which preceded 
the Death of Socrates. He died, according to 
the Teftimony of Steficles the Athenian , in his 
Book of Olympiads and Ar chons , in the firft Year 
of the hundred and fifth Olympiad, when Cal- 
lidemus was Archon, and Philip Son of Amyntas 
King of Macedonia. He was at Corinth when he 
died, and very old ; if we believe the Teftimony 
of Demetrius Magnes. 

XENOPHON was aPerfon exceedingly re- 
ligious, continually facrificing, and had the Repu- 
tation of being very well /killed in that fort of 
Divination, which was pretended to be drawn 
from the Infpedtion of the Entrails of the Victims. 
He imitated Socrates , and was Antagonift to 
Plato. Diogenes Laertius fays, that he wrote for- 
ty Books, which have been varioufly divided. The 
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Hiftorical are the Expedition of Cyrus ^ or the 
Retreat of the Ten thoufand j the Continuation 
of 7 1. uydides’s Hiftory, and the Cyropeedia ; to 
which may be added, the Panegyric of Agefilaus 
King of Lacedamon'y the Treatife on the Repub- 
lic and Laws of the Lacedamonians > a Trait of 
the Athenian Republic ; the Apology for Socrates ; 
and the Treatife of the Aitions and Sayings of 
that Philofopher, in four Books, which are ra- 
ther Philofophical than Hiftorical. We have be- 
fides of him, TheCEconomyj his Feaft; Hiero , 
or of a Kingdom ; of Impofts ; and three fmall 
Traits, one of Horfes, the fecond of Governing 
them, and the third of Hunting, together with 
the Fragments of fome Epiftles. 

This Writer, fays La Mothe , does not owe 
jdte Fame he has had fo many Ages to Hiftory 
alone, for Philofophy and Arms have contributed 
to iti and for thefe three Qualifications he may 
be as well termed Trifmegijlus , as Hermes the E- 
gyptian y fince he is vuiiverfally acknowledged to be 
a very great Captain, PhUofopher, and Hifto- 
riographer. He has common with Cafar the 
firft and laft Qualities and they are not de- 
ceived who find a third Refemblance in their 
Style, Purity, Eloquence, and Sweetnefs, being 
equally natural to them both. They have 
each an agreeable Manner of Expreffion with- 
out Art or Affectation, though no Art or Affec- 
tation can come near it. The Surname of A- 
pes Attica , and Athenian Mufe , with which all 
the Ancients have dignified Xenophon , is not only 
a Witnefs of the Beauty of his Language, and 
of that honey-like Sweetnefs, which the Graces 
feem to have poured on it with their own Hands, 
(to fpeak like Quintilian) but it is a particular 
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Mark of his Attic Dialeft, wherein he excelled 
fo much, that Diogenes Laertius writing his 
Life, gives no other Reaf'on for the bad Intelli- 
gence that was between him and Plato , than 
the Jealoufy they conceived one againft the o- 
ther upon that account. Yet Marcellinus who 
attributes to Thucydides the Height of Eloquence, 
gives the loweft Rank to Xenophon , placing He- 
rodotus between both. And Dionyfms Mali car naf- 
feus, when he obferves that Xenophon has often 
imitated Herodotus , adds, that the former was al- 
ways much inferiour to the latter. 

But notwithftanding this, it is very confi- 
derable that Xenophon was the firft Philofopher 
who applied himfelf to the compiling of a Hi- 
ftory, which, in what relates to the Grecian Af- 
fairs, treats of the Tranfadtions of eight and 
forty Years, and begins where Thucydides ended, 
Slewing Alciiiades his Return to his Country, 
whom Thucydides in his lafl Book left medita- 
ting upon that Retreat. Nor is it a finall Glory 
to Xenophon , or the le aft Part of his Praife, that 
Thucydides his Books, being then unknown, fall- 
ing into his Hands when he might with Facility 
have fuppreffed them, or as a Plagiary aferibed 
them to himfelf, he took care to publifh them, by 
which A£t of his, every Man may know what 
Honour he deferved from thofe who have an 
Efteem for the Grecian Eloquence or Hiftory, 
and the modern Criticks hare not failed to give 
him equal Commendations. Befides the Conti- 
nuation of the Hiftory begun by Thucydides, Xe- 
nophon (as was faid before) has left us that of the 
Enterprife of young Cyrus againfl: his Brother 
Artaxerxes, and the memorable Retreat of ten 
thoufand Grecians from the Extremity of Perfia 
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to their own Country, in which he had almoft 
the whole Honour, as well for his Counfel and 
Difcipline, as the Excellency of his Condudl. 

His Cyrcpa'dia, or what he writ of the In- 
ftitution of Cyrus the Elder, is not an hiftorical 
Treatife, but purely Moral, where he drew the 
Figure of a great Prince without confining him- 
felf to the Truth, except in two or three Events, 
viz. the taking of Babylon , and the Captivity of 
Craefus : All the reft is feigned, and has nothing 
in it commendable, but the Agreeablenefc of the> 
Fable. The Narrations of this Hiftorian are very 
often Childilh. Hy/lafpa’s Story concerning the 
Soldier who was difcontented with his Mefs,> 
with many other Tales related by Cyrus and 
his Soldiers, are extremely frigid, and the Jefls 
which pafs betwixt this General and his Men 
are mean and low, and inconfiftent with De- 
corum. His Harangues for the moll part are 
trifling and tedious. Every thing by Xenophon is 
made the Subject of an Harangue. Cyrus cannot 
give his Soldiers Horfe and Arms, without ma- 
king a Speech; however, his laft Speech to his 
Son is very beautiful ; his Exhortations to Bro- 
therly Love, founded on Arguments of perfonal 
Experience and Knowledge, and the many po- 
litical Inftructions in this Speech mull pi cafe 
the Reader. His Account of the Soul, which 
he makes Immortal when feparated from the Bo- 
dy, and the Return of the Body to its proper 
Elements, is intirely agreeable to Chriftian Phi- 
lofophy. But above all, his Principles for Re- 
ligion are moft divine } whether the Soul be 
immortal or not, he ftrictly enjoins his Sons tQ 
reverence the Gods for their Eternity, Omni- 
fcience and Omnipotency, and for preferving 
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the Order of the Univerfe for fo many Ages 
without Confufton or Detriment. 

T h E Compofitions of Xenophon , of which we 
have fpoken, are fuch, that as they may ferve for 
a Rule to the firft Minifter of State, in all the 
Extent of Politicks ; fo likewife they are capa- 
ble to form great Captains, and give the World 
Generals ; and we have two notable Examples 
of this among the Romans ; for they acknow- 
ledge that their Scipio, furnamed Africanus , had 
almoft always Xenophons Works in his Hands, 
and that nothing made Lucullus capable to op- 
pofe fuch a formidable Enemy as King Mithri- 
cicjtes., but the reading the Writings of Xenophon . 

Of which Lucullus made fo good Ufe by Sea, 

(he who before had a very fmall Inlight into 
the Affairs of War) that he knew enough after- 
wards to gain thofe famous Vi&ories, which few 
of the Learned are ignorant of, and whereby 
the moft confiderable Provinces of Aft a became 
tributary to the Romans. In fhort, Xenophon , 
whether he writes of the Management of Fa- 
mily Affairs, or the more arduous Matters of 
State and Policy ; whether he gives an Account 
of the Wars of the Grecians , or the Morals of 
Socrates , the Style, tho’ fo far varied as to be 
fuitable to every Subjedl, yet is always clear and 
fignificant, fweet without Lufcioufnefs, and ele- 
gantly eafy. In this genteel Author we have all 
the Politenels of a ftudied Compofition,' and yet, 
nil the Freedom and winning Familiarity of ele- 
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£)E MOSTHENES, the Father of this 
Demojihenes , was a Citizen of Athens of the 
beft Rank and Quality (fays Theopompus) and 
furnamed the Sword-maker , becaufe he had a large 
Work-houfe, and kept Servants fkilful in that 
Art at Workj though others afiert he was a 
common Black fmith. His Mother (if we be- 
lieve /Ef chines) was defeended of one Gelon , who 
fled his Country upon an Accufation of Treafon, 
and of a Barbarian Woman. 

He loft his Father when he was but feven 
Years old,, who left him in a plentiful Condi- 
tion, for the Value of his Ellate was about fif- 
teen Talents. After his Death he fell into the 
Hands of Guardians, that too much conlulted 
their own Intereft, and partly through Negligence, 
and partly through Covetoufnefs, took not that 
Care of his Education which they ought ; fo 
that he learned fcarce any of thofe Things, which 
it is the Bufinefs of Parents generally to fix in 
the Minds of Children, when they firft begin to 
enter upon a Courfe of , Study. His Mother gave 
Encouragement to this Negledf, by her too great 
Fondnefs of him. ’Tis true indeed, he was of 
fb tender a Cor.ftitution, and enjoy’d fuch an 
ill ftate of Health, that he could not follow his 
Studies with much Application. As foon as he was . 
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fixteen Years of Age, which is the proper Time 
' for the learning of Rhetorick, inftead of being 
lent to the School of Ifocrates , who was then in 
moft Efteem, he was placed with the Orator /- 
ftsusy becaufe as his Reputation was lefs than 
that of others, fo were his Demands j and it 
was there that he contracted thofe ill Habits, 
which, he himfelf tells us, he afterwards broke 
himfelf of with great Difficulty. 

His eager Inclination to the - Study of Ora- 
tory was occafioned by CalL <flt\ atus , who being 
to plead in open Court upon a remarkable 
Caufe, the Expectation of the I Hue was very 
great, as well for the Ability of the Orator, 
who had then a moft flourilhing Reputation, as 
alfo for the Fame of the ACtion itfelf. There- 
fore Demojlhenes having heard the Tutors and 
the Schoolmafters agree among themfelves to be 
prefent at this Trial, with much Importunity 
perfuades his Tutor to take him along with him 
to the Hearing ; who having fome Acquaintance 
with the Door-keepers, eanly procured a Place 
where the Youth might fit unfeen, and hear what 
was faid. Callijlratus carrying the Caufe, and 
being much admired, Demojlhenes began to look 
upon his Glory with a kind of Emulation, ob- 
ferving the Applaufe he received from the Au- 
dience. From this Time therefore bidding fare- 
well to other Sorts of Learning and puerile Dif- 
cipline, he now began to exercife himfelf, and 
to take pains in Declaiming, as if he meant in- 
deed to be an Orator : And he foon found Oc- 
cafion to exercife his Talent, for he was ob- 
liged to go to Law with his Guardians Aphobus 
and Onetor , and to write Orations againft them, 
who in the mean time found out many Sub- 
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lerfuges and Tricks to renew the Suits ; but be- 
ing thus exercifed in Declaiming, and fucceeding 
in it, though not without fome Toil and Ha- 
zard, he could not for all this recover any conft- 
derable Part of his Father’s Eftate ; however, 
attaining by this Means a Confidence in Speak- 
ing, and fome competent Experience in it, and 
having got a Tafte of the Honour and Power 
which are acqu ired by Pleadings, he now 
ventured to advance further, and to undertake 
Publick Bufinefs. 

But when he firft addrefied himfelf to the 
popular Afi'emblies, he met with great Difcou- 
ragements, and was derided for this odd and 
uncouth Way of fpeaking, his Periods were con- 
fufed, and his Arguments forced, which made 
all leem very harfh and tedious. Befides, he had 
a Weaknels in his Voice, a perplexed and in- 
diftin£t Utterance, and a Shortnefs of Breath, 
which by breaking and disjointing his Sentences, 
much obfcured and weakened the Senfe of what 
he fpoke ; fo that in the End being quite dif. 
heartened, he left oft' Pleading for fome time, 
and forfook the Aflembly. But by the Advice, 
and partly by the Upbraidings, of his Friends, he 
determined at length to overcome all Difficul- 
ties, and being convinced how much Grace and 
Ornament accrues to Speech from a proper Ac- 
tion, he began to efteem it a fmall Matter, 
and as good as nothing, for a Man to exercife 
himfelf in Declaiming, if he neglected Pronun- 
ciation and the Decency of Speaking. What 
Nature denied him, he refolved to attain by 
Labour; and his Eagernefs in the Purfuit of E- 
loquence was fo violent, that he found nothing 
impoffible or di (proportioned to its Force. So 
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that it was nothing but Ambition that formed 
him, and made him conquer the vicious Inclina- 
tions of an Age that had a Relilh of nothing but 
PJeafure, and that too in a City where all man- 
ner of Wickedncfs was authoriz’d by the ill Ex- 
amples of a People wholly given to Luxury and 
Debauchery. And this made him prefer the 
Converfation of Tlicophrajius and Xenocrates and 
of the PlatQ-niJhy before that of Pbryne , in whofe 
Houfe there was a general Rendezvous of all that 
was notoriouily infamous in Athens. 

Nay, he would irnpofe upon himfelf a Ne- 
ceflity of retiring for fome Time from the Con- 
version of the World, which he did by a very 
odd Expedient, which was to (have half his Head, 
that upon the Account of the Shame of that De- 
formity, he might be obliged to hide himlelf for 
fome Months. One may in a Manner fay of 
him, that he was content to be buried alive, or 
at leaft that he would not live for any other End, 
but to apply himfelf to the Study of Eloquence, to 
which he had devoted ail his Thoughts. 

This Retirement, and all the other Hard- 
fhips he underwent, which are mentioned fo 
much to his Honour, are evident Tokens, and 
remarkable Inftances of the Violence of his Incli- 
nations. Can any thing be conceived more un- 
accountable than to go as he did and declaim upon 
the Sea-fhore, that by hearing the roaring of the 
Waves, he might accuftom himfelf fo as not to 
be difturbed at the Commotions of the People* 
and the Noife and Tumult of Aflemblies ? What 
is there more painful than to fpeak as he did, 
with Vehemence, climbing up to the Top of 
fteep and craggy Places, that he might thereby 
ftrengthen his Voice ? His Tongue was fo un- 
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Weildy that he could not pronounce certain Let- 
ters without much Difficulty, to corredl which 
Defedl he ufed to declaim with his Mouth full of 
Pebble-Stones. He alfo pradlifed fpeaking to a 
Looking-glafs, that he might thereby acquire a 
graceful Air, eafy and natural ; and he had alfo 
recourfe to a celebrated Comedian of thofe Times, 
called Neoptolemus , to learn of him how to pro- 
nounce well, and makehimfelf Mailer of all. the 
exterior Ornaments and Graces of Adtion. He 
laboured Night and Day, outwatched the poor 
Mechanic in Athens (that was forced to perpetual 
Drudgery to fupport himfelf and his Family) till 
he had acquired fuch a Maftery in his noble Pro- 
feffion, fuch a perfedt Habit of nervous and con- 
vincing Eloquence, as enabled him to defy the 
ftrongeft Oppofition, and to triumph over Envy 
and Time. By thefe Fatigues, and by this un-r 
wearied Perfeverance, he came at laft to fur- 
mount all thofe Impediments in his Speech, and 
all thofe other Imperfections which fo much- dif- - 
gulled the Athenians the firlt Time he fpoke in 
Publick. 

The Caufe he undertook in "the Common- 
wealth was fair and honourable, in the Defence 
of his Country againft Philip and the Macedonians* 
as the famous Orations called Philippicks do 
abundantly teftify. He behaved himfelf fo wor- 
thily in the Caufe of Liberty, that he foon grew 
famous, and was every where admired for his 
Eloquence and Courage in fpeaking. He was 
adored through all Greece ; the great King of 
Perfia courted him, and by Philip himfelf he 
was more efteemed than all the other Orators* 
His very Enemies were forced to confefs that 
they haa to do with a Man of Worth and Ho- 
' nour. 
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nour. He obferved that Steadinefs in his Con- 
duct, that the Party and Way of Government 
which he held with from the beginning, to thofe 
he kept conftant to the End, and was fo far from 
leaving them while he lived, that he chofe rather 
to for lake his Life than to abandon his Friends. 
The Authority, Armies, Threats and Promifes 
of Philip could never work upon him ; and to 
ule the Exprellion of Plutarch , All the Gold of 
Macedonia could not bribe him. This made An- 
tipater , one of Alexander's Succefl'ors, fay. That 
had any cue of his Minijlers been as uncorrupt as 
Demofthenes, he had been invincible. That 
which this Prince adds, gives us ftill a greater 
Idea of the Virtue of this Orator : It was the 
Love of his Country that prevailed upon him to 
undertake the Government; for he made that 
the Employment of his Virtue, which others 
had engaged in to ferve their Intereft. Such a 
Man as° this, fays he, would be very necefiary 
for me, to advife with me in my prefent Affairs, 
to hear him who would (peak his Mind frankly 
and freely amidft the feigned Applaufes of Flat- 
terers. Such a fincere and faithful Counfellor 
it is I feem to want, to diredl me amidft all thefe 
Court Diflimulations. But tho’ he defended him- 
felf againft the Macedonian Gold offered him by 
Philip , who was a fworn Enemy to the Athenians , 
he could not refill the Perfian Prefent that was 
made him by Darius y who was a Friend to the 
Commonweal tli. 

His inveterate Hatred of Philip urged him to 
fpirit up a War, by uniting all Greece in a Con- 
federacy againft him ; but the Macedonian Arms 
prevailed. In this Adtion Demojlhenes be- 
haved with great Cowardice j for defer ting .his 
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Port:, and throwing down his Arms, he ran away 
molt fhamefully, not at all concerned (fays Plu- 
tarch ) for the Infcription which was written upon 
his Shield in Letters of Gold, With good Fortune.- 
He was fo diltradtcd with Fear, that he miflook 
a Bufh that caught hold of his Coat for an Ene- 
my, and cry’d out Quarter. ‘This Defeat gave 
Occafion to his Enemies to accufe him to the 
People, but he was honourably acquitted. Af- 
ter the Death of Philip he attempted the fame 
Deligns againft Alexander , he beftirred himfelf 
in the Roll rum, and writ Letters to the Perfiart 
Officers who commanded under the King in- 
Afuiy inciting. them to make War from thence 
upon the Macedonian , calling him Child and 
Changeling. But as foon as Alexander had fettled 
his Affairs in his own Country, and came him- 
felf in Perfon with his Army into Bceotia , down 
fell the Courage of the Athenians , the People 
were in an Uproar, and refolved to fend Em- 
bafladors to the young Prince, and amongft 
others they made choice of Demojlhenes for one ; 
but his Heart failing him for fear of the 
King’s Anger, he returned back from Cithesron , 
and left the Embaffy. In the mean time Alex- 
ander fent to Athens , requiring ten of their Ora- 
tors to be delivered up to him, but by the Inter- 
ceffion of Demades , he prevailed with him both 
to pardon the Men, and to be reconciled to their 
City. 

Soon after this, Demojlhenes gave his Enemies 
a ^remarkable Advantage againlt him ; for they 
found Reafon to accufe him of having received 
twenty T alents, with a Piece of Plate of great 
Value, from an Officer of Alexander s* who be- 
ing difgraced for Male-Adminillration of his Re- 
venues, 
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venues, was retired to Athens. This Prefent 
brought him under a Sufpicion, becaufe it came 
from one who had been a Creature of the moft 
declared Enemy the Commonwealth had. Di- 
narchus , prevailed upon by the Enemies of De~ 
mojlhenes , accufed him on that Account of Bribery 
to the People, and fuch was his Misfortune that 
he could not be heard in Juftification of himfelf. 
The Efteem they had for him was turned into 
Contempt, and when he came to the Bar he was- 
fined fifty Talents, and committed to Xrifon, 
But foon growing impatient and weary of his 
Confinement, he made his Efcape. He was pur- 
filed and retaken, and then banifhed. He bore his 
Exile after a very unmanly Fafhion, but was fooft 
recalled by a Decree of the People, 

Upon the Report that Antipater and Craterus, 
after Alexander ’s Death, were coming to Athens* 
Demojlhenes with his Party took their Opportunity 
to efcape privily out of the City j but at the Pi- 
ttance of Demades they were condemned. They 
difperfed themfdves, flying fome to one Pfcace, 
feme to another, and Antipater font about his 
Soldiers into all Quarters to apprehend them, 
Archias was their Captain, and was thence called. 
The Exile Hunter . Demojlhenes he heard had 
taken Sanctuary at the Temple of Neptune in Ca- 
labria j and crofiing over thither in fome light 
Veflels, as foon as he had landed himfelf and the 
Thracian Spearmen that came with him, he en- 
deavoured to perfuade Demojlhenes that he would 
accompany him to Antipater , as if he fhould meet 
with no hard Ufage from him; but Demojlhenes 
giving no Credit to his Promifes, took the Poifon 
which he had carried about with him in a Quill, 
and perceiving it had feized his Vitals, Go, fays 
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he, and let thy Majler know , that Demofthenes 
will not upon any Account be obliged to the Ufurper 
of his Country ; and then expired. 

After his Death the People of Athens be- 
llowed upon him fuch Honours as he had de- 
ferved ; they ercdted his Statue of Brafs, they 
decreed that the eldeft of his Family fhould bp 
maintained in the Pfytaneum , and on the Bafe of 
his Statue was engraven this famous Infcription : 

If with the IPifdom of thy Mind 

An equal Courage had been join d> 

Greece ne'er had fuffcr'd Jo great Harms y 

Enjlavd by Macedonian Arms. 

D E MO S T HE NES was of a choleriek, me- 
lancholy Temper; the Heavinefe which proceeded 
from his Melancholy, made him obftinate and 
refolute in whatever he had undertaken, and his 
Choler infpired him with Vigour and A&ivity to 
perform it. Tho’ this Temper made him fome- 
what chagrine, yet at the fame time it made him 
ferious, which contributed to his Reputation : For 
it was from his Temper that the Severity of his 
Manners proceeded, which gained him die Opi- 
nion of a Perfon of great Integrity in the State, 
and infpired him with Courage to declare him- 
felf againft Philip and Alexander , the Conquerors 
of the World. 

He had likewife naturally a great and noble 
Genius towards all the Sciences, . and a Spirit that 
enabled him to furmount all the Difficulties he 
met with in his Endeavours after Eloquence. To 
his natural Vehemenpy he added fuch lively ex- 
terior Actions, that it was impoffible to hear him 
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without feeling at the very Bottom of one’s Soul’ 
the molt feniible Effects. Valerius Maximus tells 
us that he had a very quick and brilk Eye, the 
Motions of which he took the Advantage of to 
exprefs in his very Face whatever Adtion was re- 
quilitc to his Subjedf, and to make himfelf look 
terrible whenever there was occafion. He gave 
his Voice fuch an Inflexion, and fuch a Tone to 
his Words, and fuch an Air to all his Adtions, 
that he gained the Admiration of all that heard 
him. And this Vehemency of Action, joined 
with that of Expreflion, is what makes up the 
Character of that powerful Eloquence which 
none ever arrived to but Demojlhenes , as Longinus 
allures us, and of which Quintilian has left us fo 
fair a Description in his Inftitutions j where he 
fays that Demojlhenes made what Impreffions he 
pleafed upon thofe that heard him, by infpiring 
them with his own Sentiments and raffions, or 
by raifing thofe they were already pofi'efled of, 
by making them feniible of all his Ardour ; and 
by ftirring up in them Anger, Envy, or Indig- 
nation againft thofe he was himfelf againft \ and 
that this was the principal Art in which his Elo- 
quence confided. 

What Lucian fays of this Orator, by the • 
Mouth of Alexander's Succedor, contributes high- 
ly to his Glory. Had it not been for DemoJthe~ 
nesy fays King Antipater , I had. taken Athens with 
lefs Difficulty than I did Thebes j but he was 
every where to oppofe my Dedgns, he could by 
no means be furprized, but was alone more for- 
midable than Fleets and Armies. What would 
he have done had he had the Command of an. 
Army, or the Adminiftration of the publick Re- 
venues, when we found it a Matter of fuch 

Difficulty 
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Difficulty to defend our felves againft the Force 
and Power of his Words ? King Philip reflecting 
how terrible this Man would have been had he 
had any warlike Command, when the Thunder 
of his Eloquence was fo dreadful, fays in the 
fame Place, Let no one call the Athenians my 
Enemies, for I know none I have but Demo- 
Jlhenes ; it is he alone that wages War with me, 
that oppofes my Defigns, and fruftates all my 
Enterprizes. So that this incomparable Perfon 
gave that Prince more Trouble, apd more con- 
founded his Affairs, than' the Pyreutn with *11 
its Gallies, or the united Force of all Gre.ce. 
Dionyfius of HalicarnaJJ'us confeffes, that the Elo- 
quence of this Orator made the fame Impreflion 
upon him, as the Myfferies of the Goddefs Cyhele 
did upon her Priefts. But nothing feems more 
to raife the Glory of this great Alan, than what 
Quintilian fays of him, That it was the Elo- 
quence of Demojlhenes that made Cicero an Ora- 
tor ; and this is what Tully himfelf acknowledges 
when he fays, that he made it his Endeavour to 
follow him, but could never attain to it. Thefe 
Inftances of Applaufe may be juftly oppofed to the 
Invectives of "Juvenal and Sidonius , who have re- 
proached Demojlhenes with the Obfcurity of his 
Birth, as if the Faculties of the Soul, and the na- 
tural Abilities of every Man, depended upon t e 
Circumftances of his Nativity. - 

Nothing can give us a better Idea of the 
great Advantage Demojlhenes had over all other 
Men, in the Art of Pronunciation, and in a 
graceful ACtion, than the Teftimony of his 
greateft Rival. For Mfchines being caft in a Suit 
he was engaged in againft Ctefiphon , whom De- 
mojlhenes had< defended, for Shame and Grief had 
.. ‘ retired 
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retired to Rhodes , where fome of his Friends im- 
portuning him to repeat to them the Oration he 
had made againft Ctefiphon , he read it oyer to 
them ; upon which they requefted likewife of him 
to let them hear that which Demojlhenes had 
made againft him, which he likewife did, and 
read it to them very diftindtly ; whereupon they 
all began to admire it : But what would you have 
done, faid he, had you heard him /peak it him - 

fif* ... ' \ 

To this animating Power of Adtion he had 
join’d the equal Force of great and noble Ex- 
preflions, of lively Defcriptions, of moving Paf- 
lages, proper to arced! and make ftrong Impreffions 
upon the Mind. All his Difcourfes were full of 
expreffive Figures, of frequent Apoftrophe’s, and 
reiterated Interrogatories, which gave Life and 
Vigour to, and animated all he faid ; as Longinus 
obferves. So that we may truly affirm, never 
any. other Orator raifed his Anger, Hatred, In- 
dignation, and indeed all his Paffions, to that 
Height as Demojlhenes did. And this doubtlefs 
was the Reafon that made De?netrius PPalereus, 
fay , That he harangued as if he had been infpired ; 
and Eratojlhenes in Plutarch , That he J poke like an 
Enthufiajl. For he was, as it were, i n Raptures 
when he fpoke, by the Heat of his Adtion, and- 
the violent Tranfport of his Imagination. 

What fhall I fay of that ftiarp Style where- 
with he ftirred up the Mind of the Athenian Re- 
publick againft Philip , without any Regard to 
his Quality ? of thofe bitter Invedtives he made 
againft Medias in , order to make him odious and 
obnoxious to the publick Hatred ? of thofe 
vehement Tranfports of Paffion he was in againft 
/Efchines in his Oration for Ctefiphon ? of all thole 
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frequent Invocations of the Gods ? of thofe Apo- 
ftrophe’s to the Sun and Stars f of thofe Oaths, by 
Heaven and Earth, by Fountains and Rivers, 
according to the Maxims of his Religion ? and 
of thofe ftrange forc’d Figures, and of all thofe 
violent Paflions, and furious Commotions which 
we meet with in feveral Parts of his Dif- 
courfes ? To all which he adds a Tone more thun- 
dering than that of Pericles , whom he had pro- 
pofed for his Imitation. And the Vehemency 
of Atftion, join’d with that of Expreffion, is what 
makes up the Character of that powerful Elo- 
quence which none ever arrived to but De~ 
mojihenes. 

He had alfo a particular Talent in reprefent- 
ing Things exactly with all their Circumftances, 
which is of no fmall Moment, in order to gain 
Credit with the People j to whom all Things 
feem to have a greater Degree of Probability, if 
they are but well circumftantiated. And he 
had fo exquifite an Art in painting all Things 
according to Nature, that the meereft Fables, 
as he related them, would prevail more upon the 
Account of that llmple plain Way he delivered 
them in, than the moft fubftantial Reafons, than 
the moft convincing Truths alledged by others. 
And thefe kind of Reprefentations of Things 
taken according to Nature, were what he had 
wonderful Succefs in. 

The Eloquence of Demojihenes , fays Dionyfius 
Halicarnajfeus , was very artificial, he could turn 
and wind, and tread the moft unbeaten Paths, 
to come to his propofed End with the greater Se- 
curity. But tho’ he had a moft admirable T alent 
at difplaying his Reafons to the beft Advantage, 
and at eftablifhing his Arguments upon firm 
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and lading Foundations, yet was he infinitely 
more expert at confuting thofe ol his Adverfaries 
by the Strength of his Enthymemes , which were 
Jo celebrated by all Antiquity. And he never 
appeared more powerful than when he was moft 
powerfully attack’d ; as we may obferve in his 
Oration for Ctefiphon , the Succefs of which rifes 
as to its Value in proportion to the Greatnefs of 
the Merit of /Efch'ines his Adverfary. Never was 
any Affair tranfa&ed by two Orators with greater 
Heat and Fury, or with greater Application j 
for they were full four Years in preparing their 
Matter. This Animofity, which refounded 
throughout all Greece , brought together from all 
Parts a mighty Concourfe of Auditors to aflift at 
this Decifion, and to fee a Tryal of Skill between 
thefe two great Men, who were fo celebrated for 
their Emulation. 

But as this Vehemence was the principal 
Character of this Orator, fo Photius allures us, 
that th jfe Harangues he made to the People, had 
more Force and Energy in them, than thofe he 
made to the Senate ; for whatever is great and 
noble in Eloquence, is fo to Advantage when deli- 
vered before a great Aflembly. It is true indeed, 
that the Credit he had gained in the State by the 
Integrity of his Intentions, authorized him to 
fay any tiling, and to fpeak to this People with 
Indignation and Refentment, who were of that 
Temper, that they muft be prefled to their Duty. 
The Sharpnefs this Orator ufed, and the frequent 
Indances he gave them of his being angry and ■ 
enraged at them, were not in the lead difpleafing? 
to them, when they were once fenfible that -there v 
was a Neceffity of waking them out of that Le- 
thargy into which their natural Negligence and 
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Idlenefs had led them. And Demojlhencs , that 
he might more fecurely manage this Sort of 
People, who were truly proud and haughty, 
but withal timorous and cowardly, made a great 
Show of his Zeal for the Good of the State upon 
all Emergencies. They had accuftomed them- 
felves to bear his Inve&ives and Re roaches, by 
reafon of the Fruit they often reaped from his good 
Counfels. Neither was he himfelf ignorant 
how requifite it was to appear fometimes angry 
and fevere, that he might be ufeful to thofe that 
heard him. 

There was neverthelefs in this auftere kind 
of Eloquence a great deal of folid Reafon, of 
found Judgment and good Senfe, without any 
falfe Colours, without any thing that is weak or 
fuperficial ; and his Reproaches, how fevere fo- 
ever, were always taken in good part, becaufe he 
back’d them with fuch weighty Reafons and Ar- 
guments, as -were irrefiftable. His Language was 
the common Dialed, having nothing in it that 
was far fetched, or exquifite'iy nice j yet it was 
very pure and highly agreeable to the Delicacy of 
‘ Tafte then prevalent at Athens. But he had an 
Art of giving his Language, as plain as it was, 
all the Life and Vigour that could be j fo that he 
pleafed by the Vehemence of his Action. It is 
obferved, that the longer he fpoke, the finer his 
Orations were. I fliould never end, were I to 
take in all that could be produced upon this Sub- 
jcdt ; what has been already faid, will give us an 
Idea of the extraordinary Worth of this great Man, 
and a juft Eftimate of his Merit. 

He fiourifhed in the Reign of Philip of Ma- 
cedon. : The Time of his Birth and of his Death 
is uncertain. It is fuppofed he was born about 
Vol. II. D the 
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the Year of Rome three hundred and feventy-three* 
and lived about threefcore Years. 
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POLYBIUS. 

T HE taking of Conjlantinople by Mahomet 
the Great fell in the latter Times of Pope 
Nicholas the Fifth, a Pope not only ftudious of 
good Letters, and particularly of Hiftory, but 
alfo a great Encourager of it in others. From 
the dreadful Overthrow of that City and final 
Si b/erfion of the Greek Empire many learned 
Men efcaped, and brought over with them, into 

Italy, 
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Italy, that Treafure of ancient Authors, which, 
by their Unhappinefs we now poffefs ; and among 
the reft fume of the remaining Fragments of 
Polybius. The Body of his Hiftory, as he left it 
finilhed, confifted of forty Books, of which the 
eighth Part is only remaining to us entire. As 
for his Negociations when he was fent Embafta- 
dor, either from his own Countrymen the Com- 
monwealth of the Achaians , or afterwards was 
employed by the Romans on their Bufinefs with 
other Nations, we are obliged to Conjlantine the 
Great for their Prefervation ; for that Emperor 
was fo much in love with the dextrous Manage- 
ment and Wifdom of this Grecian , that he caufed 
them all to be faithfully tranfcribed, and made 
frequent ufe of them in his own Difpatches and 
Affairs with foreign Princes, as his beft Guides, 
in his Concernments with them. 

None that converfe with Books can be iff- 

O 

norant that Polybius was of Megalopolis , a City 
in Arcadia. He began to flourifh in the times 
of Ptolemy P kilometer, and was born about the 
fourth Year of the Hundred and forty-third 
Olympiad. He was the Son of Lycortus , General 
of the Acbaians , which was the moft renowned 
Rdpublick then in Greece. That great State 
fent them, both Father and Son, in the Quality 
of Embaffadors to the Egyptian King j and the 
Son had afterwards the fame Honour when he 
was deputed to go to the Roman Conful, who 
made war upon King Perfeus in TbeJJaly. He 
was born noble, and as he received at his Birth 
great Gifts from Nature which favoured his De- 
ngn of writing Hiftory, fo that Chance of For- 
tune which brought him to Rome was of no fmall 
Advantage to him j ftnee he was indebted to it 
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not only for the beft Part of his Learning, but for 
the important Friendfhip he contracted with Sci- 
fi o, and Lelius , which contributed much to the 
Celebration of his Hiftory to Pofterity. 

But the Pains he took in the Acquifition of 
all that could put him into a Capacity of writing 
well and labouring for Eternity, feems worthy 
to be confidered. He thought he could make 
no exa£t Defcription, nor be confident of the 
Authority of his Memorials from whatfoever 
Place he fhould have them, if he had not rec- 
tified them by his own Sight j viewing himfelf 
the Countries he intended to treat of. He re- 
folved therefore to be well acquainted with many 
Places, as well of Europe , as Afia and Africa , 
whither he went purpofely to be allured of what 
he fhould write of them. And he ufed Scipio’s 
Authority to procure Vcflels fit to fail upon the 
Atlantic Ocean, judging that what he fhould 
there obferve would prove ufeful to his Defign. 
It is certain that he palled the Alps , and one 
Part of Gaul, to reprefent truly HannibaF s Paf- 
fage into Italy, and fearing to omit the leaft 
Circumftance of the fame Scipio’s Actions, he 
travelled all over Spain , and firopt particularly 
at New Carthage , that he might carefully flady 
the Situation of it. 

POLYBIUS , tho’ he principally intended 
the Hiftory of the Romans , and the Eltablifhment 
of their Empire over the greateft Part of the 
World which was then known, yet he had in 
his eye the general Hiftory of the Times, in 
which he lived, not forgetting either the Wars 
of his own Country with their Neighbours of 
AS.tolia , or the concurrent Affairs of Macedonia , 
and the Provinces of Greece , (which is properly 

fo 
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lo called) nor the Monarchies of Afta and Egypt a 
nor the Republick of the Carthaginians , with 
the feveral Traverfes of their Fortunes, either in 
relation to the Romans , or independant to the 
Wars which they waged with them, befides what 
happened in Spain and Sicily and other European 
Countries. The Time which is taken up in ths 
Hiftory confifts of fifty-three Years, and the 
greateft Part of it is employed in the Defcription 
of thofe Events of which he was an Eye-wit- 
nefs, or bore a confiderabie Part in the Conduct 
of them. He was fully qualified to execute the 
great Defign he engaged in j for tho’ poffibly he 
might yield to one or two of the Greek Hifto- 
rians in the Praife of Eloquence, yet m Wifdom 
and all other Accomplishments belonging to a 
perfect Hiftorian, he was at leaft equal to any 
other Writer Greek or Romany and perhaps ex- 
celled them all. He comes recommended by 
the Nobility of his Birth, by his Inftitution in 
Arts and Sciences, by his Knowledge in natural 
and moral Philofophy, and particularly the Po- 
liticks} by being converfant both in the Arts 
of Peace and War ; by his Education under his 
Father Lycortus , who voluntarily depofed himfelf 
from his Sovereignty of Megalopolis to become a 
principal Member of the Achaian Commonwealth, 
which then flourilhed under the Management of 
A' atus ; by his Friendlhip with Scipio Africanus , 
who fubdued Carthage , to whom he was both a 
Companion and a Counfellor ; and by the Good- 
will, Efteem and Intimacy which he had with 
feveral Princes of Aft a, Greece and Egypt , during 
his Life } and after his Deceafe, by deferving the 
Applaufe and Approbation of all fucceeding 

Ages. . 
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We may form a Judgment of the Worth and 
Greatnefs of this Writer by the Number of Sta- 
tues creeled to his Honour, by the Greeks at 
Palantium , Mantmeca , Pegaa, Megalopolis and 
other Cities of Arcadia ; the Infcription of one 
of which testifies, *fays P ’aufanias, that he tra- 
velled over all Seas and Lands, was a Friend 
and Ally to the Romans , and reconciled them, 
being then incenfed againft the Grecians ; and 
another Infcription is thus, If Greece had at 
frjl purfued the Counfel of Polybius, it had not 
offended-, hut being now inferably ajfdffrd, he is 
her only Comfort and Support. He is mentioned 
with great Honour by Cicero, Strabo, fofephus and 
Plutarch-, and in what Rank of Writers they 
are placed, none of, the Learned need to be in- 
formed. He is copy’d in whole Books together 
by Livy, commonly efteemed the Prince of the 
Reman Hiftory, and tranilated word for word ; 
tho’ the Latin Hiftorian is not to be excufed for 
giving him only the dry Commendation of a 
Writer not to be defpifed, without confefiing to 
whom he had been fo much obliged. Marcus 
Brutus, who preferred the Freedom of his Coun- 
try to the Obligations which he had to Julius 
Ceefar , fo prized Polybius, that he made a Com- 
pendium of his Works, and read him not only 
for his Inftru&ion, but for the Diverfion of his 
Grief, when his noble Enterprize for the Refto- 
ration of the Commonwealth had not found the 
Si ccefs which it deferved. And this is not the 
leaft Commendation of this Hiftorian, that he 
who was not wholly fatisfied with the Eloquence 
of Tully, fhould epitomize Polybius with his own 
Hand. It was on the Confideration of Brutus , 
and the Veneration which he paid him, that 
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Conjlant'rne the Great took fo great a Pleafure 
in reading him, and collecting the feveral Trea- 
ties of his Embaffies ; of which, tho’ many are 
now I oft, yet thofe which remain are a fufficient 
Teftimony of his great Abilities. He learned 
the Roman Tongue, and attained to that Know- 
ledge of their Laws, their Rijghts, their Cuftoms 
and Antiquities, that few of their own Citizens 
underftood them better j having gained Perm ifflon 
from the Senate to fearch the Capitol, he made 
himfelf familiar with their Records, and after- 
wards tranflated them into his Mother-Tongue : 

So that he taught the Noblemen of Rome their 
own municipal Laws, and was accounted more 
Ikilful in them than Fa bins Piftor^ a Man of the 
Senatorian Order, who wrpte the Tranfactions of 
the Punick Wars. 

POLTBIUS was without all queftion a ♦ 
very great Man ; he was noble, and of the firft 
Rank, of his Country, a Soldier, a Statefman, 
and a Philofopher ; and withal of an excellent 
Underftanding ; polifhed and cultivated by Bufi- 
nefs and eminent Trufts, and temper’d and 
ballafted by his own and his Country’s Afflictions. 

So that it may be faid, no Man ever engaged in 
a Work of this Sort better furnifhed with Requi- 
fites ; and he feems to fill the Chair, when he 
treats diftinctly on any of the above-named 
Subjects j but when he talks of War, which is the 
favourite Subject and Darling of Hiftory, how '* 
like a General and perfect Matter in that Trade 
does he acquit himfelf ? How exact and painful 
is he in his Defcriptions of Battles by Land and 
Sea, defcending to every Particular that may 
afford Light to his Reader ? How finely, fruit- 
fully, juflly and. morally, does he inftruct and 
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reafon on Events of Councils, Battles, and all 
kind of TranfaCtions ? How does HannibaF s 
Craft and Wifdom, and Flaminius's Rafhnefs and 
Folly, appear in his Account of the Battle of 
Thrafymene ; infomuch that from Readers wc 
become Spectators of all thofe Exploits ? How 
faithful is he to the Character of the Carthagi- 
nians , in their Naval Knowledge and Strength ? 
And with what Franknefs, .Afiiirance and Im- 
partiality, does he fhew the Romans Ignorance, 
and reprove their Rafhnefs, when he compares 
thofe two People on the SubjeCt of their martial 
Affairs and Adventures ? All which we read with 
Pleafure, and approve with Eafe. So that, in a 
Word, he will be found throughout to preferve 
his Character of a brave, able and impartial 
Writer. The SubjeCt of his Hiftory were all the 
moft confiderable ACtions in the World, from 
the Beginning of the fecond Punick War to the 
End of that which terminated the Differences of 
the Romans with the Macedonian Kings, by the 
utter Ruin of their Monarchy. 

LA MOT HE takes occafion to fpeak of one 
Sebajiian Macciusy who treating of Hiftory, and 
declaiming againft Digreflions, condemns thofe 
of Salluji and Polybius ; indecently calling them 
bafe-conditioned Fellows, and Men fprung out 
of the Dregs of the People ; and the more to de- 
fame the latter, he particularly adds, that he was 
a meer Pedant given to Scipio, to ferve him in the 
quality of a Praeceptor ; but this Imputation is 
unlearned and ridiculous, for it is utterly im- 
probable that a Perfon fo exercifed in Affairs of 
State, and accuftomed to great Employments, 
as Polybius was, fhould be known to Scipio t 
and accompany him in all his military Ex-. 
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peditions, for no other Purpofe than to in- 
fl-ruct him in the Parts of Speech, and teach 
him the Rudiments of Grammar. There 
might be more Reafon perhaps to charge him, 
as fome have done, with 'Impiety and Want of 
Religion in his Devotion to the Deity ; for 
though he fpeaks in many Places very advan- 
tageously of the Worfhip of the Gods, as when 
he attributes all the Glory of Arcadia , his Coun- 
try, to their great Care in ferving the Altars, 
and elfewhere profelTes that he abhors the Li- 
centioufnefs of War that caufes the DeftruCtion 
of Temples, which he makes to be a mod ca- 
pital Crime j yet he declares fo formally in an- 
other Place againft the Divinity, and all thofe 
who in his Time held the Opinion of the Pains 
of Hell, that it appears evidently he believed no- 
thing of the Matter. And about the End of the 
fixth Book he'obferves that Superftition, which 
was accounted a Vice by all other Nations, pafi’ed 
for a Virtue among the Romans . If one could, 
fays he, compofe a Republick only of wife and 
virtuous Men, all thofe fabulous Opinions of God£ 
and Hell would be altogether fuperfluous. But 
fince there is no State where the People are not 
(as we fee them) fubjeCt to Irregularities and 
evil Actions; one muft, to bridle them, make 
ufe of thofe imaginary Fears, and the panick 
Terrors of the other World that our Religion 
imprints, and which the Ancients have fo pru- 
dently introduced to this End, that they cannot 
be contradicted now by any but rafh Perfons, or 
thofe who are not well in their Wits. Let fuch 
as defend Polybius in every thing (as Cafaubon 
has done) fay what they pleafe in bis favour, they 
* can. never* after fo formal a Declaration, make 
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him pafs for a Perfon very zealous in the Reli- 
gion of his Time. 

Besides the forty Books of his Univerfal 
Hiftory, it is credible by one of the Letters 
which Cicero writ to Lucceius , that he made a 
particular Treatife of the War of rfumantia. 
His great Age furnilhed him with Convenience 
to write much ; fince we underftand from Z«- 
cian, that he paffed the great climacterical Year, 
and died not till he was eighty-two Years old. 
He confefles himfelf, that the Advice of Lelius y 
which he often required in their ordinary Con- 
ferences, and the Memorials which that great 
Perfon furnifhed him withal, were very advanta- 
geous to him. 

But as to his Manner of writing, the Learn- 
ed have not agreed to beftow upon him the 
Praife of Eloquence. Dionyfius Halt car najfeusy 
the moll ftri£t and auftere Critick among them, 
calls him impolite, and reproaches him with 
Negligence both in the Choice of Words and 
the Structure or Compofition of his Periods. 
His Excellency neverthelefs is fuch in all other 
Things, that one would fuppofe he neglected the 
Nicety of Words as of little Importance, to 
confine himfelf entirely to Things more ferious 
and fignificant. He certainly deferved the great 
Elogies given him by learned Men. Polybius , 
fays Bodin , is not only every where equal and 
like himfelf, but alfo wife and grave, fparing 
in his Commendations, {harp and fevere in his 
Reprehenfions, and like a prudent Lawgiver 
and a good Commander, he difputes many Things 
concerning the military and civil Difcipline, and 
the Duty of an Hiftorian. Lipfius is more large 
in his Commendation. Polybius } in Judgment 
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and Prudence, is not unlike Thucydides ; but in 
his Care and Style more loofe and free j lie flies 
out, breaks off, and dilates his Difcourfe ; and in 
many Places does not fo much relate as profeffed- 
ly teach ; but then his Advices are every where 
right and falutary, and I fhould therefore the 
rather commend him to Princes, becaufe there 
is no need of an anxious Enquiry into his 
Thoughts, but he himfelf opens and reveals his 
Senfe. Polybius , fays Rapin , is more grave than 
Thucydides ; he does ;iot fo often introduce Scipio 
fpeaking, altho’ he had a kind of right to do it j 
having all along waited upon him in his Wars. 
He has frequent Digreffions upon Politicks, the 
Art of War, and the Laws of Hiftory, which 
do not feem necefl'ary. He is a greater Libertine 
than Xenophon , and treats the Opinions the Peo- 
ple of thofe Days had of their Gods and Hell as 
Fables. But the moil learned Cafaubon , in his 
Preface to Polybius , has moft clearly and at large 
demonftrated the Excellence of this Greek Wri- 
ter, and wherein he is to be preferred before the 
other Hiftorians. 
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DIODORUS SICULUS. 

» 

T\10D0RUS SICULUS was a Native 
of Agyriu?n, a City in Sicily , and flourilhed 
in the Time of Julius Cesfar and Augujlus. He 
wrote at Rome his excellent Work, entitled Bi- 
bliotheca Hijhrica , after having travelled through 
the greateft Part of Afia and Europe , with incre- 
dible Hazards and Fatigue, to inform himfelf and 
colled! Materials. He fpent thirty Years in com- 
pofing it, and collected it into forty Books, 
which took in the Subftance of what the molt 
renowned Hiftorians had written before him ; 
infomuch, that if this Work were ftill compleat, 
we could not want a competent Knowledge of 
the firft and remoteft Ages. 

But, to the great Grief of learned Men* 
cf the forty Books only fifteen are now extant. 
The firft five are entire, and give us an Account 
of the fabulous Times, and explain the Antiqui- 
ties and Tranfadtions of the Egyptians , AJfyrians , 
Perfians , Lybians r Grecians , &nd other Nations, 
before the Trojan War. The five next Books 
are wanting. The eleventh Book begins at 
Xerxes’ s Expedition into Greece: From whence, 
to the End of the twentieth Book, which brings 
the Hiftory down to the Year of the World 
three thoufand fix hundred and fifty, the Work 
h entire i but the latter twenty Books are quite 

loft. 
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loft. Henry Stephens afterts, from a Letter com- 
municated to him by Mr. Lazaro Baif, that all 
the Works of Diodorus are found entire, in fome 
Corner of Sicily. I confefs, fays La Mot be, upon 
this Occafion 1 would willingly go almoft to the 
End of the World, if I thought to find there fo 
great a Treafure. And I fhall envy thofe that 
will come after us this important Difcovery, if it 
fhall be made when we fhall be no more j- and 
that inftead of fifteen Books only, which we now 
enjoy, they fhall poflefs the whole forty. 

The Contents of the whole Work are thus 
explained by the Author. Our fix firft Books, 
(the laft of which is loft) fays he, comprehend 
all that happened before the War of Troy, to- 
gether with many fabulous Matters here and 
there interfperfed. Of thefe, the three former 
relate the Antiquity of the Barbarians j and the 
three latter contain thofe of the Greeks. The. 
. eleven next following, include all that happened 
remarkable in the World from the Deftruciion 
of Troy to the Death of Alexander the Great. 
Laftly, the other twenty-three extend to- the 
Conqueft: of Julius Ccefar over the Gauls , when 
he made the Britifa Ocean the Northern Bounds 
of the Roman Empire. 

This Writer has undergone various Cha- 
racters from the Learned. Pliny afterts, that 
Diodorus was the firft: of the Greeks who fpoke 
ferioufly, and avoided writing of Trifles, Primus 
apud Graecos defit nugari Diodorus. Bifhop 
Montague , in his Preface to his Apparatus , gives 
this Sicilian the Reputation of an excellent Au- 
thor, who, with great Fidelity, immenfe Labour, 
and uncommon Diligence and Ingenuity, has 
collected an Hiftorical Library, in which he has 

reprefented 
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reprefented his own and the Studies of other 
Men, being the great Reporter of human Ac- 
tions. He is cenfured notwithflanding by Bodi - 
nus , who condemns the Style of this Hiftorian j 
and Ludovicus Fives with great Acrimony arraigns 
the Body of his Hillory, and the Narration of 
which it is compofed. He blames him particu- 
larly for relating flrange and incredible Com- 
putations of Time, for inferting that the Egyp- 
tians had preferved their publick Records for an 
hundred thoufand Years j that the Chaldeans had 
made Obfervations of the heavenly Bodies, for 
the Space of four hundred leventy and two thou- 
fand Years before Alexander's Conquefts in Afia ; 
that the Egyptians reckoned feme ten and others 
three and twenty thoufand Years from Ifis and 
Ofiris , to the fame Alexander ; and that their firft 
Kings, who were Gods, did each of them reign 
no lefs than twelve hundred Y ears. 

But La Alothe , with great Juftice, vindicates 
the Credit of this Writer ; he fays, that Diodo- 
rus inferted the Egyptian Ephemerides , and the 
aftronomical Calculations of the Chaldeans , only 
to fhew what was the common Belief of thofe 
People ; not infilling that he himfelf was of that 
Opinion. He is fo far from it, that he fays 
exprefly in his fecond Book, that he cannot pof- 
fibly acquiefce to what the College of Chaldeans 
had determined of the long Space of Time which 
preceded the Victories of Alexander. I am fo 
far, fays the French Critick again, from condemn- 
ing the Fables and excellent Mythology in the 
firfl five Books of Diodorus , that, in my Opinion, 
we have nothing more precious in all that re- 
mains of Antiquity ; for befldes that Fables 
may be ferioufly told, and- that Plato s Timceus^ 

witk 
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with many other Works of great Confequence, 
would be ufelefs upon this Suppofition, yet thefe 
are of that Ufe to give us a Notion of the 
whole Theology of the Idolaters. And if it 
were lawful to give a holy Name to a profane 
Thing, I might call the five fore-mentioned 
Books the Bible of Paganifm ; fince they teach 
us at the firft View what the Gentiles believed of 
Eternity, and of the Creation of the W orld. 
So that they give us fo perfect an Idea of the 
Theogony of the Egyptians, which was after- 
wards followed by the Greeks , that without 
them we fliould have been Strangers to thefe 
lifeful Difcoveries, and thefe moft curious Rela- 
tions would have been unknown to us. 

The Time of thofe two Emperors, Cctfar 
and Augujlus , is allowed to have been the pureft 
Age of the Latin Tongue, but not fo of the 
Greek ; in their Reigns the Athenian Eloquence 
was already transferred to Rome. It is no won- 
der then, that Diodorus is not equal in this re- 
fpedf to Herodotus , Thucydides or Xenophon , being 
a Sicilian only, and under the Difadvantage of 
writing at fuch a Seafon. Photius neverthelefs 
does not forbear to praife his Style, as being very 
clear, unaffedted, and proper for his Subjedt, 
which is Hiftory. It is, fays he, neither too 
Attic k, nor too full of old Words ; his Manner 
of Writing obferves a juft Mediocrity between 
the moft fublime Style, and tire other which 
the School calls humble and creeping, upon the 
account of its Lownefs, which is carefully a- 
voided by this'Hiftorian. 

D I O D 0 RU S is commended by JnJHn 
Martyr, as the moft renowned and efteemed of 

- all 
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all the Greek Hiftorians, and by his Writings 
takes occafion to prove the Excellence and An- 
tiquity of Mofes the great Lawgiver of the He- 
brews ; and when he would infinuate that Ho- 
mer had learned in Egypt the moft beautiful Paf- 
fages with which he. adorned his Poefie, he ufes 
for it the Authority of Diodorus , whom he does 
not name without Praife. Eufebius goes beyond 
Jitjiin Martyr , both in Titles of Honour and 
Citations of Paflages drawn from this Hiftorian, 
with which he fills all the Books of his Evan- 
gelical Preparation. And when he treats of the 
Beginning of the World, and of what the An- 
cients believed of the Sun and Moon, and of the 
Cuftom which the Carthaginians had to fcrifice 
Men, and of infinite other SubjeiSts which fall 
into his principal Defign, he always alledges 
Diodorus ; but he does it chiefly when he 
examines the Theology of the Egyptians in his 
fecond Book, where he very much extols the 
Fame of him j he calls him a moll illuflrious 
Writer, moft exadl in his Narrations, and one 
in highEfteem among the Learned for his pro- 
found Doctrine ; and he adds, that there is no 
Grecian who is not defirous to read him and al- 
low him the Preference above other Writers in 
the fame Language. But when he infills in his 
tenth Book, that Greece had received from the 
Hands of thofe it efteemed barbarous, and par- 
ticularly from the Jews., all the Sciences and 
Learning for which it had fo great a V alue ; it ' 
is in that he attributes to him the greateft Ho- 
nouf : For after he had ufed the Tefti monies of 
Clement y Porphyry , Plato , Democritus , Heraclitus y 
Jofephusx and other Authors, he finifhes his 

* Proof 
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Proof with a Quotation out of the firft Book of 
that incomparable Hiftory, to the end , fays he, 
that the Authority of Diodorus may he a s a Seal to 
all my Demonjlration. 
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DIONYSIUS 
HALICARN ASSEUS. 

I F this Writer had not faid of himfelf in the 
Beginning of his Hiftory, that he lived in the 
Reign of Augujius , we might be well allured of 
it from Strabo ; who, fpeaking of the City of 
Halt car na [Jus, obferves that it gave the World 
two .illuftrious Perfons, Herodotus , and in our- 
Time, fays he, Dlonyjius the Hiftorian. 

Among many Writers who bore the Name 
of Dionyjius $ Suidas makes mention of another 
befides him we fpeak of, who was of Halicar- 
najjus alfo, and of his Pofterity. He appeared 
under the Emperor Adrian , with the Surname 
' of Muficus ; becaufe, tho’ he was an Orator, his 
principal Talent lay in Mufick j of which he 
compofed many Books. As for our Hiftorian, 
he came to Rome a fhort Time after Augujius 
had happily finifhed the Civil Wars, and con- 
tinued ther^ two and twenty Years : He em- 
ployed his Time in, learning the Latin Tongue, 
and collecting Materials for the Defign he had 
laid of writing his Hiftory. For this purpofe he 
confulted all Books, all the Commentaries and 
Annals that had been written by Romans of 
Learning and Credit, about the Concerns of the 
State, Old Cato , Fabius Maximus , Valerius An- 
tiasy Licinius Macer , and fome others. He ac- 
knowledges 
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knowledges that the Converfation he had with 
the learned Men of that Imperial City, and his 
frequent Conference with the greateft Genius’s of 
the Age, were of no lefs Service to him than all 
his own Diligence and Application. 

His Hiftory treats of the Roman Antiquities, 
which he comprifed in twenty Books, whereof 
there remain no more than the firft eleven to 
this Age, which conclude with the Time when 
the Confuls refumed the chief Authority in the 
Republick, after the Government of the Decern - 
viriy which happened three hundred and twelve 
Years after the Foundation of Rome. The whole 
Work comprehended much more ; for it paffed 
from the taking of Troy over the fabulous ' and 
hiftorical Time, to the , Beginning of the firft: 
Punick War; ending where Polybius begins his 
Hiftory. In order to a clear Notice of the 
Roman People, he has begun his Work with the 
Aborigines, the firft Inhabitants of Italy. His 
Authority is vindicated by Scaliger, who afierts, 
that we have no Author remaining that has ob- 
ferved fo exact Order in Chronology ; and tho’ he 
may be cenfured for relating too creduloufly fome 
improbable Stories, yet upon the whole he is 
efteemed as an exadt and diligent Writer, and 
more fincere than Livy. He is cenfured as a very 
prolix Orator, his Hiftory and Antiquities have 
an univerfal Applaufe, and the Lofs of what is 
wanting is exceedingly lamented. 

The Style of this Writer (as Phot ins confiders 
it) is new and uncommon, but attended with a 
Simplicity which renders it delightful j and he 
adds, that the Elegancy of his Phrafe corrects 
and foftens the Roughnefs that is fometimes 
found in his Expreifion. He commends him ex- 
; • ceedingly 
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ceedingly for ufing many Digreftions, which re- 
tain and recreate the Mind of the Reader, when 
the Evennefs of an hiftorical Narration begins - 
to be wearifome and tedious. The Excellencies 
of this Writer are more particularly diftinguilhed 
by Bociinus ; Dionyfius , fays he, befides the E- 
fteem he merits by his familiar Style and pure 
Attick Greeks has alfo written the Roman Anti- 
quities from the Foundation of the City, with 
fo great a Diligence, that he feems to- excel all 
other Greek and Latin Authors ; for what the 
Latins neglected as common and well known, 
their Sacrifices, Plays, Triumphs, Enfigns of 
Magiftrates and all the Order of the Roman 
puBlick Government, their Taxes or Revenues, 
their Aufpicia or Divinations, their great A ff'em- 
blies and their difficult Divifion of the People 
into Tribes and Claflesj laftly, the Authority 
of the Senate, the Commands of the Plebes or 
lower Orders, the Authority of the Magiftrates 
and the Power of the People he only feems to 
have accurately delivered} and for the better 
imderftanding of thefe, he compares them with 
the Grecian Laws and Rites, as when he fetches 
the Laws of Retainers, Vaflalage or Prote&ion, 
which Romulus inftituted, and derives .them from 
the Cuftoms of the Athenians and Thejfalians . 
The Laws, he goes on, of Romulus, and Numa , . 
and Servius , had, togerther with the Origin of 
the People of Rome , perifhed totally, if this Au- 
thor had not preferved them. It is a great Glory 
to him to have exceeded all the Roman Writeis 
in Things wherein they ought to have had fo great 
Advantage over him. 

Certainly, fays La Mothe , it is not to be 
imagined, that a Man of that Reputation, which 
* - Dionyjiut 
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Diony/ius had acquired in Learning, could pro- 
duce any thing that was not very polite and 
worthy of his Name. We have his Compofitions 
of Rhetorick , and the moft fubtle Criticks place 
him in the firft Rank of thofe who delighted in 
that Sort of Study ; and tho’ there were no more 
to be faid of him than the Requeft that was made 
him by Pornpey the Great, to give him his Judg- 
ment on the firft Greek Hiftorians, and efpccially 
on Herodotus and Xenophon ; it thews fufficiently 
the Efteem wherein he lived in his Time, and of 
what Authority he was in Rome , when that great 
General chofe him out of many others to inform 
him upon this Subject. His Charadlers of an- 
cient Writers that were before him, are too exact 
and rigorous, and his Laws of Eloquence too 
fevere; for according to the Strictnefe of his 
Maxims, there never was a perfect Hiftorian. 
Among many Inftances of his Spleen in Criticifm 
he took upon him to blame the Style of Plato. 
This was one of the Occafions of a Letter 
which Pompcy writ to him in Plato's Defence j 
and we fee by Dionyftus his Anfwer, that altho’ 
to pacify Pompey , he profefles himf _’f an Admirer 
of Plato , yet he ftill perfifts to give the Preference 
to Demojlhenes. 

But his Confidence and Credulity in relating 
Stories wholly improbable deferve to be con- 
demn’d. What can be thought of his making 
a Razor cut a Whetftone, bv the Command of 
Navi us Attius the Augur? His repre Tenting Caf- 
tor and Pollux fighting for the Romans againlt 
the Latins? The Rivers Vult r ius and Giants run- 
ning back to their Source, in favour of the In- 
habitants of Cumee ? He fays, that a Statue of 
the Goddefs Fortune pronounced thefe Words 

twice. 
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twice, Rite me Matrona dedicajih. But there is 
fcarce a more Arrange Relation in the Roman 
Hiftory, than the Action of Clcelia , as he re- 
prefents it. He fays that this Roman Virgin, 
who was given in Hoftage with many others to 
Porfenna , King of the Hetrufcians , returned with 
all her Companions from the Tufcan Camp to 
the City of Rome , fwimming over the River Ti- 
ber, wherein they had leave to bathe ; as if it 
were poflible that fearful Maidens, who, it may 
be iuppofed had not learned to fwim, durfl but 
look upon fuch a River with Defign to pafs it, 
and caft themfelves defperately into it, when 
the Peace was almofl concluded. For tho’ Plu- 
tarch defcribes the Place in the Life of Publico- 
la , fo very agreeable and convenient to bathe 
in, yet he confeffes that the River was very ra- 
pid and deep ; Livy writes with no more like- 
lihood when he tells the fame Story. Plutarch 
does indeed in fome meafure queftion the Truth 
of it. The Account of Valerius Maximus is 
more agreeable, that this young Lady under the 
Favour of a dark Night efcap’d from the Ene- 
mies Camp, .mounted upon a Horfe which bore 
her among her f riends on the other Side. The 
Equeftrian Statue, eredted to her Honour by tire 
Romans , fupports this Opinion ; but when Wri- 
ters will facrifice what is plain and probable to 
fomething marvellous and extraordinary, we cam- 
not be furprifed at fuch Relations. 

- — r 1 ■ 1 - 
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ARRIAN. 

* 

U NDER that learned Emperor Adrian flou- 
ri filed Arrian of Nicomedia , a City of Bi~ 
thynia , the celebrated Scholar of Epiftetus, ( Dio 
calls him Flavius Arrianus Nicomedienfis ) a Phi— 
lofopher and Hiftorian ; and, if fome may be cre- 
dited, an eminent Civilian. Suidas acquaints us 
from Heliconius , that he attained even to the 
Confular Dignity, and that for the Sweetnefs of 
his Style, he was termed another Xenophon. Pho- 
tius agrees with him, and adds, that he was 
Prieft to Ceres and Proferpine. Lucian in his 
Pfcudcmantes allures us, that Arrian the Scholar 
of EpiElctus , a Man of the ftrft Rank in Rome, 
employ’d his whole Life in the Study of polite 
Literature, for which he was fo particularly fa- 
mous, fays Dio , that he was complimented with 
his Freedom both of Rome and Athens. Dio in- 
forms us, that he was advanced to be Praefedl of 
Cappadocia , and that he reduced the Alauni and 
MaJJdgetee. Pliny the Younger, who was then 
Proconful of Pontus and Bitkynia, addrefl'ed feven 
of his Epiftles to him, and this is the more pro- 
bable, becaufe Arrian was not only a Bithynian y 
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but wrote the Bithynian and Alaunian Hiftory* 
an Abridgment of the firft of which may be feen 
in Pbotius , and a Fragment of the laft in the 
fecond Volume of Blancard’s Edition of his 
-Works. 

He likewife wrote the Parthian Hiftory in 
feventeen Books, an Extract whereof Pbotius 
has preferved. We have four Books of his Difler- 
tations on Epittetus ; as alfo a Paraplus, or Lu- 
ttration of the Coafts of the Euxine and Red Seas, 
inferibed to the Emperor Adrian , if that In- 
fcription be genuine ; for Salmajius imagines thefe 
to have been the W orks of another of the • fame 
Name, who flouriflied from the time of Nero to 
Vefpajian. He wrote the Life of Dio the Syracu- 
Jian ; an Account of Timoleons. Adts in Sicily ; 
a Book of Tadticks, and a Trfcatife-on Hunting, - 
as a Supplement to Xenophons Work upon the 
fame Subject. His Indian Hiftory we have com- 
pleat, notwithftandirtg the Aflertation of the learn- 
ed Stucbius to the contrary. 

Mr. BOILEAU, in the Life of Epiftetus y 
gives Arrian this extraordinary Character : Of 

all the Scholars of Epittetus, fays he, Arrian is 
the only one whofe Name has been tranfmitted 
with Reputation to Pofterity ; but he is fuch a 
one as fufficiently demonftrates the Excellency 
- of his Matter, tho’ we fhould fuppofe that he 
alone had been of his forming. For this is the 
very Perfon who was afterwards advanced to 
be Preceptor to Antonine , furnamed the Pious , 
becaufe, like that Philofopher, he committed to 
writing the Dictates deliver d by his Matter in 
his Life-time, and publifh’d them in one Vo- 
lume, under the Name of Epittetus h:s Difcour- 
fes, or Diflertations, which at prefent we have 
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m four Books. After this he compoled a little 
Treatife called his Enchiridion , which is a fhoit 
Compendium of all Epictetus’* Philofophical 
Principles, and hath ever, been acknowledged 
for one of the moft valuable and beautiful Pie- 
ces of ancient Morality, He likewile writ a 
large Book of the Life and Death of Epictetus, 
which is now unfortunately loft. And to ftiew 
how much he was of Opinion this Writer had 
obliged Mankind, he allures us, that Epictetus 
left nothing of his own Compofition behind him 
and if Arrian had not tranfmitted to Mankind 
the Maxims of his Matter, we have fome Rea- 
fon to doubt whether the very Name o( Epicte- 
tus had not been loft to the World. It is not 
ealy to know, whether his Hijiory was writ be- 
fore his Enchiridion , and thole other Difcourfes 
of Epictetus , which Simplicius in his Commenta- 
ries allures us to be compofed by him $ for tho* 

. 11 might not be thought, according to the or- 
dinary and natural Courfe of Study, he Ihould 
apply himfelf to Philofophical Contemplations in 
the youthful Part of his Life, yet it appears in 
the Preface of thofe Difcourles, that he writ 
them as they were fpoken by his Mailer, collect- 
ed from, his Mouth whillt: he was yet the Scho- 
lar of that great Philofopher ; and he complains 
that they were publilhed without his Privity 
which is a certain Evidence of their being writ- 
ten in his younger Age. Phot ins fays, they 

were formerly in twdve Books, befitte certain 
Philofophical DilTertations by him mentioned 
which are loft to this Age. 

As for His Hiftorical Compolitions, tho’ we 
have them not all intire, by what remains of 
them we may difeern enough to oblige us to 
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value his Merit; and his feven Books of the 
Conqueft of Alexander the Great, and eight 
which treat particularly of India, may fuffice to 
; give him a Rank and Name among the chiefeft 
Hiftorians. Befides thefe, he wrote in ten Books 
the Hiftory of thofe Actions which happened a- 
mongft Alexander s Captains after his Death, for 
they could not agree about the dividing their Con- 
quers ; but of thofe there remains nothing at th'is 
Day but an Abridgment of them, which Photius 
gives us in his Bibliotheca. 

This Author gives us to underftand, that he 
wrote the Hiftory of Alexander the Great by Di- 
vine Infpiration, and that he did it under the 
Title of ‘ Aufatp, and with the fame 

Number of Books that Xenophon chofe to de- 
fcribe the Conquefts of Cyrus ; and fome ob- 
ferve, that he fo affected to follow that Author, 
that he has perfectly imitated him in his Style, 
and in many other refpects ; and therefore he 
is diftinguifh’d by the Name of the Young Xe- 
nophon. He declares in his Preface, that the 
Relations of the Facts he has delivered, are 
founded upon the Faith of Arijlobulus and Ptole- 
maus Lagus , who accompanied Alexander in all his 
Enterprizes, and his Accounts are the more cre- 
dible, for that, befides the Royal Quality of the 
latter, they did neither of them publifh their 
Writings till after Alexander’s Death, without 
any other Obligation, than a real Defire of dif- 
covering the Truth of his Actions. And yet 
Our Author profeffes in his Defcription of the 
Death of Callijlheties the Philofopher, that it 
was di verily reported by them, though they 
were both near the Perlon of Alexander , when 
the Procefs was made againft that unfortunate 

Perfon, 
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Perfon. Anjlobulus fays, he was led in Chains 
after the Army, till he died of a Sicknefs ; the 
other affirms, that, after having been expofed to 
Torture, he was ftrangled for being unhappily 
involved in the Confpiracy of Hermolaus ; fo dif- 
ficult it is to come at the Truth of Actions per- • - 
formed, and there is nothing more certain, than 
that one and the fame Fa& is many times vari- 
oufly related by thofe who faw it, becaufe of the 
divers Refpe&s and Interefts in which the Relators 
are feverally engaged. 

P HOTIUS commends Arrian as equal to 
the bed Hiftorians ; his Narration is always a- 
greeable, becaufe it is both fliort and intelligi- 
ble, and he never difcompofes his Readers with 
tedious Digreffions, and fuch Parenthefes as may 
obfcure the Senfe of his Sentences. And one 
cannot eafily find in all his Hiftory, any one fuch 
miraculous Event, as might render it fufpeCled, 

•if you will except fome Predictions of Arijlander , 
and the Story of two New Springs , which appear- 
ed near the River of Oxus, as foon as Alexander 
was there encamped. 

The Pattern which Arrian propofed to imi- 
tate, permits him not to elevate his Style to a 
fublime Degree of Oratory, becaufe the Elo- 
quence of Xenophon is not of that Order ; but 
his Phrafe is mingled with fuch excellent Figures, 
that by retaining all the Clearne/s of him that he 
imitates, his Style has nothing in it either too flat- 
ly low, or too highly towering. He occafionally 
ufes fonietimes oblique Orations, and fometimes 
direft ones. The Oration of Callijlhenes againft 
Anaxarchus, who would have Alexander to be a- 
dored, is one of the moft confiderable of thofe 
that are direCt ; and there are two others not infe- 
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riour to it cf the fame Prince to his Soldiers, whd 
began to mutiny, once in the Indies , and the other 
Time upon the Banks of the Tigris. Thofe which 
were made before the Battle at the Streights of A- 
manuSf and at the Plain of Arbela y or Gaugamela , 
are oblique, and much more concife than the Oc- 
cafion required. Photius makes a very favourable . 
Judgment of the Hiftory of Arrian , and fays, that 
whofoever fhall compare it with the moil ancient 
of thofe which are fo much efteemed, it will be 
found there are many things in them which by no 
means come up to the Value of the other. He was 
a Writer of fo great Integrity, that by way of 
Eminence and Diftin£tion,he was called The hover 
of Truth. 


Editions of ARRIAN. 
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De Expedition Alexandri Magni, Lib. 7. Ejufdcm 
Jndica. Gr. Lat. noth Nic. Blancardi. 

Amft. 1668. 8vo. 
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Dijfertationes in EpiSietum. Gr. Lat. Notis & E- 
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APPIANUS. 


T HIS Hiftorian is the more con ftder able a- 
mong thofe who have laboured in the Ro~ • 
man Hiftory, in that, befides the Commendation 
which Photius gives him, to have truly as pof- 
fible delivered his Matter, he alone has particu- 
larly deferibed the Actions, according to the 
Provinces where the Scene of them lay, and the 
different Regions wherein they were tranfafted. 
This Method is certainly very ufeful and regular, 
to exprefs diftin£Uy the feveral Exploits, and 
feparately from each other, and at one View 
prefent what pafles in every Country j no way 
of Writing can be more inftru&ive than this, 
and apter in that refpe& to pleafe and fatisfy 
the Mind of the Reader ; fo that the Hiftory of 
Appian-t as Suidas relates, was often by an Ex- 
cellency of Title called the Bafilic or Royal Hi- 
ftory. 

He defeended from one of the chief Families 
of Alexandria , and came to Rome in the Time 
of the Emperor Trajan j he there practifed the 
Law for fome time, and pleaded with that Force 
and Eloquence, that he was foon advanced to 
be one of the Procuratores Cafaris , and after- 
wards carried to greater Dignities in the Empire 
Under Adrian and Antoninus Pius , He was 
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preferred, as Photius relates to the Admini- 
ftration of a Province j Sigonius and fome others 
call him Sophijla Alexandrinus , and make him an 
Egyptian. 

The Hiftory of Arrian was divided into 
three Volumes, which, as the fame Photius ob- 
ferves, contained four and twenty Books. It 
began at the Taking and Deftruction of Troy , 
and the Fortune of Mneas, and extended beyond 
the Reign of Augufius , making Excurfions fome- 
times even to the Times of Trajan. As to his 
Style, the fame Photius obferves, that as his 
Manner of Writing was plain and eafy, fo he 
had nothing in it that was fearing high of fu- 
pcrfluous, and he gives him the Privilege of 
heing not only very faithful, but one of thofe 
who has given the greatcft Teftimony of his. 
knowledge in the Art of War, and all kind of. 
military Difcipline. To read the Defcription 
cif his Battles, would make one fancy himfelf 
in the middle of them i and he is fo happy in 
his Orations, that he manages and moves the 
Affections which way he pleafes, whether it he 
to revive the Courage of the drooping Soldiers, 
or reprefs the extravagant Tranfports of thofe 
that are too. violent. Of the many Works 
which he coropofed, there remains to this Time 
but the leaft Part, which defcribe the Punick , Sy- 
rian, and Parthian Wars* thofe againft Mi- 
thridatesy againft the Spaniards , againft Hanni- 
bal, and five Books of thofe of the Civil Wars 
of Rome, and thofe of Illyria. As for that of the. 
Celtick War, or the War of the Gauls, there is. 
only a Fragment or Compendium of it extant, 
rather to make us regret what we want, than 
fatisfy our Minds with that which remains. The 
* Account 
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Account he gives of the Civil Wars is exceedingly 
praifed by Photius ; it is written, he lays, with 
great Accuratenels, Elegance and Clearnefe ; 
it begins with the Sedition of the Gracchi about 
the Agrarian Law, and continues it down through 
all the Tumults and Confufions of the Romans, 
to the Death of Pontpry the younger, which was 
but five Years before the Battle of Attium, and 
the- Settlement of Augujius in the Empire ; a 
Story that is net written at large and intirely by 
any other but this Author and Dion Cajftus , and 
is one of the beft Supplements that is extant of 
the laft Books in the End of Livy , and one of the 
beft Introductions to the Hiftory of the Cafars ; 
and laftly, it is one of the moft lively Reprefen- 
tations that is to be found in any Hiftory of the 
Diforders of Commonwealths, and the Mi- 
feries that attend great Changes in Govern- 
ments. 

But notwithftanding this favourable Cha- 
jaCter of Photius in behalf of Appian , Bodin fallfe 
foul both upon his Memory, and his Judgment 
in the Matter of Hiftory j for this bold Cenfurep 
denies that it was the Roman Pra&ice to lend; 
their Wives to one another, after the Cuftom of 
the Parthians and Lacedemonians, and imputes 
too much Credulity to our Hiftorian upon this 
account j tho’ Plutarch relates the fame Thing, 
and fays, that Cato freely lent his Wjfe to Hor- 
tertfius the Orator ; nor is the Law of Romulus, 
or that againft Adulterers mentioned by Agellius , 
fas Bodin unadvifedly imagines) repugnant to this 
Praftice. He blames him likewife for making' 
Cafar fay,- in his fecond Book of the Civil Wars, 
certain Expreflions that were not fpoken by him, 
but by Pompey , in athreatning Speech- which he 
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ufed to the Senate, when he put his Hand upoii 
his Sword, and told them, that if they would not 
grant him what he defired, that Sword fhould 
purchafe it. This ought in Candour to be afcri- 
bed to a Failure of Memory, to which all Man- 
kind is fubjeft. He condemns him likewife for 
another Error in miftaking Calphurnia for Pom- 
pei a, that Wife of Cafar> who was vitiated at 
the Ceremonies of the good Goddefs. Sigonius is 
more indecent, he arraigns him of Levity, and 
many Omiffions, without producing any Inftar.ce 
to fupport the Charge. Scaliger is very bold in 
his Cenfure upon him, in his Animadversions on 
the Hiftory of Pufebius, where he fays he would 
appear to be a Child in the Bufinefs of his Hiftory, 
were it not that an Infinity of Matters were 
added to his Hiftory of the Wars of Syria. 
Thefe Refledtions are railed too high, yet his 
Partiality is a Fault that runs through all his 
Works i he flatters the Romans , always placing 
the Right as well as the Advantage on their Side, 
to the Prejudice of all other Nations with whom 
they were concerned. We may add to this, that 
he often attributes to himfelf the Labours of • 
others, tranfcribing many Paragraphs and entire 
Sentences of Polybius , and other Authors more 
ancient, inferting them in his Works without 
citing their Texts, or making any Acknow- 
ledgment due to their Merit upon fuch Occaftons. 

He is likewife charged for tranfcribing the great- 
eft Part of the Commentaries of Augujfus , which 
contained (as Suetonius relates) the moft memo- 
rable Actions of his Life. This is indeed a Sort 
of Theft not to be allowed j Deprehendi in furto 
malle, quam mutuum redder e ; as Pliny fays to Vef- 
pafian , on the fame Subject j and Scaliger on this 
. Occafton 
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Occafion calls him alienorum laborum Fucum , allu- 
ding to a certain Sort of lazy Flies, which nourifh 
themfelves by the Labour and the Honey of 
others. 

* Notwithstanding the Severity of Sca- 
tiger upon the Character of Appian, he has had 
his Admirers, who have reprefented him in a more 
favourable Light ; Cali us Secundus Curio , in his 
Epiftle Dedicatory before the Latin Impreflion, 
writes thus of him : It is certain, fays he, that 
Appian propofed to himfclf the Method and Con- 
texture of Thucydides and Salujl , and endeavoured 
to imitate them both in their Veracity of Ex- 
prefiion, and Quicknels of Tranfition ; for he 
did not weave together a perpetual Series of 
Hiftory, as Livy and others ; but from the whole 
Matter, that is, from the greateft, and the 
molt immortal Actions of the Romans , he fepara- 
ted the Wars they made upon any Nation or Peo- 
ple, and made fo many Bodies of Hiftory as the 
Wars were they undertook ; which Reafon and 
Image of Writing, Cafar purfued in his fo much 
celebrated Commentaries, wherein nothing is 
found empty, fabulous or incredible ; no fuper- 
fhious or feigned Speeches, or Orations for Often- 
tation, but all pure, true, religious and neceflarv, 
in which he did not imitate the Vanity of the 
Greeks^ which to do is not indeed to write an Hi- 
ftory, but to deceive the WorM with Fables. Rap in 
confefles that he was a Copier of all the Greeks 
that treated on the fame Subject, which occafions 
his Style to be as various as the Books from which 
he ftole j yet after all, his Works are not to be 
defpifed, for they contain Matters of Worth and 
Learning. 


E 5 Edi- 


v ' Digitized by Googl 



$2 Lives of the Grecian Hiforians % 
Editions of AP P I ANUS. 

Greece, Tjph nitidijf. 

apud Carolum Stephanum, Lutet. 1551. 
Gr. iff hat. noth Hen. Stephani. 

cpnd ipfum Steph. 1 592. Fol. 
Gr. iff hat. noth H. Steph. iff Alex. Tollii, 2 vol. 

Amll. 1670. 8vo. 


DIO CASSIUS. 

2 JO CASSIUS , who is befides known by 
the Surnames of Cocce'tus and Cocceianus , 
was born at Nicea , a City of Bithynia , whither 
he retired in his latter Years to pafs in quiet the 
remaining part of his Life, after the Example of 
thofe Animals, who always return, as they fay, to 
die in their Manfions. The Infirmity of his Legs 
called him to this Recefs, and he writes that his 
Genius had foretold it him long before, by a 
Verfe of Homer's Iliads, recited by Photius. As 
Socrates was faid to have had a familiar Spirit, or 
Daemon, who was as a Director of his Life, 
Dio alledges he was warned by his to avoid, by 
withdrawing himfelf, the Ambufhes which the 
Pratorian Militia prepared for him ; and the fame 
Spirit or Goddefs (to ufe his own Words) made 
fym write his Hiftory, who before exercifed him- 
felf only in Philofophical Learning, as that of 

divine 
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divine Dreams and their Interpretation, and he 
compofed a Treatife upon that Subject. 

His Father Apr oni anus , a Confular Man, 
(according to the Phrafe of that Age) was Go- 
vernor of Dalmatia , and fome time after Procon- 
ful of Cilicia. He himfelf had the fame Confular 
Dignity beftowed upon him twice, which he 
exercifed jointly with the Emperor Alexander , 
Son of Mammea , after he had palled through di- 
vers Employments under the precedent Em- 
perors ; for Macrinus had eftablifhed him Lieu- 
tenant or Governor of Pergamus and Smyrna , 
and he fome time commanded in Africk , and had 
afterwards the Adminiftration of Aujlria and 
Hungary , then called Panncnia , committed to 
him. Thefe Circumftances are proper to be 
known before we fpeak of his Writings, becaufe 
they recommend and derive upon them a greater 
Authority. 

His Hiftory comprifed all the Time from 
the Building of Rome to the Reign of Alexander 
Several , which he writ in eighty Books, divide.! 
into eight Decads, of which few are faved from 
that unhappy Lofs that has been fatal to many 
admirable Works of this Nature, by the Igno- 
rance and Incurfions of barbarous Nations. 
At prefent the five and thirtieth Book is the firft 
of thofe that remain entire;, for we have but 
fome Fragments of the four and thirtieth pre- 
ceding. His Progrefs to the fortieth is compleat 
enough; but inftcad of the laft twenty, we mull 
be content with what Xipbilinus , a Monk of'. 
Conjlantinople , has given us in a Compendium of , 
them. Photius obferves that he writ his Roman \ 
Hiftory, as fome others had like wild, done, not 
from the Foundation of Rome- only, but even 
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from /Eneas his Defcent into Italy, which he 
continued to the Tyranny of Heliogabalus , and 
fome Part of the Reign of Alexander Severus hfs 
Succefl'or. That which -we have of it now in our 
Pofleffion, comprehending the Events Of three 
hundred Years at leaft, begins but at the Time 
when Lucullus had his great Commands, and 
finifhes with the Death of Claudius the Emperor, 
the reft is the Epitome of Xiphilinus before men- 
tioned. 

Though all that has been loft of this excel- 
lent Author is much to be regretted, I think 
nothing is fo deplorable as the Lofs of the forty 
laft Years, of which he writ as an Eye-witnefs, 
and one that had a Part in the Government of 
the State. For he could give no Account of 
what palled before the Empire of Commodus , but 
from the Relation of Strangers. But after that 
Emperor to the other, with whom he had the 
Honour to be Collegue in the Confullhip, he 
built his Relations no more upon the Faith of 
others, but delivered his own Obfervations, which 
are new come to us only by theHand of Xiphilinus % 
his Abbreviator. It is a clear Evidence of the 
prudent Conduct of Dio, that he could pafs 
fteadily through fuch dangerous Times as thofe 
under the Cruelty and Tyrannies of Commodus , 
Car ac alia, Macrinus, and Heliogabalus (or, as it 
ought to be writ, Elagabolus ) without the Lofs 
of nis Life, his Fortune, or Reputation, which 
run great Hazards under fuch arbitrary and bloody 
Princes, and are in the utmoft Danger, without 
the greateft Dexterity of Wit and Conduct. He 
was fo commendable, and behaved with that 
Equanimity, that after having overcome thofe 
ftormy and tempeftuous Seafons, wherein the 
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Quality of a Stranger and his Riches expofed 
him to much Envy, he arrived happily at a fafe 
Port, and became fafe under the Reign of Alex- 
ander Severus, an exceeding Lover of Juftice, 
and a moft powerful Protector of virtuous Men. 

Under him he publilhed the Roman Hiftory, 
to which he was dire£ted by his Genius, as we 
obferved before, and at the fame Time obeyed 
the Command of Septimius Severus, by whofe 
Orders he applied himfelf to that Undertaking. 
He confelfes himfelf that he employed ten Years 
in providing the neceffary Materials for this 
great Building, and twelve more in raifing it, 
and adding that Majefty unto it, which makes 
us even at this Day admire its difmembred Frag- 
ments, and broken Ruins. A Man of his Qua- 
lity, who had palled his whole Life in the 
Management of publick Affairs, who had 
throughly read Men as well as Books, and of fuch 
an experienced Conduit, could not avoid proving 
a molt correct Hiftorian. Nor has any of the 
Roman Writers difcovered fo much as he of thole 
State Secrets, which Tacitus ftyles, Arcana Impe- 
rii , and of which he makes lo high a Myftery. 
He is fo exact in delcribing the Order of the 
Comitia , the eft abli thing of Magiftrates, and the 
Ufe of the publick Rites of the Romans , that 
there is no Account of them fo particular in any 
other Author. And in what relates to the Con- 
fecration of the Emperors, their Apotheojis , or 
inrolling among the Number of the Gods, we 
may fay he is the only Writer who has Ihewn us 
an exact Form, except Herodian , who affected 
afterwards to imitate him upon the fame Subject. 
But particularly in the fifty fixth Book, he is 
very curious where he reprefents the Pomp of 

Augujlus 
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Augu/fus his Funeral, his Bed of State, his Effi- 
gies of Wax, and the funeral Oration which 
Tiberius read before the People; then defcribes 
the Rites that related to the burning of his Body ; 
how Livia gathered and laid up his Bones, and' 
in the End with what Dexterity they made an 
Eagle fly from the funeral Pile, whence that 
Bird of Jupiter feemed to bear the Soul of the 
Emperor to Heaven. 

The Funeral Oration before mentioned intro- 
duces a Remark that Dio ufed, not only the ob- 
lique, but the direct way of- Oration alfo in the 
Body of his Hiftory. Thofe of Pompcy to the 
Romans , and of Gabinius afterwards in his thirty- 
fixth Book, are of the laft Sort. The Philofophi- 
cal Difcourfe of Philifius to Cicero , found in the 
eight and thirtieth, which perfuades him to bear 
his Exile in Macedonia with Conftancy, is alfo in 
the Form of a Profopopaeia , after a very confider- 
able Dialogue between them two. The Orations 
of Agrippa and Meccenas , the firft of whom ex- 
horted Augvjlus to quit the Empire, the fecond 
on the contrary to retain it, are of the fame Sort, 
and contain the whole fifty-fecond Book. By this 
it appears, that they who believe all Sorts of 
Orations to be indecent in Hiftory, will not be 
pleafed with Did s Method of writing, for he ab- 
ftains not from thofe which are moft to be avoided, 
namely, the Diret 7, and has made ufe of Dia- 
logues alfo, which is contrary to the Rules of the 
Criticks in Hiftory. 

But if we muft take notice of his. Faults, 
there are others which deferve fooner to he com- 
plained of than what we mentioned : He is ac- - 
cufed of having t ken Cafar’s Part too much 
againft Pompey, and to accommodate himfelf to 
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the Courfe of Fortune. Nor feems he more 
equitable in refpedt of Antonius ' s Faction, which 
he always favours to the Prejudice of that of 
Cicero. And whoever reads in the forty-fixth 
Book the Inventive of £$. Fujius Calenus again ft 
tliis incomparable Orator, will be hardly able to 
endure all the Injuries with which it feems Dio 
would have fullied his Reputation. Not content 
to make him reproached for being the Son of a 
Fuller or Dyer, and very often reduced to drefs 
Vines or cultivate Olive-Trees, he affaults his 
Perfon, and touches his Honour in the moft fen- 
fible Parts ; he reprefents him ridiculous for his 
Fearfulnefs, and to blaft him the more, affirms* 
that of all the Orations which were feen of his* 
he delivered not one of them after the Manner in. 
which they were writ, and therefore his Want of 
Memory is imputed as a Crime to him. But he 
makes Calenus much more fevere, he would have , 
him throw off the long Robe, if it had not been; 
ufeful to him to hide his bandy Legs, and ill-fhaped. 
Feet ; and arraigns his conjugal Bed, to expofe the 
Vices of his Wives, charges him with proftituting 
the Honour of one of them ; and in the Mention 
of his Children, he accufes him of Inceft with his 
Daughter, and reprefents his Son as an infamous : 
Libertine, perpetually drunk. Certainly, to treat 
one of the greateft Perfons in the Roman Repub- 
lick in this fcandalous Manner, is rather like a 
Satyrift than an Hiftorian. But Dio purfues his 
Blow, and fo violently preffes upon the Character 
of this wonderful Orator, that in the following 
Book he takes a new Occafion to make Fulvia , 
the Wife of Antonius , vomit out abundance of 
Reproaches againft his Memory, and pierce his 
Tongue through with her Bodkin. 

DIO 
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DIO has not behaved with more Refpett to 
the Reputation of Seneca , Unlefe thofe Refiedtions 
are juftly charged upon Xipbiline , who, as fome x 
fuppofe, malicioufly delivers the Thoughts of 
Suillius , or fome other as bad, for thofe of Dio y 
tho’ other Writers have accufed Seneca of leading 
' a Life quite contrary to the moral Difcipline he 
profell'ed, and the philofophical Character to 
which he pretended. In this Hiftory he is 
branded with the Guilt of Adultery with Julia 
and Agrippina and charged with the Death of 
the Iaft. He is taxed with reading Lectures of 
Pederafty to Nero, and*, afeending the Theatre 
with him, to make Orations in his Applaufe. 

In fhort, his Luxury and Avarice are aggravated 
to that degree, that the Caufe of the Rebellion 
in Britain is imputed to him ; where the People . 
could no more endure his Extortion, than Nero 
could fuffer his Confpiracies, from which he had 
no other Means to deliver himfelf than by put- 
ting fo cruel a Matter to a violent Death. But 
thefe Invedtives feem to proceed rather from 
the Malice of the Abbreviator than the Hi- 
ftoiianj becaufe Dio, in his fifty-ninth Book,, 
declares himfelf in Favour of Seneca , and very 
much to his Reputation. 

This Writer has been feverelv cenfured for 
Superftition and Credulity, and by that means 
fome Difcredit has fallen upon his Hiftory. But 
furely fome Allowance ought to be made to the 
Weaknefe of Humanity, for the beft Authors 
have been blamed for the fame Blemifhes and 
Imperfections. In his forty-feventh Book he 
tells us, the Sun appeared at Rome fometimes 
lefier and fometimes greater than ordinary, to 
foretel the bloody Battle fought in the Fields 
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of Philippi j which was alfo fignified by many 
other Prodigies. He gave Credit to the ftrange 
Qualities of the Pfylliy who pretend to a Power 
of expelling Poifon out of the dead Body of 
Cleopatra ; whom thefe Men (for there was no 
Female among them, fince they begat themfelves) 
endeavoured in vain to bring to Life again. " 
Thefe Pfylli are mentioned to have been em- 
ployed by Augujlus Cafar to cure Cleopatra 
after (he had been bitten by the Afp, by fucking 
out the Venom of her Wounds, that flhe might 
ador.i his Triumph at Rome. In his fifty-eighth 
B ;ok he relates, that a Phoenix was feen in 
Egypt inthefeven hundred and nineteenth Year 
after the Foundation of Rome. In another Place 
he writes, that Vefpafian cured a blind Man, by 
(pitting in his Eyes ; and worked a likse Miracle 
upon a lame Man’s Hand, which he reftored to 
its Vigour and former Ufe, by walking upon it ;• 
thefe Men being forewarned in a Dream that 
they fliould receive this Benefit from the Em- 
peror. In another Place he lays, that Apollonius 
Pyanaus faw in the City of Ephefus all that paf- 
fed at the Death of Domitian in Rome , at the 
fame Inftant when the Tyrant was under the 
Murderer’s Hand \ fo that he cried out, calling 
upon the Name of Stephanas , which was the 
Name of the Villain, bidding him Jlrike boldly j 
and. immediately, fays he, the Act was done. 

As if Dio would have conformed himfelf to Phi- 
lojlratus, who writ at the fame Time the Life 
of this Impoftor, and there was no Difference 
to be allowed between true and fabulous Hi- 
ftory. 

He does not efcape Cenfure from fome, par- 
ticularly from Baionius t who finds fault with 

him 
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him for not exprefflng himfelf with more Fa- 
vour towards Chriftianity. This Charge fcarce 
deferves a Reply, fince he is to be efteemed as a 
Pagan Author, who was not like to recommend 
a Religion contrary to what he profefled. It is 
certain, that when he fpeaks of the Victories of 
Marcus Aurelius , he attributes to the Magick 
Art of one Arnuphis an Egyptian , rather than to 
the Prayers of the Chrijlians , the miraculous 
Rain which fell in Favour of the Romans , and 
the Arrange T empefts which afflicted the Army 
of the t^uadi, whom the learned C/uverius 
takes for the prefent Moravians.' But is it a 
Wonder in things fubject to various Interpretations, 
as are ordinarily fuch Prodigies, that Dio an ido- 
latrous Hiftorian fhould not give the fame Judg- 
ment as a Believer j and that he fpake otherwife- 
of them than Tertulliany Eufebius , and feme others 
have done ? 

His Style is by Photius placed in the Rank of 
the moft elevated, being exceedingly railed by 
the Loftinefs of his Thoughts. His Difcourfe,. 
feys he, is full of Phrafes, which refemble the 
ancient Conftruction or Syntax, and his Expref- 
fion anfwers the Greatnefs of the Matter he 
treats of. His Periods are often interrupted with 
Parenthefes, and he ufes many Tranfitions, 
which are very troublefome when they are not 
ufed artificially after his manner. But one 1 
thing is very remarkable, that though his Lan- 
guage is very numerous, and adjufted according 
to Art ; yet it appears to be fo little laboured, 
that the Reader does not perceive the Care that 
has been taker, in it j becaufe it is fo clear and- 
intelligible, that every one prefuppofes as much 
Facility in the Compofition, as there is in ; 
... the 
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the Reading. He feems to have imitated Thucy- 
dides, whom he follows, efpecially in his Nar- 
ratives and Orations ; but he has the Advan- 
tage over him, not to be reproached with Obfcu- 
rity. Thucydides is his great Example in every 
thing elfe, which he copies after with the greattfl 
Circumfpection. This is the Judgment Pho- 
tius gives of him, who is to be allowed more 
Credit on this Occafion than Sigonius , who ccn- 
fures Dio for being too Afiatick, and fo prolix 
in his Orations that he is troublefome to his 
Readers. The World muftbe left to the Liberty 
of Thinking, according to the Law of the Romans, 
Populo libera Junto Suffragia : Yet I conceive for 
what relates to Language, the fureft way is to 
leave that to thofe to whom it is natural, and who 
have fucked it with their Milk, rather than to 
Strangers who are much more fubject to bq 
miftaken. 

Be Sipes the Hiftory of Dio, it feems that Sui- 
das afcribes to him fome other Compofitions, as 
the Life of the Philofopher Arrianus, the Actions 
of Trajan , and certain Itineraries. Raphael V ila- 
terranus makes him befides Author of three Books 
intitled De Principe , and fome fmall Treatifes of 
Morality. 

Editions of DIO CASSIUS. 
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HER0D1AN ; 


A Grammarian of Alexandria in the third 
Century, the Son of Apollonius , furnamed 
Dyfcolus. He pafled moft part of his Time at 
Rome, in the Courts of the Emperors, where 
he wrote his Hiftory, confifting of eight Books : 
From the Death of Antoninus Pbilofophus to Bal~ 
binus , and Maximus Pupienus murdered by the 
Army, in favour of young Gordian , whom they 
made his Succeflor. 

The Hiftory of Herodian receives its Com- 
mendation from the Merit of its Author. He 
declares at the Beginning of his firft Book, that 
he will only write of the Affairs of his own 
Time, which he himfelf had feen or received 
from Perfons of the beft Credit j for which he 
was excellently qualified, by reafon of the pub- 
lick Employments that he exercifed’j for he might 
juftly boaft that he pafled through the principal 
Offices of the State. 

About the End of the fecond Book he ac- 
quaints us, (before he begins to write the Life 
of Septimius Severus , which contains' all the 
third Book) that his Hiftory in general {hall 
comprehend the Space of feventy Years, and 
treat of the Government of all the Emperors 
who fucceeded one another, during that time ; 

that 
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that is, from the Reign of Marcus Aurelius An- 
toninus the _ Philofopher, to that of the younger 
GordianuSy Grandchild of the former, who is 
fuppofed by fome to be the third of that Name. 
His eighth Book, which is the Taft of his Work, 
ends with the unworthy Slaughter of the two 
old Men Balbinus and Pufienus, whom he calls 
Maximus y committed by the Pratorian Soldiers, 
to advance the forementioned G or dianus junior to 
the Throne. 

This Writer is praifed for his exact Judg- 
ment ; his Obfervations are' difereet and elegant, 
and whoever reads him with Attention will find 
a great and delightful Variety, both of Things 
and Men, and frequent Examples of the Frowns' 
and Smiles of Fortune, as fhe is ever changing ; 
he will obferve ftrange and wonderful Councils, 
and unexpected Events ; he wilt find, as Occa- 
fion ferves, grave and weighty Sentences, and a 
Style full of Dignity and Sweetnefs. He will 
difeover, fays Politian, Plenty of neceffary Ma- 
terials for the Improvement of his Life and Man- 
ners, and as it were the Looking-GIafs of Hu- 
manity, which he may infpect all his Life-time ; 
and from whence he may draw Inductions for 
the better Management of pubhek or private 
Affairs. This Author may be read either in the 
original Greeks or Latin \ for it is hard to fay, ’ 
whether Herodian receives more Honour, who ' 
in his own Language flows with a plentiful Vein, 
or Politiany who has tranflated him fo happily 
that he does not feem fo much to have render’d 
as to have writ that Hiftory. This Author, in 
the Judgment of Photiusy has writ with an Air 
fo much the more clear and agreeable, in that he 
Las not too much affected the Attick Te ms, but 

lo 
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fo tempered his Phrafe, that his Difcourfe is 
heighten’d above the lower Form of Oration 4 
and, as there is nothing fuperfluous,. fo it cannot 
be faid that he has omitted any thing ufeful or 
neceflary to be known j and he adds, (to com- 
pleat his Character) that confidering all the Vir- 
tues of an Hiftorian, there are few Authors to 
whom Herodian ought to fubfcribe. 

It is obferved by Ea Mothe^ that this Writer 
has given a very noble and folemn Defcription 
of the Pagan Ceremon es ufed at the Consecra- 
tion or Apotheofis of the Roman Emperors. It is 
in the Beginning of the fourth Book, where he 
fo well reprefents to us all the Funeral Honours 
v render’d to the Afhes of Severus , (which his 
Children had tranfported from England in an 
Alabafter Cheft) that it is difficult to find any 
where a Relation more exact and inftructive. 

He tells us how they were put into an Urn with 
’the general Adoration of the Senate and the 
People, and carried by the Confuls to the Tem- 
ple, where the facred Monuments of their Em- 
perors were preferved ; and then proceeding to 
tlefcribe the Funeral Pomp, he informs us that 
his Effigies in Wax, all clothed in Robes of Gold, 
was placed at the -Gate of his Palace on an Ivory 
Bed, elevated from the Ground and magnificent- 
ly adorned ; where, feven Days together, the Se- 
nators in Black, and the Roman Ladies all in 
White (without any other Ornaments) came to 
pay their Refpects j taking their Places, the 
W omen on the Right, and the Men on the left 
Side of the Bed, all appearing with very mourn- 
- ful Countenances. He obferves alio, that the . 
Phyficians came duly to vifit this Reprefentation 
cf the -Emperor, making formal Approaches to 

the 
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the Bed, as if he were alive, and declaring 
that his Sicknefs grew daily worfe and worfe - 
So true it is that this World is a continual 
Comedy. After this Time was pafled over, the 
moft confiderable of the Youth and the Knights 
carried the fame Bed on their Shoulders, firft 
to the great Forums , where the Magiftrates of 
Rome ufed to furrender their Charges; and 
there a Chorus of young Men on the one Side, 
and Vmgms on the other, fang Hymns to the 
rraile of the dead Emperor. From thence thev 
proceeded to the Campus Martiusy which was 
without the City; where the Bed and Effigies 
were placed in a large fquare Tabernacle 0 of 
Wood, elevated to the Height of one of thofe 
Towers, on which Lights are placed upon the 
bea-Coafts, to direft Mariners to avoid the Dan- 
gers of rocky Shores. In the next Place he 
writes, that the Roman Knights made their Horfes 
jun round about the Tabernacle in certain or- 
derly Motions, which were at that time called 
Motus Pyrrhichii ; and in orbicular Revolutions. 
And at the fame time there were a certain Num- 
ber of Chariots filled with Pcrfons that repre- 
fcnted the moft qualified Men of the Empire, 
who alfo went in a kind of Proceffion round 
the great Machine, till the next Succefl'or of th« 
Emperor took a Torch in his Hand, and with 
it kindled fome combuftible Matter made for 
that Purpofe at the Bottom of it, and then in 
a little time all the fuperb Edifice was con- 
fumed in Flames ; and at the fame time they let 
an Eagle fly which the Pagan Superftition of 
that Age believed was to carry the Soul of the 
Deceafed into Heaven. 

JULIUS 
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JUL IUS Gapitolinus allows Herodian to be 
a good Hiftorian, but accufes him n^verthelefs of 
bearing too hard , upon the Memory of Alexander 
Severus , and his Mother Mammea. This Charge 
is not fo well fupported, for he fpeaks very 
refpedtfully of the Clemency and mild Difpo- 
fition of that Prince, who reigned fourteen 
Years without any Effufion of Blood, and with- 
out taking the Eife of any one, otherwife than 
by the ordinary Courfe of Juftice; which he re- 
marks, as a Virtue very rare, and without Ex- 
ample, fmee the Reign of Antoninus the Philo- 
fopher. , 

As to the Emprefs Mammea , (who is propofed 
by fome as a Pattern to thole to whom is com- 
mitted the Education of Princes) he by no means 
approved of her Government: Sometimes he 
defcribes her as a Princefs devoured by Avarice, 
who invaded the Pofleflions of others by evil 
and fraudulent Means ; and fays, fhe was for 
that Reafon hated by her Son. And then he re- 
prefents her to be lo proud, that lire could not 
endure. her Daughter-in-Law Augujla, impatient 
to have the Title of Emprels given to any but 
herfelf, but banifhed her into Africa ; after having 
caufed her Father to be put to Death, againlt 
the Confent of the Emperor, becaufe he made 
publick Complaints of the Wrongs he and the 
young Emprefs Tad fuffered by the Cruelty of 
the fame Mammea. Nor was fhe lefs injurious 
to her Son, who when he regretted the Defeat 
of the Roman Army, which was too far ad- 
vanced into the Country of the Parthians , co.uld 
not but impute the Dilhonour of it to her ; who, 
on Pretence of her Care, which perfuaded him. 
not to hazard his Perfon, was the Occafion of 
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the Lofs of that Army, and of all the Reproach 
and Infamy that attended it. Nor does Herodian 
aflign any other Caufe of the Death both of the 
Mother and the Son, who were aflaffinated by 
the Soldiers, than the Hatred they had conceived 
againft Mammea ; becaufe of her infatiable Ava- 
rice, and fhamelefs Parfimony, by which means 
Maximius was raifed to the Empire. 

But though Herodian juftly blamed Mam- 
mea for her ill Conduit in the Matter of Go- 
vernment, he very much commends her Care 
in the Education of her Son, excluding from 
him all profane Perfons, and efpecially thole Pefts 
of Courts, who flatter the bad Inclination of 
Princes, and lo pervert their Nature, and imme- 
diately vitiate their Underftandings. She would 
fuffer none to have Accels to him that were not 
virtuous in their Lives, and of approved Beha- 
viour ; and fo difcreetly regulated his Time, that 
it was chiefly employed in Affairs worthy of him. 
Nor was the Vigilance and great Pains (he took 
to preferve her Son from fo vile a Monfter as He- 
iiogabalus (who uled all Methods to deprive him 
of his Life) lefs worthy of Praife, as our Hiftorian 
obferves. Lampridius likewife commends the 
Piety of this Princefs, and fays, that never any 
Prince was better educated than Alexander Severus 
in all the Exercifes of Peace and War, by the ex- 
lent Mailers Ihe provided for him. And he fi- 
Tiilhes his ^Difcourfe of the Life of that Empe- 
peror, in obferving that he was of a fweet Difpo- 
fition, being the Son of a moft virtuous Mother. 
Thus the Integrity of this Hiftorian feems clear 
and unblameable, nor is it Juftice to condemn 
him, as guilty of Prejudice or Partiality in his 
Writings. . • . • ........ 

• Vol. II. F ' Though 
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i* X H^JEIgw w« confider Heroc&an in this PI acre 
as an Hiftorian, yet we are told by Suidas that 
he writ many other* Books, which are not pre- 
ferved to' our Time. Ammianus MarceU'tnus calls 
him Artium minuUjftmum. Scifcitatorem. He paffed 
the beft Part of his Life at Rome in the Courts of 
the Emperors, where he had Opportunities to in- 
form himfelf (with that Curiofity which appears 
in his Writings) of many Particulars, which are 
to be found no where elfe. 

Assisted by thefe Advantages, he traces the 
Actions of Men to their true Springs, fhews how 
their Meafures were laid, and how purfued, makes 
grave and pertinent Reflections in due Time- and 
Place, and offers InftruCtions and Advice, which, 
exaCily followed, would conduce exceedingly to 
the Ornament and Improvement of human Life. 
His Language is clear and mafculine, and flows 
from him with fo much Eafe, that he feems to 
have taken no Pains to adorn it ; yet, as carelefs 
of Ornament as he appears, he ftill preferves a 
Majefty fuitable to the Greatnefs of the Subject 
which he treats, and has fomething in him fo 
pleafing, and fo comely, as perhaps all the Art and 
Labour of other Men can never reach ; which, by 
all the World is allowed a Beauty and Perfection 
of Style, not to be attained unto but by the com- 
pleateft Genius, and the greateft Matters of the 
Tongue they write in. His Lives feem to be 
written with the Air of a Gentleman, who is al- 
ways natural and unaffeCted, as well 'in his Ex- 
preifion as Behaviour, and may be diftinguifhed 
as well by the Fafhion of his Style as the Mien 
and Carriage of his Body. It may be truly faid, 
that as far as he has gone, he has given us a juft 
Picture of the Roman Emperors j laying open to 
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our View, as well their Beauties as their Ble- 
mishes, and difplaying both without Flattery or 
Prejudice in their true and natural Colours. It 
may be juftly faid of him, as it was of Suetonius* 
that he writ their Lives with the fame Freedom 
that they led them. Cafaubon has done Juftice to 
Herodian in this Particular, and eftabliflaed the - 
Fame of his Sincerity, as well as his other hifto- 
rical Virtues ; whofe Authority in the Republic^ 
of Fetters is fo confiderable, that it would be 
needlefs to add any thing more upon this 
Subje< 5 t. 
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‘ . PLUTARCH. 

T HIS Writer flourifked in the Time of 
Trajan , and was born at Charonea , a fmall 
City of Boeotia in Greece , between Attica and 
Phocis t in the latter End of the Reign of Clau- 
dius. Xylander has obferved, that Plutarch him- 
fdf in the Life of Pericles and that of Anthony has 
mentioned both Nero and Domitian as his Con- 
temporaries. His Family was ancient in Charo- 
neG) and had for many Defcents borne the moft 
confiderable Offices in that petty Common- 
wealth ; the chiefeft of which was known by the 
Name of Archon among the Grecians. His great 
Grandfather was Nicarihus , who among other 
Sons had Lamprias , a Man eminent for his 
Learning and Philofophy. He makes mention 
of his Father in his Sympoftaques , or Table Con- 
ventions t and reprefents him as arguing feveral 
Points of Philofophy; but his Name is no where 
to be found in any Part of the Works remaining 
to us. But yet he fpeaks of him as a Man not 
ignorant in Learning and Poetry. 

The Father of Plutarch had many Children be- 
fides him; Timon and Lamprias his Brothers were 
bred up with him, all three inftru&ed in the Libe- 
ral Sciences, and in all Parts of Philofophy. .’Tis 
manifeft from our Author that they lived toge- 
ther in great Friendlinefs, and in high Vene- 
ration to their Grandfather and Father. What 

Affection 
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Affe£lion Plutarch bore in particular to his Bro- 
ther Pinion may be gathered from thefe Words of 
his. “ As for my felf, tho’ Fortune on feveral 
Occafions has been favourable to me, I have no 
Obligation fo great to her, as the Kindnefs and 
intire Friendlhip which my Brother Pimon has 
always born, and ft ill bears me j and this is Tq 
evident, that it cannot but be noted by every 
one of our Acquaintance.” Lamprias , the youngeft 
of the three, is introduced by him in his Morals 
as one of a fweet and pleafant Converfation, in- 
clined to Mirth and Raillery, or as we fay in 
Engli/b, a well humoured Man, and a good 
Companion. • . 

The whole Family being thus addicted to 
Philofophy, it was no wonder if he was initiated 
betimes to Study, to which he was naturally in- 
clined. In purfuit of which he was fo happy as 
to fall into good Hands at firft, being recom- 
mended to the Care of Ammonius , an Egyptian , 
who having taught Philofophy with great Repu- 
tation at Alexandria , and from thence travelling 
into Greece , fettled himfelf at laft in Athens^ 
where he was well received, and generally re- 
fpe£ted. At the End of Phemijlocles his Life, 
Plutarch relates, that being young, he was a 
Penfioner in the Houfe of this Ammonius , and in 
his Sympofiaques he brings him in difputing with 
.his Scholar's, and giving them Inftruftion. Ha- 
ving theAfliftance of fuch a Mafter, he advanced 
to Admiration in Knowledge, and that without 
firft travelling into foreign Parts, or acquiring 
.any foreign Tongue, tho’ the Roman Language 
at that Time was not only vulgar in Rome itfelf, 
but generally through the Extent of that vaft 
Empire, and in Greece , which was a Member of 
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k; for like a true Philofopher, who regarded 
Things, not Words, he drove not even to cul- 
tivate his Mother Tongue with any great Exad- 
nefs. And himfelf confeifes in the beginning of 
Demojlhenes his Life, that during his Abode in 
Italy and at Rome , he had neither the Leifure to 
fludy, nor fo much as to exercife the Roman 
Language, (I fuppofe he means to write in it, 
rather than to fpealc it ;) as well by reafon of the 
Affairs he managed, as that he might acquit him* 
fe If to thofe who were defirous to be intruded 
by him in Philofophy, infomuch that he became 
not converfant in Latin Books ’till the Declina- 
tion of his Age. 

As it was his good Fortune to be moulded firll 
by Mailers the moll excellent in their kind, fo 
it was -his own Virtue to fuck in with an incredi- 
ble Deftre, and earned Application of Mind, 
their wife Inflrudions; and it was alfo his Pru- 
dence fo to manage his Health by Moderation of 
Diet, and bodily Lxercife, as to preferve his Parts 
without Decay to a great old Age, to be lively 
and vigorous to the Tall, and to preferve Kimfelf 
to his own Enjoyments, and to the Profit of 
Mankind. Thus principled and grounded, he 
confidered that a larger Communication with 
learned Men was necelfary for his Accomplilh- 
ment ; and therefore having a Soul infatiable of 
Knowledge, he topk up a Refolution to travel. 
Egypt was at that Time, as formerly it had been, 
famous for Learning, and probably the Mylle- 
jioufqefs of their Dodrine might tempt him, as it 
had done Pythagoras and others, to converfe with 
.the Priellhood of that Country, which appears 
to have been particularly his Bufinefs, by the 
Treatife of Ifis and O/trisy which ho has. left u»; 
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in which he Ihews himfelf not meanly verfed iii 
the antient Theology and Philofophy of thofe 
wife Men. From Egypt returning into Greece , 
he vifited in his Wa y ail the Academies or Schools 
of the Philofophers, and gathered from then* 
many of thofe Obfervations with which he has 
enriched Pofterity. 

Besides this, he applied himfelf with extreme 
Diligence to collect not only all Books which- 
were excellent in their kind, and already pub- 
lifhed, but alfo all Sayings and Difcourfes of 
wife Men which he had heard in Converfaliony 
or which he had received from others by Tradi- 
tion ; as likewife the Records and publick In- 
flruments preferved in Cities which he had vifited 
in his Travels, and which he afterwards Mat- 
tered through his Works. To which purpofe he 
took a particular Journey to Sparta, to fearch the 
Archives of that famous Commonwealth, to 
onderftand throughly the Model of their, antient 
•Government* their Legiflators, their Kings* and' 
•their Ephori j digefting all their memorable Deeds 
and Sayings with fo much Care, that he has not 
omitted even thole of their Women, or their 
private Soldiers, together with their Cuftome,, 
their Decrees, their Ceremonies, and the Man- 
ner of their publick and their private Living,, 
both in Peace and War. The fame Methods he 
alfo took in divers other Commonwealths, as 
his Lives, and his Greek and Roman Queftions 
-fufficiently teftify. From this rich Cabinet he 
has taken thofe excellent Pieces which he has 
diftributed to Pofterity, and which give us Oc- 
cafion to deplore the Lofs of the Refidue which- 
either the Injury of Time or the Negligence of 
Copiers have denied- to us.- With regard to his 
<■ E 4. Opinions 
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Opinions in Religion and Philofophy, he in gene- 
ral followed the Platonic Se&, for he had that 
Reverence for the Memory of Plato and Socrates , 
that he annually celebrated their Birth-days with 
a particular Veneration. 

There can be no Exa£tnefs obferved in 
writing the Life of Plutarch. His Wife’s Name, 
her Parentage and Dowry are no where men- 
tioned by him or any other, nor in what Part of 
his Age he married, tho’ ’tis probable in tire 
Flower of it. There is Reafon to believe that 
his Wife’s Name was Timoxena^ whofe Conjugal 
Virtues, her Abhorrency from the Vanities of 
her Sex, and from Superftition, her Gravity in 
Behaviour, and her Conftancy in fupporting the 
Lofs of Children, he takes Occafion to fpeak 
of and applaud. The Number of his Children 
were at leaft five, a Daughter called Ti 'moxena y 
and four Sons. Two of the Sons, Autobulus and 
Charon , and the Daughter, died young, the two 
remaining are fuppofed to have furvived him. 
The Name of one was Plutarch , after his own, 
and. that of the other Lamprias , fo called in Me- 
mory of his Grandfather. This was he of all his 
Children who feems to have inherited his Father’s 
Philofophy, and to him we owe the Table or 
Catalogue of Plutarch’ s Writings, and perhaps 
• alfo the Apothegms. His Nephew, but whether 
by his Brother or Sifter remains uncertain, was 
Sextus Charoneus , who was much honoured 
by that learned Emperor JiAarcus Aurelius , and 
who taught him the Greek Tongue, and the Prin- 
ciples of Philofophy. 

• That Plutarch was married in his own 
Country, and that before he came, to Rome , is 
probable j that the Fame of him was come before 
- him, 
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him, by reafon of fome Part of his Works al- 
ready publifhed, is alfo credible, becaufe he had 
fo great Reiort of the Roman Nobility to hear 
him read immediately, as we believe, upon his 
coming ; that he was invited thither by the Cor- 
refpondence he had with Sojjius Senecio , might 
be one Reafon of his undertaking that Journey 
is- almoft undeniable. It likewife appears he was 
divers times at Rome , and perhaps before he 
came to inhabit there, might make Acquaint- 
ance with this worthy Man Senecio (who was 
four times Conful) to whom he dedicated almoft 
all the Lives of the Greeks and Romans. He 
had the Opportunity while he was at Rome , by 
the Favour of many great and learned Men then 
living, to fearch the Records of the Capitol, and 
the Libraries, which might furnilh him with 
proper Inftruments and Materials for fo noble 
an Undertaking as that of the Roman Lives, a 
L)efign which he had formed early, and on which 
he had refolved to build his Fame. Not but 
that he was intruded alfo with the Management 
©f the publick Affairs in the Empire, during his 
Refidence in the Metropolis, which may be made 
out by what Suidas relates of him. Plutarchy 
fays he, lived in the Time of Trajan, and alfo 
before his Reign, that Emperor bellowed upon 
' him the Dignity of Conful j an Edidl was alfo 
made in favour of him, that the Magiftrates or 
Officers of Illyria fiiould do nothing in that 
Province without the Knowledge and Appro- 
bation of Plutarch . When he was made known, 
to Trajan is like the reft uncertain, or by what 
Means, whether by Senecio , or any other, he 
was introduced to his Acquaintance. .But ’tis 
moft likely that Trajan , then a private Man, 
F 5 , was 
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Was one of the Auditors, among others of the 
Nobility of Rome . ’Tis alfo thought this wife 
Emperor made ufe of him in all his Councils, - 
and that the Happinefs which attended him in 
his Undertakings, together with the Adminiftra- 
tion of the Government, which in all his Reign 
Was juft and regular, proceeded from the In- 
ftruCtions given him by this wife and excellent, 
Man. 

For the Time of his Abode in the Imperial 
City, if he came as early as Vefpafian , and de- 
parted not till after Trajan s Death, as is gene- 
rally thought, he might continue in Italy near 
forty Years. This is more certain, becaufe 
gathered from himfelf, that his Lives were almoft 
the lateft of his Works, and therefore we may 
well conclude, that having modelled, but not 
finilhed them at Rome , he afterwards refumed 
the Work in his own Country, which perfecting 
in his old Age, he dedicated to his Friend Senecio y 
ftill living, as appears by what he jias written 
in the Proem to his Lives. The Defire of vifiting 
his own Country, fo natural to all Men, and ' 
the Approaches of old Age (for he could not bp 
much lefs than fixty) and perhaps alfo the Death, 
of Trajan , prevailed with him at laft to leave 
Italy . After his Return, he was by the unani- 
mous Confent of his Citizens, chofen Archon , or 
chief Magiftrate of Cbetronca , and not long 
after admitted himfelf into the Number of 
Apollo's Priefts, in both which Employments he 
Teems to have continued till his Death ; of which 
we have no particular Account, either as to the 
Manner of it, or the Year, only ’tis evident that 
he lived and continued his Studies to a great old 


Age.. 
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r PLUTARCH has been juftly praifei for 
-his Copioufnefo of Learnings his Integrity, Per- 
fpicuity, and more than all this,, for a certain- 
Air of Goodncfs -which appears through all his 
Writings.. His Bufinefs was not to pleafe the 
J£a r, but to charm,, and to inftrudt the Mind j 
and therefore we may eafily forgive the Cadences 
of* his Words,, and the Roughneft of his Ex- 
preflion ; yet for Manlinefs of Eloquence,, if it 
abounded not in this Writer, ifc was not wanting 
in him. He neither flu died the fublime Style, 
nor affected the flowery.. The Choice of Words,, 
the Numbers of Periods, the Turns of Sentences, 
and thofe other Ornaments of Speech, he neither 
fought nor fhun’d. But the Depth of Senfc,. 
the Accuracy of Judgment, the Difpofition of 
the Parts, and Contexture of the whole, in fo 
admirable and vaft a Field of Matter, and laftly,, 
the Copioufnefs and Variety of Words, appear 
fhining through his whole Works* 

It is eafy to lead this Writer with the Praifes- 
and Commemorations of the Learned in all Ages, 
for both antient and modern have made honour- 
able Mention- of him. T o overburden this fhert 
Account with long/Quotations is enough to raife 
a Diftruftj in common Readers, that Plutarch 
•wants them.. Theodoras Gaza , a Man learned? 
in the Latin Tongue, and a great Reftorer ofr 
the Greek,, who lived, above two hundred Years 
ago, ' deferves to have his Suffrage fet down in-. 
Words at length for the reft have only com- 
mended Plutarch more than any fingle Author, 
but he has extolled him above all together,. It 
is faid, that having this extravagant Queftion 
put to him. by a Friend,, that if Learning muffc 
fuffer. a. general Shipwreck, and he. had only his. 
* • - 6. Ciioice. 
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Choice left him of preferving one Author, who 
ihould be the Man he would preferve ? he an- 
fwered, Plutarch ; and might probably give this 
Reafon, that in faving him he fhould fave the 
befl Colle£tion of them all. . 

The Epigram of Agathias deferves alfo to be 
remembered ; this Author flourifhed about the 
Year five Hundred, in the Reign of the Em- 
peror JuJlinian ; the Verfes are extant in the 
Anthologia , and with the Tranflation of them, by 
Mr. Dryden , I will conclude the Praifes of this 
Author, promifing firft, that they are fuppofed 
to be written upon a Statue erected by the Rod- 
mans to his Memory. 

Cheronean Plutarch, to thy deathlefs Praife , 

Does martial Rome this grateful Statue ra'tfe ; 
Becaufe both Greece and Jhe thy Fame have, 

J t bar'd , 

Their Heroes written , and their Lives compar'd, „ 
But thou thyfelf could Jl never write thy own j 
Their Lives have Parallels , but thine has none . 
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T VCIAN y as pleafing and ufeful as he was 
in his Writings, has left fo little of his own 
Affairs on Record, that there is fcarce fufficient 
to fill a Page from his Birth to his Death. There 
were many of the Name of Lucian among the 
Antients, eminent in feveral Ways, and whofe 
Names have reached Pofterity with Honour and 
Applaufe. Saidas mentions one as a Man of 
fingular Probity, who having difoharged the Ad- 
miniftration of the chief Praefe£l of the Oriental 
Empire under Arcadius, with extraordinary Juftice 
and Praife of the People, drew on himfelf the En- 
vy and Hate of the Courtiers, (the conftant At- 
tendant of eminent Virtue and Merit) and the 
Anger of the Emperor himfelf, and was at laft 
violently deftroyed. 

Among thofe eminent for their Learning 
were fome Divines and Philofophers ; but none 
of this Name has met with the general Applaufe 
of fo many Ages as Lucian the Philofopher and 
.eminent Sopbifty who was Author of the Dia- 
logues. He had not the good Fortune to be born 
of illuftrious or wealthy Parents, which give a 
Man a very advantageous Rife on his firft Ap- 
pearance in the World ; but the Father of our 
Lucian laboured under fo great a Straitnefs of 
Eftate, that he was fain to put his Son Apprentice 
to a Statuary , whofe Genius for the finer Studies 

was 
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was fo extraordinary and fo rare, becaufe he 
hoped from that Bulinefs not only a fpeedy Sup- 
ply to his own W ants, but was fecure that ms. 
Education in that Art would be much lefs expen- 
five to him. 

He wAs born in Sarnfata, z City of Syria* 
not far from the River Euphrates* and for this 
Reafon he calls himfelf more than once an AJjy - 
fian* or a Syrian ; but he was derived from a 
Greek ' Original, his Forefathers having been 
Citizens of Petra in A chain. We have nothing 
certain as to the e.xadt Time of his Birth ; Suidds- 
confirms his flourifhing under the Emperor Tra- 
jan j but then he was like wife before him. Some 
mention the Reign of Adrian , but it cannot be 
fixed to any Year or Confulate. The Perfon 
he was bound to was his Uncle, a Man of a 
fevere and morofe Temper, of whom he was to- 
learn the Statuaries and Stonecutters Art; for 
his Father ohferving our Lucian * no W a Boy, of 
his own Head, and without any Inftrudtor, make _ 
various Figures in Wax, he perfuaded himfelf,, 
that if he had a good Mafter, he could not but 
arrive to an uncommon Excellence in it. 

B u T it happened in the very Beginning of his 
Time, he broke a Model, and was very feverely 
called to account for it by his Mafter : He not 
Jiking this Treatment, and having a Soul and 
Genius above any mechanic Trade, ran away 
home. After which in his Sleep there appeared 
to him two young Women, or rather the tute- 
lary Goddeflbs of the Statuary Art, and of the 
liberal Sciences, hdtly difputing of their Pre- 
ference to each other, and on a full Hearing of 
both Sides, he bids adieu to Statuary, and intnely 
fun^nders himfelf to the Conduct of Virtue 
’*"** and 
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2 nd Learning. And as hi3 Defires of Improve- 
ment were great, and the Irrftru&ions he had 
very good, the Progrefs he made was as con- 
fiderable, till by the Maturity of his Age, and 
his Study, he made his Appearance in the World. 
Tho* it is not fuppofed, that there is any thing 
of Reality in this Dream or Vifion of Ludan y 
which he treats of in his Works, yet this may 
be gather’d from it, that Lucian himfclf having 
confulted hiS Genius, and the Nature of the 
Study his Father had allotted him, and that to 
which he found a Propenfity in himfelf, quit- 
t}d the former, and purfued the latter, chufing 
rather to form the Minds of Men, than their 
Statues. 

In his Youth he taught Rhetoric in Gaul, and 1 
feveral other Places. He pleaded likewile at 
the Bar in Antioch , the Capital of Syria , but the 
Noife of the Bar difgufting, and his ill Succefs in 
Caufes difheartning him, he quitted the Pradlice- 
of Rhetoric and the Law,, and applied himfelf 
to writing. He was forty Years old when lie 
firft took to Philofophy. Having a Mind to 
.make himfelf known in Macedon, he took the 
Opportunity of fpeaking in the publick Aficm- 
bly of all that Region. In his old Age he was 
received into the Imperial Family, and had the 
Place of Intendant of Egypt, after he had travel- 
led through almoft all the known Countries of 
that Age, to improve his Knowledge in Men* 
Manners, and Arts. For fome Writers njake 
this particular Obfervation on his Travel into 
Gaul , and Refidence in that Country, that he 
gained there the greateft Part of his Knowledge 
in Rhetoric ; that Region being in h;s Age, and 
■alfo before it, a Nurfery of Eloquence and Ora- 
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tory, as Juvenal, Martial, and others fufficient- 
ly witneis. 

The Manner of his Death is obfcure to us, 
tho’ *tis moft probable he died of the' Gout, 
Suidas alone tells a Story of his being worried to 
Death and devoured by Dogs returning from. a 
Feaft, which being fo uncommon a Death, fo very 
improbable, and attefted only by one Author, has 
found little Credit with Pofterity. If it be true 
that he was once a Cbrijlian , and afterwards be- 
came a Renegade to that Belief, perhaps fome 
Zealots may have invented this Tale of his 
Death as a juft and fignal Punifliment for his 
Apoftacy. This Story is generally looked upon 
as a Fi6tion, and it is more likely that he fhould 
die in his Bed at fo great an Age as fourfcore 
and ten, than be torn in Pieces and devoured by 
Dogs, when he was too feeble to defend himfelft 
Of his Pofterity we know nothing more, than 
that he left a Son behind him, who was as much 
in Favour with the Emperor Julian as his Father 
had been with Aurelius the Philofopher. This 
Son became in Time a famous Sophijl, and among 
the Works of Julian, we find an Epiftle of that 
great Perfon to him. 

LUCIAN Items to have taken- up no 
fettled Principles of Religion j he rather doubted 
of every Thing, weighed all Opinions, and 
adher’d to none of them, only ufed them as they 
ferved his Occafion for die prefent Dialogue, 
and perhaps rejected them in the next. And this 
is the more likely, if we confider the Genius of the 
Man, whofe Image we may clearly fee in the 
Glafs which he holds before us of his Writings. 
He is in one Half of his Book a Stoic, in the 
other an Epicurean, never conftant to himfelf 

in, 
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in any Scheme of Divinity, unlefs it be in defpi- 
fing his Gentile Gods. And this Derifion, as it 
fliews the Man himfelf, fo it gives us an Idea of 
the Age in which he lived ; for if that had been 
devout or ignorant, his fcoffing Humour had been 
either reftrained, or had not paffed unpunifhed, all 
knowing Ages being naturally Sceptick, and not 
at all bigotted, which, if I am not much deceived, 
is the proper Character of our own. In fhort, he 
was too fantaftical, too giddy, too irrefolute ei- 
ther to be any tiling at all, or any thing long } 
and in this View I cannot think he was either a 
Heady Atheift, or a Deift, but a Doubter, a 
Sceptic, as he plainly declares himfelf to be in 
the Dialogue, when he puts himfelf under the 
' Name of Hermotimus the Stoic, called The Dia- 
logue of the SetSIs. 

As for his Morals, they are fpoken of as 
varioufly as his Opinions j tome are for decrying 
him more than he deferves, his Defenders them- 
ielves dare not fet him up for a Pattern of fevere 
Virtue j no Man is fo profligate as openly to 
profefs Vice; and therefore it is no Wonder if 
under the Reign of Nerva , Trajan , Hadrian y 
and the two Antonines , of which the laft was his 
Patron and Benefadtor, he lived not fo much a 
Libertine as he had it to be in his Nature. He 
is more accufed for his Love of Boys, than of 
Women. Not that we have any particular 
Story to convince us of this deteftable Paflion in 
him, but his own Writings bear this Record 
again!! him, that he fpeaks often of it, andJ 
know not that ever he condemns it. Repeated 
Expreflions as well as repeated Adi ions witnefs 
fome fecxet Pleafure in the Deed, or at leaft fome 

fecre* 
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fecret Inclination to it. He Teems to infinuate 
in his Dialogue of Loves , that Socrates was given 
to this Vice, but we find not that he blames him 
for it ; which, had he been wholly innocent him- 
felf, it became a Philofopher to have done. He 
is accufed likewife for writing too lufcioufly in 
his Dialogues of the Harlots. We find not 
however that Lucian was charged with the 
"Wantonnefs of his Dialogues in his Life-time ; 
if he had been, he would certainly have anfwer’d 
for himfelf, as he did to thofe who accufed him 
for expofmg Socrates , Plato , and Diogenes , and 
other great Philofophers, to the Laughter of the 
People, when Jupiter fold them by Inch of 
Candle. 

In other Refpc&s, this Writer was of a Life 
as unblameable as any Man, for ought we find to 
the contrary ; and this probable Inducement 
favours the Opinion, becaufe he had fo honour- 
able an Employment under Marcus Aurelius , an 
Emperor as clear fighted as he was truly vir- 
.tuous. This Writer feems to be an Enemy to 
nothing but to Vice and Folly. The Pidtures . 
which he draws of Ni grirrus and of Demanax , are 
as fair as that of Virtue herfelf, if, as the Philo- 
fopher faid, (he could wear a Body. And if we 
oppofe to them the Lives of Alexander , the falfe 
Prophet, and of Peregrinus y how pleafingly, and 
with how much Proht does the Deformity of the 
laft fet off the Beauty of the firft ? 

LUC IAN. is generally allowed to havebeeir 
an univerfal Scholar, and a prodigious Wit j he is 
Attic and neat in his Style,' clear in his Narration, 
and wonderful facetious in his Repartees; he 
fumifhes you with almoft all the poetical Hiftory 
in fuch a diverting Manner, that you will not 

eafily 
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eafdy forget it ; and fupplies the mod dry and 
barren Wit with a rich Plenty of Mate- 
rials. If we compare his Style with the Greek 
Hiftorians his Cotemporaries, or near his Time, 
we fhall find it much more pure than that of 
Plutarch , Dion, or Appian , tho’ not fo grave} 
fcecaufe his Subjects and theirs required to be 
treated after a different Manner. It was not of 
an uniform Web, fays Mayn , like Thucydides, 
Polybius , and fome others whom he names, but 
was fomewhat peculiar to himfelf-j his Words 
well chofen, his Periods round, the Parts of his 
Sentences harmonioufly divided ; a full Flood, or 
even a Torrent of Perfuafion, without Inequali- 
ties or Swellings, fuch as might be put in equal 
Com pari fon with the beft Orations of Demojlhenes, 
' or Ifecrates , not fo dry as the firft, or fo flowery 
as the laft. His Wit, fays Ablancourt , was full 
of Urbanity, that Attic Salt, which tire French 
call fine Raillery ; not obfcene, not grofs, not 
rude, but facetious, well-mannePd, and well- 
bred. Only he will not allow his Love the 
Qnality laft mentioned, but thinks it ruftical, 
and according either to his own Genius, or that 
cf the Age in which he lived. . 

If Wit confifts in the Propriety of Thoughts 
and Words, then Lucian’s. Thoughts and Words 
are always proper to his Charadters, and to his 
Subjects. If the Pleafure arifing from Comedy 
and Satyre be either Laughter, or fome nobler 
' Sort of Delight which is above it, no Man is fo 
great a Mafter of Irony as this Writer. That 
Figure is not only a keen, but a ihining Weapon 
in his Hand, it glittters in the Eyes of thofe it 
kills } his own Gods, his ‘greateft Enemies, are 
not butchered by him,, but fairly llaia}. they 

, . mufl 
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muft acknowledge the Hero in the Stroke, and 
take the Comfort which Virgil gives to a dying 
Captain, JEnece magtii dextra cadis. 

I know not whom Lucian imitated, unlefs it 
was Ariflophanes , (for you never find him men- 
tioning any Roman Wit, fo much the Grecians 
thought themfelves fuperior to their Conquerors.) 
But he who has beft imitated him in Latin , is 
Erafmus , and in French Fontenelle in his Dia- 
logues of the Dead , which I never read but with 
a new Pleafure. 

The Way which Lucian chofe to deliver his 
pleafing and profitable Truths, was that of 
Dialogue. He was fenfible of the difficult Talk 
he undertook in this way of writing, as appears 
in his Difcourfe againft one who had called him 
Prometheus. He owns himfelf in this Particular 
to be like him, to whom he was refembled, to 
be the Inventor of a new Work in a new Man- 
ner, the Model of which he had from none be- 
fore him j but adds withall, that if he could not 
give it the Graces which belong to fo happy an 
.Invention, he deferves to be torn by twelve 
Vultures inftead of one, which preys upon the 
Heart of that firft Man-potter. For, to quit the 
beaten Road of the Ancients, and take a Path 
of his own choofing, he acknowledges to be a 
bold and ridiculous Attempt, if it fucceed not. 
The Mirth of Dialogue and Comedy in my 
Work, fays he, is not enough to make it plea- 
fing j becaufe the Union of two Contraries may 
as well produce a Monfter as a Miracle, as a 
Centaur refults from the joint Nature of Horfe 
and Man. 

It is evident, that the chief Defign of this 
Writer was to dilheft Heaven of fo many immo- 
ral 
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ral and debauched Deities ; his next, to expofe 
the mock Philofophers ; and his laft, to give us 
Examples of a good Life in the Perfons of the 
true. The reft of his Difcourfes are on mixed 
Subjects, lefs for Profit than Delight } and fome 
of them too libertine. 
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CAIUS CRISP US 
SALLUSTIUS. 


T HIS excellent Hiftorian was born at Ami- 
ternum , in the Country of the Sabines , in 
the Year Six hundred and fixty-eight, from the 
Founding of Rome j being the very fame where- 
in, according to the Roman Annals, Athens was 
taken and facked by Sylla. He was defcended 
from the noble Family of the SalluJUt , which 
had for a long Series of Years made a Figure in 
the fecond Order or Degree of Quality in the 
Republick. He had his Education at Rome y 

the 
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the melt illuftricus City then in the World j 
and finding his Genius not to lie to Arms or 
Horfes, but the more refined Labours of the 
Brain; he applied himfelf to the Purfuit of 
Learning. . , 

He was led, as well by his Judgment as his 
Inclination to the Bufinefs of Hiftory. And, as 
in the Conrfe of his Education he had for his 
Praeccptor, among ethers, Atteius Pretexatusy 
entitled Pbilologusy one of the moft famous 
Grammarians of the Age ; the fame Atteiusy on 
his defigning an Hiftory, furnifhed him with an 
Abftradt of the Affairs of the Romans , to make 
his Choice of which he fhould write. There is 
reafbn to believe he had laid thd Foundation of 
his hiftorical Works in his earlier Years, but 
that he was interrupted from profecuting it by 
the Occupations of a publick Employment; for 
being feized by the Difeafe of Ambition, as he 
very frankly intimates himfelf, he would needs 
have a Port in the Government. It ought to 
be obferved, that the Manners of the Romans 
were at that time extremely degenerated. Now 
Sallujl coming upon the Stage in times fo cor- 
rupt, and being young, - it will be the lefs won- 
der’d at, that he fuffered himfelf to be over- 
come. It was enough perhaps to batter down 
a feverer Virtue than his, and yet he profeftes 
that he did in his Heart abominate tire Vices he 
law pra&ifed. But the Tide againft him was 
loftrong, that all the great and magnanimous 
Notions he had been poftefled with of the 
Virtue and Difcipline of the ancient Romans be- 
came languid in him. In Ihort, he was borne 
away by the Torrent, and plunged into the 
common Corruption. , ... 

• We 
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• We are told he vfas made a Tribune of the 
People in the Year that Claims was killed by 
Milo. In this Office (wherein by the way it is 
faid he got no Reputation) he a<Sted with great 
Fiercenefs againfl: Milo-, to revenge the Treat- 
ment received from him on the fcore of Faujla y 
the Daughter of Sylla y with whom having been 
taken in Adultery, Milo y as Tribune at that 
Jundture, had fentenced to be feverely whipped j 
which Punifhment he commuted by a Sum of 
Money. Moreover, the Inve&ive afcribed.to Ci- 
cero relates, that in the Year feven hundred or 
three or four, he was expelled the Senate by the 
then Cenfors Appius Claudius and Calpurnius PiJo t 
upon account of his Fornications •and Adulteries. 
Suetonius alfo tells us that Lenaus a Gramma- 
rian and Freedman of Pompey’s , lafhed him fe- 
verely in Lampoons , calling him JVboremaJler , 
Glutton , Debauchee , and a Monfter of Inconfifien- 
cies in his Life and Writings. And the afore- 
mentioned Inve&ive arraigns him of felling his 
Patrimony in the Life-time of his Father, of 
his having been twice tried for Crimes, whereby 
he was brought into the laft Jeopardy ; and 
from whence he efcaped not by his own Inno- 
cence, but by his Judges fuft'ering themfelves 
to be forfworn ; of his having the Impudence in 
open Senate to acknowledge himfelf guilty of A- 
dultery; and, in fine, of feveral other Enor- 
mities too fcandalous to be inlerted in this 
Place. 

After his Expulfion out of the Senate, and 
during his Recefs from publick Affairs, he ap- 
plied himfelf to the Profecution of his former 
Defign, of compiling his Hiftory. But fome 
time after, upon Julius Cafar’s coming to be at 
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the Head of Affairs, Sallu/l was not only reftored 
to his Dignity of Senator, hut was made Queftor. 

•In which Office, the aforefaid Inve&ive proceeds 
to aecufe him of great Corruption, of making , 
Sale of every thing that he could in it, of ufing 
it only as an Occafion of Plunder, and of bring- 
ing the very Poft into Difgrace. However he 
was afterwards made Praetor, I fuppofe, by the 
like Promotion of Cccfars ; in which Employ- 
ment, as we have it from Hirtius , in the Begin- 
ning of his Hiftory of the African War, Ceefar 
fent him with a Squadron of his Fleet againft the 
Ifland of Cercina, upon Intelligence there was a 
great Quantity of Corn in it. Moreover Dio 
has another PafTage concerning his Praetorfhip, 
to this Purpofe, that the Forces of Ctzfar which 
lay in Campania , and were defigned for Africa , 
happening to mutiny, and the Praetor Salluji de- 
parting for Rome to give him an Account of it, 
he was very near being knocked on the Head by 
fome of the Soldiers, whQ purfued him, and put 
to the Sword two Senators, and fpared none that 
fell into their Hands. The fame Author relates, 
that Cesfar beftowed on him alfo the Govern- 
ment of Numidia. And here again the Inveflive 
I have quoted (whofe Authority is much fufpeft- 
ed) falls upon him for his Covetoufnefs and Ra- 
pine, intimating that he treated it not like a 
Province, but an Enemy’sCountry, by his Pollings 
and Exactions j that he fcraped together all that 
he could get, and brought it off for hi sr own 
Ufe. By this Means he returned fo rich from 
Africa , that he purchafed one of the nobleft 
Dwellings in Rome on the Quirinal Mount with 
fpacioUs Gardens, which to this Day are called 
the Gardens of Sallu/l: Beftdes this, he had a 
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Country*-Houfe at Tivoli-, which Cicero upbraids 
him with in the fame Inve&ive. The Remark 
of La Mothe upon tiiis Occafion, is 1 very -juft : 
No one ever fpoke more handiomely in Defence 
of Virtue, and particularly of Chaftity than he, 
nor ufed more rigid Ceniures again It the Excefs 
and Avarice of his Time j and therefore the 
Infamy of his A&ions fell the heavier upon him, 
becaufe it was confider’d how feverely he had ex- 
pofed thofe in his Hiftory, who were much iefs 
guilty of Rapine than himfclf ; and Metellus , a- • 
mong others, whofe Exceffes in Spain he laid open 
with the utmoft Freedom and Severity. His Life 
was very different, from his Writings, and his 
Example alone is fufficient to prove, that as very 
good Men may write very bad books, fo vicious 
Men may fometimes compofe very good ; it be- 
ing not incongruous, that an Author (hould at 
the fame time be an excellent Hiftorian and a very 
wicked Man. 

He married Terentia the Wife of Cicero, after 
her being divorced, which, whether it gave 
birth to the Feud that was between him and tl 
Orator, or was fubfequent to it, and pombly 
increafed it, as I rather believe, remains un- 
certain ; but, as to his Death, we are fufe that 
it happened fome few Years after that of 1 Cecfar , 
that he arrived to the Age of threefcore ail'd two, 
and departed his Life in his own Country^ His 
Reputation for Wit and Learning admitted him 
into the Friendlhip of the greateft Men |of Ins 
Age: He was more particularly intimate with 
Mejfala , Cornelius Nepos , and Nigidius Figidus. 
But Cafar was the Perfon that had a peculiar 
Kindnels for Sallujl , who again was a greater 
Admirer of the other, regarding him a$ an extraor- 
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dinary Man, as appears by the two Epiftles 
to the latter, and by the Character drawn of him 
in Catiline's Confpiracy. And yet he feems to 
have been of a Genius in many refpe&s oppofite 
to Cajar’s, to have had different Notions of Go- 
vernment and of Glory, and to give the Pre- 
ference tacitly to Cato. 

This Ihort Account comprehends the princi- 
pal TranfaCtions that concern the Life and Morals 
of Sallujl j but to attempt a juft and particular 
Character of his Writings, or to colledf the T efti- 
monies of Commendation and Praife beftowed up- 
on him in the moft polite Ages of Literature, 
would infinitely exceed the Limits I propofe on 
this Subject. 'Tacitus calls him Rerum Romana- 
rum JlorentiJfimum Auftorem. Crifpus Romana 
primus in Hijloria , fays Martial. Agellius in one 
Place pronounces him, SubtiliJJimum Brevitatis 
Artificem ; in another, Proprietatum in V trbis re - 
tinentijjimum. If it were left to me, fays Lip- 
ftus , 1 ftiould not doubt to chufe Sallujl for the 
Prefident in the College of Hiftorians. And 
'-vv'ithout detracting from Tacitus or Livy, 1 will 
venture to fay, thofe great Authors might have 
met wfth lefs Admiration from the World, had 
Sallujl come down to us more intire ; but ’twill 
be remember’d by good Judges, that in thefe 
Matters ’tis not the Bulk but the Wit and Judg- 
ment that makes the Merit; nor will any of 
Tafte among the Moderns ever difturb his En- 
joyment of the Place, allowed -him by the heft 
Judges of Antiquity, who put him at the Head 
of the Roman Hiftorians. We are allured by 
Suidas, that one Zenobius a Greek Sophifter took 
the pains to tranflate the Hiftory of Sallujl into 
Greek. It is the Judgment of Seneca^ ia one of 

. his 


a CR. SALLUSriUS. 12 3 

his Declamations, that he furpafled Thucydid t 
■(whom he profefled to imitate) in his concife 
Way of Writing; and conquer’d him as he fpeaks 
in his own Fortification, Cum fit prcecipua in Thu- 
cydide Virtus Brevitas , hac eum Sallujl ius vicit % - 
& in fuis eum Cajlris cecidit. We are told by 
Spartian , that Septimius Severus at the point of 
Death, feeling himfelf fubdued by Sicknefs, fent 
to his eldeft Son that divine Oration (as he calls 
it), which, Sallujl makes Micipfa at his Death 
fpeak to his Children, to perfuade them to mutual 
Concord and Affedtion. It is in the Beginning of 
th& y ugurthine War. 

The War of Jugurtha and the Catilinarian 
Confpiracy, is all we have compleat of , this Hi- 
ftorian. Nothing is left of that excellent Hi- 
ftory, which made him ftyled the Prince of Hi- 
ftorians, but four Orations and two Epiftles, col- 
ledted from the ancient Grammarians and other 
Writers. The Learned are not agreed, whether 
the two Orations to Cafar , concerning the Re- 
gulation of the Commonwealth, belong to Sal- 
lujl. Vojftus took them to be genuine, not Ora- 
tions but Epiftles. The Oration againft Cicero * 
though commended by Fabius as Sallujl' s, Vojjius 
thought belonged to fome Declaimer, and was un- 
juftly charged upon this Hiftorian. 

The Criticks have been almoft difappointed, 
and laboured to little purpofe, to lay any con- 
fiderable Blemifhes upon the Writings of this 
Hiftorian. They would fay indeed, that he ha3 
not been juft to Cicero , in not only omitting 
his Chara&er, but alfo in palling over in Silence 
Matters of Fa6f, that would have made for his 
Glory though in his Account of Catiline's Con- 
spiracy he had a fair Opportunity of mentioning 
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feveral. They object, that the Prefaces of Sal- 
lujl have not only little or no Relation to the 
Pieces to which he has prefixed them, but they 
are alfo too long. They may be called, fays 
La Mo the, a true Saddle for all Horfes j becaufe, 
as Quintilian well obferves, they have nothing 
which relates to the Hiftory, nor any thing 
which renders them more proper for one Com- - 
pofttion than another. They urge, that he 
plundered the Origines of Cato, for old obfolete 
Words, and affedted to innovate in his Didtion 
and Style ; and the moft ingenious Father Le 
Moyne complains of his making Mewnius ha- 
rangue it, upon no other account than becaufe he 
was one of the beft Speakers of his time. Thefe 
are the principal Cenfures that the Labours of 
Sallujl have undergone, and after all he will keep 
his ground, and continue of the foremoft of his 
■Order. 

His Subject is allowed to be great and noble, 
it treats of Matters of Note and Importance, 
lifted from every thing trivial or of Levity. 
He feems (at leaft for the moft part) to have 
been a diiinterefted and impartial Writer, to 
be attach’d to no particular Party, to be free 
from the Influence of Hope and of Fear, to have 
made Truth his Favourite and Care, and to have 
aimed at Certainty, if pofiible, in all things ; 
infomuch, as for the Punick Wars, we are told, 
he not only examined the Memoirs and Writings 
of thofe Countries, but vifited many Places in 
Perfon, to avoid Miftakes in his Accounts and 
Defcriptions. 

But ’tis not enough for Hiftorians to produce 
bare Truth, how important foever; fhe muft 
.alfo have handfome and becoming Clothes, and 

, the 


Digitized by G 


C. CR. SALLUSTIUS. I2J- 

the Warmth and Lights of Eloquence rauft at- 
tend her. Sallujl is admirable in this Particular, 
and his Structure is animated and enliven’d, 
throughout. There is Life, there is Spirit, there 
is Energy in his Work j and his Didtion is of the 
Character of Poely, wherein he has all the moft 
glowing Colours, though without any thing flar- 
ing or improper. Pontin has made an agreeable 
Parallel of the Figures and Manners of Speech; 
in Sallujl , and fome others with the like in Vir- 
gil j and fhewn that the latter, in many Inftances, 
is not more a Poet than the former. - We are 
ulmoft prefent in. his Battles and Sieges, the De- 
fcriptions have fuch a Life and Vivacity. And 
we are fecretly drawn to intereft ourfelves in the 
Event of his Actions and Succelles of his 
Perfons. 

He has the Art of drawing the moft lively 
and inftructive Portraitures of Men. He enters 
into the Bottom of their Nature, explores the 
Labyrinths and Recefles of their Souls ; and, with, 
a fort of Anatomy, lays open all the Folds and 
Doublings of their Spirits. In which Perfor- 
mance, and particularly in the Character given 
of Catiline , he hath let us fee there are Qualities 
to be found in the Mind of Man that may look 
at firft fight inconfiftent, yet are not fo ; but 
may reign alternately, if not altogether in the 
fame Perfons. And laftly, his Draughts are of 
that kind, that if they go before the Narration, - 
they prepare us for it, and raife in our Minds an 
Expedtation, in which he never difappoints, that 
fuch and fuch Fails will enfue. But wherever he 
places them, they agree to, and feem to arife from 
the Adlions of the Perfons. 
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And as his Images of Men are excelling, his 
Reflexions on Things are as juft and folid. He 
had a Genius capable of comprehending and tak- 
ing the Height of the greateft Matters. And 
he pafles fuch Judgments upon them as feem to 
proceed from a finifhed Wifdom. I might alfo 
mention the Sententioufnefs of this Hiftorian, 
wherein there is as much of Poignancy as of 
Weight. I have faid before, his Style approaches 
the Poetick j and now let me take fome notice 
of its Brevity. There’s a certain Frugality, a 
Continence in his Language, that he has out- 
done Thucydides himfelf in ; and one of the To- 
pics that Tacitus is praifed from, is his imitating 
Sallujl in this Perfection : Of which none is ca- 
pable that is not of an accurate and confum- 
mate Judgment, nor without a Sort of Tem- 
perance of the Mind, and Command over a Man’s 
Spirit. For with all his Thrift and Parfimony 
of Expreflion, there’s a rich and fufficient Ex- 
pence of Matter : and ’twas the Talent of this 
excellent Writer, though of very few other befides 
him, to come up to his own Remark upon Cato y 
' . of di hatching much in a few Words. Nor does 
his Concifenefs at all lie in making that Gar- 
ment too fcanty for the Body. ’Twas not with 
the Ideas of his Mind only he was able to mea- 
fure the greateft Things, he hath alfo clothed 
them with a Style and Expreflion fully adequate 
and proportioned to their Nature, and has made 
at once his Thoughts and his DiXion accord in 
Grandeur with the Dignity of his SubjeX. This 
is the Fa£la Diftis Exaquanda y which Sallujl 
himfelf has taken notice of, as one of the trying 
Difficulties of Hiftory. 
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The French Critick Rapin has with great 
Exa&nefs entered into the particular Accom- 
plilhments of this great Hiftorian, and does not 
.forget the chief of his Faults. Sallujl is noble 
and fublime in his way of Writing, which made 
Quintilian compare him with Thucydides. But 
the Queftion is, whether Sallujl’ s Style, as ftiff 
as it is, be not more proper for Hiftory, and 
gives not more Force and Weight to the Dif- 
courfe. Has it not alfo its Beauties ? Sallujl’ s 
Character is to be exa£t and concife, he is prin- 
cipally to be commended for the Swiftnefs and 
Rapidity of his Expreflion, which animates him 
and gives him fo much Life. His Defcription of 
the Place where Jugurtha was defeated by Me- 
tellus , ferves to acquaint us the better with the 
Fight. We Tee by it the Fortitude of the Ro- 
man General, as well as the Experience of the 
King of Numidia>' in taking all the Advantages 
of the Ground ; and the whole Account of the 
Fight is better underftood by the Image of the 
Place, which the Hiftorian lets before our Eyes. 
The Defcription of Africa in Sallujl’ $ War of 
Jugurtha is too minute and particular. He 
fliould not have laid fo much to mark the Bounds 
of the Kindom of Atherbal and Jugurtha then in 
queftion. What need was there to defcribe that 
vaft Country, and to diftinguilh the particular 
Manners of fo many different Nations? Trogus 
charges Sallujl and Livy (and not without a great 
• deal of reafon) with a wanton and immoderate 
Excefs of Harangues in their Hiftories. And in- 
deed all thofe Speeches we put in the Mouths of 
Great Men, carry with them an Air of Fallhoodj 
for from what Memoirs can a Man pretend to 
have fetched them? And befides a Warriour neve 
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/peaks like an Orator. Therefore Harangues are 
fuppofititious, and that which Saliujl makes Cati- 
line lpeak to the Conlpirators, was, in all likeli- 
hood fecret and extemporary. 

The Harangues of this Hiflorian are ad- 
mirable, but feldom to the purpofe. Nothing 
can be finer than Marius's Speech, it is the 
founder! Piece of Morality in the World, con- 
cerning a noble Birth ; every thing there is rea- 
fonable, and Antiquity cannot boall of many 
Difcourfes, where one may find fo forcible Per-, 
iuafions to Virtue ; but that is out of its proper 
Place. 

We ought to make the Picture of none but 
important Perfons, wherein Salli-Jl is faulty ; 
for he gives us the Picture of Semprcnius , who 
is' but indireCtly concerned in the Confprracy of 
Catiline : He is too prolix, when he inveighs a- 
garnft the Corruption and loofe Manners of his 
time : He is always angry with his Country, 

■ and ever difeontented with the Government. 
He gives us too ill an Opinion of the Common- 
wealth, by his Invectives and Reflections upon 
the Luxury of Rome. Nothing can be more 
eloquent than the Defcription of the Condition 
Rome was in when Catiline took the Refolution 
of making himfelf Matter of it. And when 
that admirable Author reprefents the Common- 
wealth corrupted by Luxury and Avarice, and 
finking under the Weight of its own Greatnefs, 
he ufes the molt exquiflte and eloquent Expref- 
fions that can be met with in any Hiftory. 
, Tis in thofe Images that a Man of Skill has an 
Opportunity to fhew it, and the_Hiftorians of the 
firit Rate are full of thofe fine Strokes. SalluJFs 
Preambles, which are great Speeches full of Senfe 
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and manly Eloquence, feem to me to carry with 
them an Air of AfFe£latit>n. They are generally; 
common Places that have no relation to the 
Hiftory. Perhaps this Author had 1'ome Pieces 
of Referve, which he employed upon .occafion, . 
as ■ Cicero ufed to do. That. Method may be 
proper for an Orator, who fpeaks often in Pub- 
lick; but fuch Precaution is not allowable 
in an Hiftorian, who is fuppofed to be Matter of 
himfelf and of his Time. Among the Latin s 9 . 
Sail jl has a noble Expreffion, a true Wit, and 
an admirable Judgment. No Perfon ever imitated 
fo well the judicious, exa£t and fcvere Style of 
Thucydides. He is fometimes ftiffin his Exprellxons, 
but he. never flags; his Concifenefs makes him now 
and then obfcure, his Manners are always true, , 
and he gives weight to all that he fays. His Senti- 
ments are always fine, although his Morals were • 
bad ; for he continually declaims againft Vice, and 
fpeaks in favour of Virtue. 
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CAIUS JULIUS 
CMSAR. 

(JAWS JULIUS C&SAR, the Son of Z»- 
ci us Julius Cafar and Aurelia , was defcended 
on the Father’s Side from lulus the Son of /Eneas ; 
on the Mother* s, from Ancus Martius. He was 
born at Rome , during the Confulate of C. Marius 
and L. Valerius Flaccus , on the twelfth of July, 
about ninety Years before the Nativity. His 
Genius proved him worthy the Defcent j for 
notwithftanding the Difficulties of a narrow 
Fortune, his Virtue raifed him to that ftupen- 
dous Height, which few have attempted, none ar- 
rived at. 

He was contra&ed, whilft a Boy, to Cojfutia, 
a Lady whole Family, though far from the 
meaneft, was not comparable to her Riches : 
What Reafons induced him to put her away, 
and take Cornelia the Daughter of Cinna in her 
Read, I do not find. But this Adtion, Suetonius 
informs us, increafed the Hatred Sylla bore him 
on the fcore of his Affinity to Marius , who 
married his Aunt. At fixteen he loft his Father, 
and the next Confulate put up to be Flamen 
Dialis , or High-Prieft of Jupiter ; whether he 
obtained it or no, Authors differ. Suetonius 
affirms he didj Plutarch fays otherwife, whofe 
Opinion is much the more likely of the two : 
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for Sylla, having then the fiipreme Power in his 
hands, might with lefs Trouble have prevented 
Ceefar's being chofen, than turn him out of the 
Pontificate after he had once gained it by the 
Suffrages of the People. ’Tis agreed on all hands 
this Ele&ion had like to have proved fatal to him, 
for his early Ambition roufed the Dictator’s Jea- 
loufies ; the Prefages he made of him are very re- 
markable. You confider not, fays he to the Per- 
fons that were Suitors for Ca far's Life, and urged 
thelnnocency of his Youth, that many Marius' s 
are in that Boy. 

Thus Ccefar, though labouring under the 
Misfortune of a Quartan Ague, was obliged to 
hide among the Sabines , and remove his Lodg- 
ings every Night j yet his utmoft Caution could) 
not prevent his falling in fometimes with the 
Dilator’s Parties. Such was the Courfe of 
Ccefar' s Life, till at length Sylla yielding to the 
repeated Inftances of Mamercus Emilias, Aure- 
lius Cotta, and the Veftal Virgins, vouchfafed him 
a Pardon, though not without the utmoft Re- 
luCtancy. Take, faid he, the fatal Gift you fo 
earneftly defire j but remember, I have foretold 
you, he will one day prove the Ruin of our 
Party. This Conceffion, in a manner extorted 
from Sylla, Cafar judged no fufficient Security 
for his Perfon j wherefore, fo long as the other 
was in Power, he continued at as great a diftance 
from Rome as poflible. He ferved as a Volunteer 
in Afia , under Tbermus the Praetor, who fent him 
to Bithynia for the Fleet ; where he contracted 
a Friendftlip with King Nicomedes. Returning 
from thence, he behaved himfelf fo well at the 
Siege of Mitylene , he obtained a Civic Crown ; 
nor did he give Ids Proof of his Courage, when 
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under the Command of Servilius Ifauricus in Si* 
cily-, the time he remained there, which was. 
only fhort. For, on Advice that Sylla's Intereft 
declined, he quitted the Camp ; but inftead of 
returning to Rotne , as his Friends defired, took a 
Voyage for Rhodes , where with Cicero he became 
- a Hearer of Apollonius , Molons Son, a great Rhe- 
torician, defigning to render himfelf equally fa- 
mous at the Bar and in the Field. In this Study 
he made no indifferent Progrefs, and we may 
eafdy conclude from the mafeuline and polite 
Style of his Commentaries, with that admirable- 
Speech bn Catiline’s Confpiracy, recorded by Sal- 
luj ?, he might have rivalled Tully, had not more 
important Reafons changed the Lawyer for the 
Statefman, the Orator for the General ; Arts be- 
fore as incompatible as Empire and Liberty, but', 
reconciled in Ceefar. 

In his Paffage to Rhodes he was taken by the- 
Pirates that infefted thofe Seas, who offered 
him his Liberty for twenty Talents ; but think- 
ing that Sum too fmall, he added of his own 
accord thirty more. Difpatching Meffengers to 
raife the Money, he remained their Prifoner 
forty Days till it came, attended only by his 
Phyfician and two Servants. During his Stay 
amongft them, as an Argument of his Uncon- 
cern, he frequently employ’d his time in making 
Verfes and Orations, obliged them to be his Au- 
ditors} and if their want of. Judgment, or Ill- 
nature gave him not the Praifes he deferved, 
would threaten in jeft to crucify them : which 
he afterwards performed in earneff, though then it- 
only paffed for Raillery and the Effed of juvenile- 
Heat. 
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5 The firft Proof he gave of his Excellence iir 
Speaking, was when he accufed Dolabclla of 
Male-Adminiftration in Greece ; but loft more by 
the Enemies he made on that occafion than he 
gained by the Applaufe. His fecond Attempt 
indeed, againft Publius Antemius for Bribery, was 
more fuccefsful : he engaged in this Affair to* 
oblige the Grecians , and urged the Matter fo 
home before Af. Lucullus , Pra-tor of Macedonia y . 
that the Defendant was glad to appeal to the Tri- 
bunes at Rome.. 

CMSA'R all this while lived far greater than 
his Patrimony could afford, contracted many 
Debts, owed thirteen hundred Talents before he 
obtained any publick Office j and his Enemies, 
not reflecting to how great Advantage he beftoweel 
his Money, did not defery the Politician through 
the Prodigal., Still, in vain, they expeefted when t 
his Credit fhould fink, till he had difeharged 
the mold honourable. Employment in the State, 
and effectually gained his Point,, by fettling a Cha- 
racter for the moft generous, beft-humoured No-, 
bleman in Rome. 

The firft Tryal he made of his Intereft, was, 
when he ftood with C. Popilius for a Tribunate 
of the Soldiers, and carried it. Some time after 
he was chofen Quaeftor ; but that Year had the 
Misfortune to lofe his Aunt 'Julia, and Wife 
Cornelia. It had always been the Cuftom, to, 
make Orations on the Deceafe of grave Matrons, 
but never on young Women ; Cecfar however 
* took this Opportunity to fhew the Affecftion he 
had for his departed Lady, and fo well was he 
beloved by the People, they looked upon the, 
Innovation as the Elfeil of his Tendernefs and 
Good-nature. But making tire Harangue in 
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honour of his Aunt’s Memory, he produced the 
Images of her Hufband Marius , which nobody 
had ever the Hardinefs to do, fincethe Admi- 
niftration came into Sylla’s hands, who declared 
Marius’s Party Enemies to the State ; a politick, 
bold and happy Attempt ! for by this means he 
revived their drooping Hopes, and made himfelf 
Head of that Fadion. But CUefar knew the. Po- 
fture of Affairs was fomething changed, therefore 
thought he might fafely venture to do his Uncle 
that Juftice, which he afterwards did his Enemy ; 
for when the Civil Wars were decided, thinking 
it fufficient Revenge to have conquered, he was fo- 
far from triumphing over the Misfortunes of his 
Rival, he reftored thofe Trophies the People had 
demolifhed. Upon which Occafion Cicero was 
heard to fay, Ccefar by fetting up Pompeys Statues 
had eftablifhed his own. 

Being now about twenty-four Years of Age, 
he began to enter upon Adion ; and the farther 
Spain was the Theatre, where he attended the 
Praetor Fotus, and acquitted himfelf with Suc- 
cefs. Yet beholding the Statue of Alexander the 
Great in the Temple of Hercules at Cales y 
(whither he went by the Praetor’s Command to 
hold a Convention of the States) he was feized 
with an extraordinary Melancholy, refleding 
what an unadive Life he had hitherto led, 
whereas that noble Grecian by his Age had fub- 
dued many Nations. After his Return from 
Spain he married Pompeia , lefs renowned for 
Virtue than Beauty, witnefs her Affair with. 
Clodius ; all CaefaPs Accomplilhments which 
enflaved the World, were not fufficient to fix 
the roving Inclinations of a Woman j nay, fo 
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imprudent were her Defires, fhe muft needs ap- 
point* the Gallant an Interview at her own Pa- 
lace, when (Cafar being Praetor) fhe and all the 
Roman Ladies were celebrating thofe facred Rites 
to the Goddefs Bona , where Men were never per- 
mitted to be prefent. Clodius however was de- 
tected and complained of, not only as an Adulterer, 
but a Prophaner of the Holy Ceremonies ; and , 
Cesfar thought it high time at once to be rid of 
his Wife and the Scandal : Yet being fummoned 
as a Witnefs againft Clodius , he faid, he had no- 
thing to alledge againft him. Why, then, faid 
the Profecutors, have you difmifled Pompeia F 
Becaufe , replied he, 1 would not have my Wife 
even fufpetted. Thus Cafar was divorced, and 
Clodius acquitted. 

Finding his Generality turned to fo good 
Account, he ftill continued to give Proofs of it 
on all occafions. Being elected ./Edile, his Mag- 
nificence fo far excelled his Collegues, that the 
whole Honour redounded only to Cafar , whilft 
Bibulus fhared the fame Fate with Pollux^ the other 
with Cajlor , by whofe Name alone the Temple 
in the Forum was called, dedicated to both the 
Brother-Twins. 

Every Day increafed the AfFeCtion of the 
People, and Cafar relying on their Favour, 
put up for the extraordinary Government of 
Egypt , becaufe the Alexandrians had expelled 
their King. He wanted not Suffrages, but 
Ptolemy having formerly been honoured by the 
Senate with the Name of Friend , now found 
Prote&ion from his Allies. This made the firft 
Difappointment he met with, nor did this dis- 
courage him from ftanding foon after for the 

Pontifi- 
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Pontificate, which became void by the Death of 
Jlfetellus. Catullus and Ifauricus , both Perfons of 
great Intereft in the Senate, were his Competitors ; 
file former dreading the Lofs of his Honour, pri- 
vately fent Cafar a confiderable Offer to defift, 
for he had not much to apprehend from Ifauricus 
but he gave him to underitand he would himfelf 
expend a much larger Sum: to carry the Day.. 
When the Time appointed for the Election was 
come, leaving the Houfe,. he told his Mother 
fhe fliould either fee him High-Pried that Day,, 
or banifhed. Thus, probably, had he miffed of 
his Office, his future Hopes had been for ever 
dafhedj but Fortune had not a mind to dis- 
oblige the Man for whom fhe had already cut 
out fo much Bufinefs ; therefore decided the 
Caufe in his favour by a vaft Majority of 
Totes. 

When Catiline's Confpiracy broke out, Ca— 
far was Praetor. The Queltion being put, 
what fliould be done with Lentulus , Cethegus , and 
the reft of their FaClion,. after many Senators 
had voted for . putting them to death, he flood 
up and made an Oration in their favour, which 
had a ftrange EffcCt upon the Audience ; till the 
fevere Cato , tranfported with Zeal for the Com- 
monwealth, made a virulent Speech, and infinuated. 
him to be a Party to the Plot, which effectu- 
ally turned the Scales. Whether Cccfar was 
really concerned in this Affair, or Cato's Sufpi- 
cions were falfe, has furnifhed the World with 
Matter of Difpute, and will for ever remain 
undetermined. 

He found himfelf as much hated by the No-.. 
bility as beloved by the Commons j for which 

reafoa< 
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reafon he countenanced the Tribune MetcUus * 
when he preferred Laws in favour of the latter ; 
and therefore the Senate deprived him of the 
Praetorfhip, but reftored it again, and returned 
him Thanks, when they found he modeftly de- 
clined doing himfelf Juftice by that Force the 
People offered him. 

His Pncture ended, Ca'far was chofen Gover- 
nor of the farther Spain. His Creditors, who were 
very numerous, murmured at his Thoughts of 
leaving Rome before they were paid ; wherefore,, 
to fatisfy the moft importunate, he got CraJJus 
to be engaged for him, as far as eight hundred 
and thirty Talents ; then purfued his intended 
Journey. Paffing by a f'mall Village on the 
jf/ps, inhabited by a few miferable Wretches, 
his Friends in. j eft demanded, whether he thought 
the People had any Difputes for Offices, or Feuds 
about Eledtions there ! No, replied Ctefar ; but 
I aflure you fincerely, I would rather be the 
firft among thefe, than the fecond Man at Rome. 
They tell you likewife, as a farther Inftance of 
his Ambition, he ufed frequently to repeat 
two Verfes of Euripides , which he thus in- 
verted 

Nam Ji Violandum ejl Jus, regnandi gratia 
Violandum eji\ aliis rebus Pietatem ct>las. 

If Violation of the Laws admit 
Of Reafon , Empire mujl the Failing quit j 
In other Things to Piety fubmit. 

Yet even the fage Plutarch agrees, Cafar 
® would have been content with an Equal, Pompey 
would not. 

Arriving. 
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Arriving in Spain, he foon raifed a con- 
fiderable Army, reduced Portugal and Gallicia , 
then pulhing his Succefs, advanced higher, and 
carried his Arms as far that Way as the Ocean 
would permit. When the Year expired he re- 
turned to Rome , where he entered as a private 
Perfon, and with Bibulus was chofen Conful. 
The great Triumvirs were now agreed, and 
Ceefcrr marrying his Daughter Julia to Pompey , 
and being fupported both by him and CraJJus , 
he was equal to either of them ; and had not 
the latter’s untimely Death in Parthia left the 
other two foie Difputers for the fupreme Power, 
thole Wars which coft Rome fo much Bloodfhed 
had never happened. 

Thus Cajar having by the In ter eft of Craf- 
fus and Pompey , notwithftanding Bibulus oppofed 
him, pafied fuch Edicts as made him more po- 
pular than before, and difcharged the Office of 
Conful much to his own Satisfaction, obtained 
the Government of Illyricum , and both the 
Provinces of Gaul , where Plutarch informs us 
in nine years time he took five huudred Towns 
by Storm, conquered three hundred States, en- 
gaged three Millions of Men at feveral times, 
killed one third and took another. But for a far- 
ther Account of his glorious Exploits in that 
Country, of his Actions in Italy , Spain , Greece , 
Alexandria , Afia , Afric , you muft confult his 
Commentaries. Let it fuffice to obferve here, 
that fo long as CraJJus and Cajar s Daughter 
Julia lived, Pompey and he were in perfect 
Friendfhip; the greateft Men at Rome made their 
court to him ; Pompey , CraJJus , Appius the Prae- 
tor of Sardinia , and Nepos Proconful of Spaing 
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at once attended him at Lucca , where one hun- 
dred and twenty Lidtors, and above two hun- 
dred Senators were prefent. In fhort, the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs at Rome was wholly decided 
by thefe three powerful Men. But when Crajjus 
died, Cesfar and Pompey fell out, fo the Civil 
Wars began. 

How much Induftry, Condudf and Courage, 
how much Mercy he {hewed to his Enemies, and 
how well he was beloved by his own Soldiers, 
his excellent Memoirs do abundantly teftify. But 
his Power foon became the Objedt of Envy, and 
the People enjoying Peace, and having Leifure 
to refledf how lavifh they had been of their Fa- 
vours to him, refolved to pull him down ; this 
could not be done without an Aflaffination j In- 
ftruments were quickly found, and the ungrate- 
ful Brutus became Leader of this Fadtion. The 
S«nate-Houfe was the Place where this mighty 
Tragedy was adted, many were the Accomplices, 
when Cafar having received three and twenty 
Wounds, expired. He fell on the fifteenth of 
March , in the fifty-fixth Year of his Age, having 
only furvived his Rival four, and founded the 
Roman Empire in his own Blood ; fof after his 
Deceafe the Commonwealth became an abfolute 
Monarchy, the conftantFate of ill-governed Re- 
publicks. He triumphed five feveral Times, for 
Egypt, Pontus , Afric , Gaul and Spain , and be- 
ing declared perpetual Didfator, he rewarded 
thofe who had well deferved from his Friendftiip, 
and promoted fome of his Enemies. He had 
only the fingle Failing of Ambition to prove him 
mortal, yet afliiming fupreme Authority, was no 
more than what the Safety of his Perfon required j 
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for otherwife it would have fallen into Pompcys 
Hands, and then the Confequence muft have - 
proved fatal to Ccefar j but the greateft life he 
made of Power was to pardon thofe that offended 
him : Many were the Honours decreed his Me- 
mory, and his Name was the Title of eleven fuc-- 
. ceeding Emperors. 

The Name of Julius Ccefar is fo illuftrious, 
that nothing can be added to the Commendation 
of his Works, of what Nature foever they are, 
after it is faid he is the Author of them. So that 
he is not indebted to his military Actions alone ^ 
for the high Reputation that follows him, fince 
his Learning has no lefs contributed to it than his 
Arms; which made Quintilian fay, that Ccefar 
fpoke, writ, and fought with the fame Spirit,. 
Coclem animo dixit quo bellavit j and that the fame 
happy Genius which favoured, all his Victories, 
animated even his Orations and Writings. He 
writ like a Man of Quality, and among innu- 
merable Excellencies which he holds in common 
with other Authors, he poffefl'es this almoft 
peculiar to himfelf, that you fee the Prince and 
the Gentleman, as well as the Soldier and Scho- 
lar in his Memoirs. He had a prodigious Wit,, 
and univerfal Learning, was noble by Birth, a 
confummate Statefman, a brave and wife Gene- 
ral, and a moll heroick Prince. His Prudence 
and Modefty in fpeaking of himfelf, the Truth 
and Clearnefs of his Defcriptions, the inimitable 
Purity and Perfpicuity of his Style, diftinguifti 
him with Advantage from all other Writers, 

What ufeful and entertaining Accounts might 
r-eafonably be expected from one who gives you 
the. Geography and Hiftory of thofe Countries 

and 
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and Nations which he himfelf conquered, and 
the Defcriptions of thofe military Engines, 
Bridges, and Encampments, which he himfelf 
contrived and marked out ? It is obfervable, 
that among the Praifes which the Antients gave 
to the Orators of that Time, though they valued 
much the Sharpnefs of Sulpitius , the Gravity of 
Brutus , the Diligence of Polite , the Judgment of 
Calvus , and the Copioufnefs of Cicero , they ad- 
mired above all the Vigour of Cafar’s St\le, Vim 
Cafaris, as if the fame Virtue by which he exe- 
cuted fo many military Exploits, had infpired him 
with that Ardour and Vehemence by which he 
was always fo eminently diftinguifhed from the 
reft o f that Age. 

In his moft tender Age he compofed The Praife 
of - Hercules, and wrote the Tragedy of Oedipus , 
and fome other Poems under the Title of Julii , 
which Augujlus afterwards forbid to be pubhihed; 
it is impoflible to determine what the Poem was, 
called Iter by Suetonius ; but as for that Epigram 
which fome aferibe to him, and others to Ger- 
7nanicus r made upon the young Thracian who fell 
into the River Hebrus, it is one of the moft de- 
licate Pieces of all Latin Poetry, and I think can- 
not be tranflated. 

Thrax puer ajlriclo Glacie clum ludit in Heirs, 
Frigore concretas pondere rupit Aquas. 

Dumque inue partes rapido traherentur ah amne, 
Abfcidit heu tenerum lubrica tejia caput. 

•Or ha quod inventum tnater dum conderct Urna , 
Hoc peperi Jlammis, cater a, dixit , Aquis. 
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His Fame in Oratory was indifputable, but his 
Orations for the Bithynians , for the Law Plautia , 
for Dectus a Samnite , for Sextilius , and many 
others are loft. His two Anticatones fhewed what 
he could do in Satire, and his two Books of ^a«- 
gave him no finall Place among the moft 
. c', teemed Grammarians. He wrote fome Trea- 
tifes of prefaging by the Flight of Birds, and o- 
thers of Augury, and fome of Apothegms, or 
Ihort and witty Sentences. But what he pub- 
lifhed of the Motion of the Stars, which he had 
learned in Egypt , deferves much more to be con- 
sidered, becaufe it prognofticated his own Death 
on the Ides of March , (if the elder Pliny may be 
credited : ) we muft not omit the Ephemeride s, or 
Journals mentioned by Stratus, nor the Reforma- 
tion of the Kalendar. 

The Title of thofe Commentaries alone make 
it manifeft that Cafar had no Defign to write a 
compleat Hiftory ; they are fo naked, fays Cicero, 
and ftript of all thofe Ornaments of Oration, 
which he was very capable to give them, that 
though they are extremely agreeable in the Con- 
dition they are, they are to be taken for nothing 
clfe but Notes prepared by him for their Ule 
who would compile a Hiftory of his Time; and 
though Materials fo well provided might have ex- 
cited fome Perfons, rafo enough to attempt any 
thine, to try their Skill to refine and polifh them, 
vet all judicious Men have abftained from doing 
• t . and others that perhaps endeavoured in it, 
have fouhd themfelves altogether unable and jin- 

likely to gai 
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i Defign framed by fo great an Arti- 

Suetonius m^kes Afmius Pollio accufe 
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Mm of not having been exaCt enough, and even 
to have declined Tometimes from Truth, fo that 
as the faid Afinius conjectures, he would have re- 
viewed his Commentaries, and corrected them in 
many Places. 

Some Criticks have maintained, that neither 
the three Books of the Civil War, nor the feven 
of the War of the Gauls were writ by Ca-far ; but 
fuch an Opinion is fo groundlefs, that it merits 
not the leaft Reflection. As for the eighth Book 
of the' laft mentioned Work, moft agree that 
Hirtius was the Author of it, who 'writ alfo the 
Commentaries of the Wars of Alexandria , Africa , 
and Spain. Though fome afcribe them to Oppius y 
an intimate Friend of Cafar’s , who likewife 
wrote a Treatife to prove that the Son of Cleopa- 
tra y which (he pretended to have had by the fame 
Cafar y was not of his begetting. Pliny the Elder, 
fpeaking of the wonderful Abilities of this learned 
Roman , obferves that he fur palled the whole Wc rid 
in die Vigour of his Mind, that he has been feen 
at the fame time to read, write, dictate, and hear 
what was faid to him ; and adds, that it was com- 
mon with him to dictate at once to four Secreta- 
ries ; and when he was not diverted by other Af- 
fairs, he ufually employed feven to write under 
him. This Activity of Thought is as if he were 
fomething more than human, and indeed theGreat- 
nefs of his Genius would be judged wholly in- 
comparable, (hould we imagine it exaCtly in the 
Extent of all his Actions. His Writings have 
been fo juftly efteemed, that Selimus the Great 
caufed them to be tranflated into Arabick ; and it 
is believed that the reading of them, which was no 
lefs agreeable than ordinary with him, contributed 

much 
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much to the Conqueft of fo many Provinces, 
with which he augmented the Ottoman Empire. 
And Henry IV, that famous Monarch of France , 
took the pains to tranflate into French what re- 
lated to the War of the Gauls , which doubtlefs 
was no fmall Affiftance to that heroic Ardour with 
which that Prince was fo eminently infpired. 

XENOPHO'N , fays Rafi-i, has a feft and 
delicate Way of writing; his Difcourfe, like a 
pure and clear Stream, has no Parallel in all the 
Works of the Antients, except CaifaP s Style, 
than which nothing was ever writ with greater Pu- 
rity in Latin. I am charmed with his Plainnefs, 
and can find no Writer that exprefies himfelf with 
the fame Pcrfpicuity. But Cerfar, as plain as he 
* is, has fomething more noble and lofty in the 
Plainnefs and Simplicity of his Difcourfe, than 
Tacitus in all the Pomp and Statelinefs of his Ex- 
preffion. And we meet fometimes with a Ne- 
gligence in the Antients, better than all the Accu- 
racy and Exadtnefs of the Moderns. Cecfar * s 

Narrative is admirable by its Purity and Elo- 
quence, but it is not lively enough, and wants a 
little of that Force which he ufed to defire in Te- 
rence. One cannot be faid to write Hiftory who 
barely relates the Adfions of Men, without fpealc- 
ing of their Motives ; but he is rather like a Ga- •. 
zetteer, who is contented to acquaint us with 
Matter of Faft, without tracing it to its Spring 
andCaufe : Juft as Cafar , who relates limply his 
Marches and Imcampments, without acquainting 
us with the Motives of them. All his Narration 
is too plain and naked, however it may be faid of 
him, he only writes Memoirs. Ccefar has an Ex- 
treme intircly oppofite to Tacitus . In him you 
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find but a plain naked Style, without Tropes and 
Figures, and deftitute of all manner of Ornament. 
Nothing is fo tedious as a Defcription too nice 
and minute, which Fault Ceefar runs into in his 
Commentaries : When he defcribes his warlike 
Machines, it feems as if that great Captain, whofe 
Reputation in the military Science is fo well 
eftablifhed, had alfo a mind to gain that of a good 
Engineer. There is in that a certain Air of Af- 
fectation unworthy fo great a Man. In point 
. of Harangues Polybius is more difcreet than De~ 
'* mojlhenes ; but Ceefar is more cautious Hill, for he 
feldom makes any of thofe Speeches, becaufe they 
do not confilt with the Truth of Hiftory, and 
chufes rather to write bare Memoirs, that hisDif- 
courfe may be more plain. Ceefar has been the 
greateft Matter of Expreflion that ever was. Pe- 
dants are in the right, when they admire the inimi- 
table Purity of his Style, but I admire more his 
good Senfe ; for never did any Man write with fo 
much Difcretion, and he is perhaps the only Au-* 
thor in whom we find no Impertinence. He fpeak;; 
of himfelf as an indifferent Perfon, and is ever 
conftant in the wife Character he has taken upon 
him. 
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MARCUS TULLIUS 

CICERO. 

Ti/f ARCUS Tullius Cicero was by his Mother 
1V1 liglvia defcended from a Houfe of note, by 
his Father uncertain, fome making him a Fuller , 
others of the Family of Tullius Atticus , King of 
the Volfci. The Name of Cicero coming from 
the Figure of a Vetch on the Nofe of his Anyef- 
’ tors or of his own, he was perfuaded to change 
it ; but he replied, he would make that Name 
more glorious than thofe of the Scaurs and 

Catulli. . . • . 

It is fatd his Mother felt no Pam m the De- 
livery of him, that a Daemon or Phantafm ap- 
peared to his Nurfe, and foretold her, that the 
Child at her Bread fhould hereafter be beneficial 
to his Country. And he fpeedily gave pregnant 
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Promifes of the Predi£tion ; for on his Application 
to his Book, he foon excelled all the Boys that 
were his Schoolfellows, fo that Men of great Gra- 
vity came to the School, to obferve and admire 
the Pregnancy of his Wit ; capable of all Sciences 
he chiefly difcovered a Propensity to Poetry, pub- 
Jifhing a Poem when a Boy that is yet extant, and 
called Pontius , or Pontius Glaucus. He made an 
uncommon Progrefs in Rhetoric and Eloquence. 
The Credit of his Poetry is loft in the fuperior Re- 
putation of his Succeffors in that Art. 

. He heard Philo 'in Philofophy, and applied to 
JAutius Sc avoid in the State Affairs, and the 
Knowledge of the Law j but to avoid the Trou- 
ble of a fa&ious Time, he retired to his Studies, 
und a learned but private Converfation, ’till Sylla. 
-had ufurped the Commonwealth, and Matters 
found a fort of Settlement under him. About this 
Time Sylla, by Cryfogonus his emancipated Slave, 
-profecuted Sextus Rofcius Ans£,rinus 9 for Parricide, 
and when all the elder Patrons or Advocates had 
refilled to defend him, Cicero undertook the Caufe, 
and argued it with that Eloquence and Intrepidity, 
that Rofcius was acquitted. 

But being fenfible that the Applaufe he gain- 
.ed by this railed Sylla’ s Hatred, he travelled into 
Greece , and retired to Athens , as he pretended 
for the fake of his Health. Here he applied 
himfelf intirely to the Study of Philofophy, and 
made fuch a Progrefs as gained him univerfal Ap- 
plaufe. 

The News of Syllq' s Death, the Recovery of 
his Health, and the Perfuafion of a Friend pre- 
vailed with him to return to Rome, and the Study 
of Rhetoric as proper to a Statefman, perpetually 
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cxercifmg himfelf in Declamations, and hearing 
the moft celebrated Orators of his Time. From 
Athens he therefore went to Afia and Rhode s, 
where he declaimed in Greeky at the Defire of 
Apollonius y fo admirably, that while all the reft 
were tranfported with his Praife, Apollonius hav- 
ing fate filendy a while, anfwered Ciceroy afking 
his Opinion. .That he admired and praifed him, 
but pitied the Fate of Greece , to find Arts and 
Eloquence, which was all that was left her, ra-» 
vifhed now from her, and tranfported to Rome. 

Being returned to Rome, the Pythian Oracle, 
who had declared that he fhould arrive at Glory, 
by making his own Judgment the Guide of his 
Adhons, not the Opinion of the People, made 
him negligent of publick Affairs, and the Con- 
cerns of the Bar j but being overcome by the Im- 
portunity of his Father and Friends, he at once 
{hone out the greateft Orator of his Time, though 
he was obliged to Rofcius the Comedian, and AL - 
fopus the Tragedian for the well-forming of his 
Action, which afterwards was fo excellent, that 
it did not a little contribute to the Perfuafivenefs 
of his Difcourfes. ' \ 

Being Queftor in Sicily (in a great Scarcity of 
Corn in Rome) he relieved the Wants of the City, 
by obliging all the Sicilians to vend all their Stock 
in Rome. Which with the Adminiftration of his 
Province with Care, Juftice, Clemency, and ge- . 
. neral Satisfaction, made him imagine that he 
eflablifhed an univerfal Character; fo that meeting 
an Acquaintance of his in Campania, he afked- 
him what the People faid of his Actions in Rome ? 
Why, replied the other, where hajl thou been all 
this while? This checked his Vain-glory, and 
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abated his Luft of publick Applaufe in fome mea- 
fure, though never extinguifhed his Love of hear- 
ing himfelf praifed. 

He was fo induftrious to obtain the Qualities 
heccflary for a Statefman, that he not only knew 
the Names, but the Places of Abode, the Lands 
and Country Seats that the principal Citizens en- 
joyed. The Sicilians made choice of him for their 
Advocate againft Verres , whom having caft and 
fined, the People of Sicily made him great Prefents 
when he was /Edile, which he turned to the pub- 
lick, not to his own private Account. 

He had a pleafant Seat at Arpinum , a Farm near 
Naples , and another about Po?npeii. His Wife 
Terentia’s Portion was twelve Myriads, and his 
own Fortune nine, on which he lived freely and 
temperately, rarely fitting down to Meat till Sun- 
fet. His paternal Seat he gave his Brother, ' and 
dwelt himfelf near Mount Palatine, for the Con- 
venience of his numerous Clients j not fewer ap- 
plying to him for his Eloquence, than to CraJJ'us 
for his Riches, or Pompey for his Intereft among ' 
the Soldiers j that great General paying him a 
Deference, and owing much of his Authority 
and Glory to him. He carried the Praetorfhip from 
all the Candidates that flood with him, and dif- 
charged it with Honour and Applaufe. And when 
he flood for the Confulfhip, both the Nobility and 
Commons joined in his Election. 

- Among other Things that he did in his Con- - 
fulfhip, the Difcovery of the Confpiracy of Cati- 
line , and the quafhing of it by the Punifhment of 
the Confpirators. was the moft confiderable, for 
which he had the Title of Father of his Country , 
and was called the Saviour and Founder of the City. 
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For by the Difappointment of this Plot, he del»~ 
vered his Country from Defolation by Fire and 
Sword, whence he derived great Authority in the 
State and with the People. 

Though he was fomething too much given 
to praife himfelf, yet he was far from envying 
others, being very liberal in commending both 
the Ancients and his Contemporaries Greek and 
Latin. Ctffar being one of the Praetors, and Me- 
tellns and Bejlia , two of the Tribunes, did him all 
the Indignities they could, by hindering him from 
fpeaking his Orations at the Surrender of his 
Confulfhip, and would have affronted him more, 
if Cato, one of the Tribunes, had not flood by 
him, and prevented their Attempts. His fharp 
Reflections, Repartees, and Jells upon the Peo- 
ple, had made him fome Enemies, but none could 
hurt him $1 the FaCtion of Ciodius prevailed. 
Ciodius had been of Cicero’s Party, and very ufe- 
jful to him in the Confpiracy of Catiline ; but Te- 
rentia , Cicero’s Wife, fuppofing that Clodia the 
Sifter of Ciodius had a mind to marry Cicero , pre- 
vailed with him to give Evidence againft 
him when profecuted for violating, the Rites of 
the Bona Dea in Cee Jar’s Houfe, for the fake of 
JPompeia, Ccejar’s Wife, with whom, Ciodius was 
in love. He urged ftrongly in his Defence, that 
he was out of Rome ; but Cicero proved that he 
was at his Houfe that very Morning. However, 
by Bribes Ciodius comes off, and refblves to dis- 
charge all his Rage and Revenge againft Cicero, 
being chofen Tribune of the People, though of 
the Patrician Order, for he was of a great Family. 
He bribed the Confuls, by giving them good Pro- 
vinces, as Macedonia to P1J0, and Syria to Gabi - 
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mui ; and of three great and powerful Men, Craf- 
fus was his Enemy, Cafar was going with his 
Army into Gaul, and Pompey indifferently earefled 
both ; but when Cicero had enraged Ceefar , by re- 
futing to go his Lieutenant, as he himfelf had de- 
fir ed, Pompey on his account would neither aflift, 
nor fee Cicero, when he came to his Houfe to apply 
for his Affiftance. 

Thus Cloditis preferred an Accufation againft 
him, for putting Lentulus and Cethegus to Death 
illegally, for which Cicero put on Mourning and • 
fupplicated the People j and with him joined al- 
moft all the Equeftrian Order, twenty thoufand 
young Gentlemen appearing for and with him in 
Mourning ; Ctodius at the Head of a fcandalous 
Rabble abufing him, and throwing Stones at him.,' 
The Seriate themfelves met to pafs a Decree that 
the People fhould put on Mourning, as in a Time 
of publick Calamity, but were hindered by the 
Confuls. 

At laft, by the Advice of his Friends, Cicero 
went out of Rome, guarded by them, about Mid- 
night^ and palled through Lucania on foot, de- 
fining for Sicily. Clodius no fooner heard of his 
Flight, but he publifhed a Decree of Exile, inter- 
dicting him Fire and W ater, and prohibiting any 
within five hundred Miles of Rome to receive hint 
into their Houfes. He palled at laft by Sea to- 
Dyrrhachium , and fo into Greece. This factious 
Tribune having thus driven Cicero out of Italy, 
burnt his Villas and City Houfe, building in its 
place a Temple to Liberty, and expofed his Goods, 
to Sale j and not contented with thefe Outrages* 
he fell upon Pompey, who now repented that he 
had deferted Cicero fo ungratefully* and therefore 
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applied his utmoft Intereft to have him recalled 
from Banifhment. Annius Milo , one of the 
Tribunes, joining with him, they qualhed Clo- 
dius , and pafied a Decree of the Senate and of 
the People for recalling him, it being the moft 
unanimous of any they had ever palled. His 
Villas and Houfe were rebuilt at the publick 
Charge, and he was reftored fixteen Months after 
he was fent into Exile. 

C I C E R Q after this goes to the Capitol. ‘ 
and deftroys tbe Tribunitian Records of the 
Adis pafied in the Tribunefbip of Clodius , as 
being againft the Law, lince he was of the Pa- 
trician Order. Soon after Milo kills Clodius , 
and being to be tried for it, chofe . Cicero for his 
Advocate, who being affrighted at the Forum’s 
being furrounded with Arms, Milo himfelf en- 
couraged him. He was found guilty, but his 
appearing fo confident, and without Mourning, 
was one of the principal Caufes of his Condemna- 
tion. He was after this made one of the Augurs, 
and having Cilicia by Lot, he failed thither with* 
a competent Force, and governed with Clemen- 
cy and Moderation, and among other Adtions 
\vhich gained him Applaufe, he drove out the 
Bands of Robbers who infefted the Mountain 
A/nanus, for which his Soldiers faluted him Impe- 
rator. 

Leaving his Province, he touched at Rhodes y 
Paid a little at Athens , faw his old Friends, and 
then returned to Rome , where being offered a, 
Triumph, he refufed it j but things were now 
all in a Ferment, and coming to an open Rup- 
ture, he interpofed as Mediator between Pompey 
and Cezfar as much as there was Room, but the 
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Wounds being incurable, and Cafar approach- 
ing Rome, after great debate with himfelf which 
Side to take, he followed Pompey , with the 
Senators and great Men that were with him, 
Cafar being now gone ’into Spain. He was 
welcome to all but Cato , who advifed him to 
remain neuter, and govern himfelf by the Event 
of Things, for the Good of the Common- 
wealth. • ■ 

■ After the Battle of Pharfalia (in which Ci- 
cero for want of Health was not) he returned from 
Dyrrhachium to Brundufiiim , having very narrow- 
ly faved his Life from the Swords of young Pom- 
pey and his Friends, for refufing to join their 
Army. Cato preferved him at this time, and 
faw him fafe out of the Camp. Cafar coming at 
laft from Egypt, he went out to meet him, re- 
ceived from him all imaginable Honour, and 
converfed alone with him for many Furlongs. 
When Cafar had refolved not to pardon Li ga- 
rb/ s, he went to hear what Cicero could fay for 
him ; though he declared nothing could mollify 
his Refentment, yet when he heard him, he dropt 
his Papers, and vowed that he was vanquifhed by 
his Eloquence. 

' The Republick being now changed into a 
Monarchy, Cicero applied himfelf wholly to 
Philofophy, publilhing many philofophical Dia- 
logues, and finding out Latin Terms of Art for 
thofe of the Greeks. He fpent all his Time at 
his Villa near Ttfculum , feldom going to Town 
Unlefe to pay his Court to Cafar, whofe Honours 
he was the firft that voted for, coining always 
new Compliments and Praifes of his Perfon and 
A&ions. He had a Defign • of writing the 
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Hiftory of his Country, intermingling the AT- 
fairs of Greece both real and fabulous, but was- 
prevented by public or domeftic Troubles.. 
Terentia had not only negledted him, and never 
came near him at Brimdufium , but had not fur- 
nifhed his Daughter with neceflary Expences for- 
her Journey to him, had left him an empty 
Houfe, and ran him very much in Debt, for 
which Confiderations he put her off. But Ci- 
cero not long after married a beautiful young 
Lady with a great Fortune, which relieved him, 
from the Importunity of his Creditors* This * 
was foon fucceeded by the Lofs of his Daughter 
in Childbed, which produced fo great a Grief 
in him, that all his philofophical friends applied 
to remove his Sorrow, and adminifter Comfort to. 
him. 

He was not concerned in the Confpiracy a- 
gninft Julius Ccefar , though he was fo great a 
Confidant with Brutus , his Old Age and timo- 
rous Temper deterring them from admitting him- 
into the Secret. After the Aflaflination, he pro- 
pofed in the Senate an Adt of Oblivion, and that 
Provinces fhould be allotted to Brutus and Caf- 
fius y but Anthony being Conful, and burying Cce- 
far y made fuch a Speech to the People, and fo 
touched their Companion, by fhewing them the 
bloody Garments of Ccefar , that they mutinied* 
and ran to the Houfes of the Confpirators, who 
being fled, Anthony was fo elated, as to behave, 
himfelf as if he had Thoughts of affuming the- 
Government j he was ^therefore uneafy at Ci- 
cero, whom he looked upon as a Friend to Bru- 
tus, and Liberty. He had therefore gone withi 
Dolabclla to Syria, but Hirtius and Banja being 
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defigned Confuls the next Year, prevailed with 
him to divert his Journey to Aiherts<> where he 
faid he would ftay till their Confulates began; 
but again over-perfuaded by his Friends, he re- 
turned to Rome , and was fo received by the 
People and Senate, that the Ceremonies of his 
Welcome at the City Gates took up almoft a 
whole Day. 

OCTAVIUS coming to Rome from Apollonian 
and falling out with Anthony about Moneys left 
him by Julius, he applied himfelf to Cicero upon 
this Occafion, who efpoufed his Caufe again!! 
Anthony , and he inflnuated himfelf fo far into 
young Cafar, that he called him Father . Th« 
Power of Cicero being now at the high eft, he had' . 
driven Anthony out of Rome ; but Otfavius foonr 
after unites with Anthony- and Lepidus, and by a. 
Profcription he moft barbaroufly and ungratefully 
gave up Cicero to Anthony, though it is faid he 
contended three Days to preferve hint. 

CICERO hears of his Profcription at his 
Houfe near Tufculum, his Brother Quintus being 
with him; in their Letters they immediately 
make for a Country Houfe of Cicero’s, near the 
Sea, called AJlura, but Proviflons being fhort, 
it was agreed that Quintus fhoukl go back for 
Neceffaries, and Cicero go on. Quintus, a few 
Days after, betrayed by his Servants, was flain j 
and Cicero being carried to Ajlura, and finding a 
Veffel ready, went immediately on board, and; 
having failed as far as Clrcium ,. he came oa 
fhore, and travelled a little way toward Rome ; 
then he turned back to the Sea, and his Servants 
carried him to Capua by Water } when arriving 
at his Villa,, his Servants refblved not to fee him 
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murdered, and for that.purpofe carried him away 
again in his Litter j but the Aflattins being 
come, and having broke open his Doors and mif- 
fed him, no body owned they knew any thing of 
him, til] Philologus , the emancipated Slave of 
Quintus, who was educated by Cicero in the li- 
beral Arts and Sciences, told Herennius the Cen- 
turion, and Popilius the Tribune, (whom Cicero 
had defended from an Accufation of Parricide) 
that he was gone down the fhady Road to the 
Sea. The Tribune watching with the Guard 
the Place where he was to come out, Cicero 
perceiving him running to the Walks after him, 
commanded his Servants to fet down the Lit- 
,ter ; fo looking ftedfaftly on the Murderer, all 
befides covered their Faces, whilft Herennius. cut 
off his Head and Hands, which he carried to 
Anthony , who received them with an infulting 
Smile, and ordered them to be fattened over the 
. Rojlrum , where he had pronounced his Philippics 

againft him. 

The Merit and Character of Cicero are fo 
tranfcendent, that all the learned Men of An- 
tiquity have looked upon him as a Prodigy. 

This great Orator had the Benefit and Advantage 
of an excellent Education. His Parents having 
difcovered in him a natural Inclination to Study, 
took exrraordinary Care of him ; but though at 
thofe early Years, when other Children are not 
capable of applying themfelves to any thing, he 
ihewed an extreme Defire to learn, yet his Fa- 
ther thought it moft advifeable to keep him back, 
rather than to pufh him on, at which Cicero 
feemed not a little diflatisfied and impatient, efpe- 
cially when he faw fome of his Companions ftudy 
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under one Plotius , a Matter then in repute. 
His Father however was much to be corftmended 
in this Reftraint, well knowing that too early an 
Application to Study, by endeavouring to ripen 
the Underftanding before the • Seafon, may 
weaken Nature, but will never bring her to Per- 
fection. 

His Father and beft Friends were of Opinion 
that the Greek Tongue was the fittcft for a 
young Man to begin with, and therefore made 
him firft enter upon the Study of that. All the 
great Men that came to Rome between the 
Time of M. Scavola’s Confulfhip, and the 
End of Sylla s Di&atorfhip, were his Matters, as 
that Phadrus he commends fo much in his Epi- 
ttles, and .that Philo the Academic, whom he 
mentions in his Book De Natura Deorum : As 
Mo/o, the Rhodian , whofe Eloquence was very 
celebrated, and ' under whom he ftudied at two 
feveral times ; and a certain Sicilian called Diodo- 
tus , a great Geometrician, of whom he learned 
"Logic,, and whom he fpeaks of in his Tufculan 
Queftions. Thus at the Age of feventeen or 
eighteen Years, he had ran through with incredi- 
ble Expedition, the almoft infinite Extent of all 
the Sciences which might be any way ufeful to 
him in making' hirrrfelf Matter of Eloquence, 
which he fo paffionately affected. 

. As foon as he had conquered the Difficulties of 
the Greek Tongue, he applied himfelf to Poetry, 
to which he had an early and ftrong Inclination ; 
at feventeen Years of Age, in order to accomplifh 
himfelf in Geometry, he tranfiated the Poem of 
Aratusy of which we have fome confiderable 
Fragments ftill left. He tranllated likewifc not 
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long after Plato's Timaus> and his Protagoras * 
the Oecbnomics of Xenophon , and feveral other 
Pieces : Plutarch tells us,, that from his very firft 
Years he difcovercd a Genius, peculiar for all the’ 
Sciences, iuch as Plato requires in the Philofophef 
be forms an Idea of, who ought to be, fays he* 
a Lover of all kind of Knowledge. It was 
alter this Manner Cicero fpent ' his Time till he 
was twenty-fix Years of Age, at which Period 
he began to fpeak in publick. All the molt ce- 
lebrated Lawyers fearing to offend Sylla^ had re- 
efed to undertake Ro/cius his Cafe,, who was 
accufed of Parricide ; the Succefs of this A&ion 
was the firft Step to his future Glory, but it made 
too much Noife not to be looked upon by Sylld 
with a jealous Eye, and by Chryfogonus with me- 
ditated Revenge j for this Freedman, who had 
made himfelf Mafter of him that was Mafter of 
the Commonwealth, brought upon Cicero , by the 
ill Offices he did him, a Perfecution which ended , 
not till the Dilator’s Death. 

Being forced' to leave Rome to avoid the 
Storm he faw ready to break upon him, hearts 
folly fpread abroad a Rumour that he did it upon- 
the Advice of his Phyficians, who told him 
Travel would contribute to his Health.. He retired 
to Athens , where he applied himfelf again to the- 
Study of Eloquence, and received new Inftruc- 
tions in that Art from a certain Syrian Orator na- 
med Demetrius. This ardent Defire after Know- 
ledge put him, in a little while after, upon tra- 
velling into AJia , to be there inftrudted by the 
moft famous Men in every Science j among whom, 
was Menippus of Caria , the beft Orator of hia. 
'J'iine,. SJchylus of Caydia, Dionyjius of Mag~ 
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nefta, Xenoclesy Pojfulonius , and Tome others. A- 
bout the fame Time he met wkh Apollonius Mala 
in Rhodes , who had formerly been his Mafter it* 
Italy. In this Voyage he learnt Aftror.oiny* Geo* 
metry, the old and new Philofophy, the Theo- 
logy of the heathen Religion, the Cuftcms of 
Athens , and all the Laws of Greece. He ftudied 
the Morality of the Stoicks under Philo and Cli- 
toniachus. Antiochus , who in defiance to Car- 
neades , oppofed the new Academicks, iiflruCted 
him in the Opinions of the Antients, and Zena 
and Ph&drus taught-him thofe of Epicurus , which 
he has fince fo much condemned in his Writings*. 
And at laft, after the Death of Sylla, he returned 
to Rome , with a Mind enriched with all fortsf 


of Knowledge, and a Body reftored to perfeCt 
Health, by the Exercife he had ufed in tra- 
veiling. 

The Advantage that confifts in the Agree- 
ablenefs of an Orator’s Perfon, and of his Drefs* 
one would imagine, to be very incottfiderable,. 
and yet they are certainly of very great Import- 
ance. Cicero had the Happinefs of a. handfome 
Face, a good Voice, a pleafing Addrefs, a com- 
manding Prefence, and a genteel Agreeablenefs 
in aU refpeCts j Plutarch allures us, that he was- 
fo amiable in his tender Years, that the Fathers 
of thofe he ftudied with took a Delight in feeing 
him at School. He was very decent in his 
Cloaths, and very polite in his Drefs, even to» 
Affectation* Pie loved Perfumes, and a genteel 
Table, and as he was very pleafant in Convert 
fetion, he delighted in Entertainments, and 
was always very agreeable Company with hi* 
Friends. His Raillery was fine and delicate* 
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and he managed all his Bufinefs with fuch an 
Addrefs, that in the mod: ferious Confultations 
he would frequently mingle fo much of light 
Converfation as was enough to refrefh the Mind, 
without diverting it from what it was intent 
upon. This is the proper Character of that 
Urbanity of which he gives us the Precepts in his 
Trcatife De Oratore. And tho’ it be fomewhat 
difficult at this diftance to judge of the Wit he 
there propofes for our Imitation, in feveral Exam- 
ples of the fine Turn of Words, yet it is certain 
that he was very good at it himfelf, fince Cato, 
as grave as he was, and as much a Stoick as he 
was, after having heard Cicero ridicule the Mora- 
lity of the Stoicks, in that Oration of his for his 
Friend Murana, could not forbear laughing, and 
laying, I mujl needs confefs we have a very pleafant 
Conful. • ■ - 

• CICERO was liberal, and that even to ex- 
cels, but he took not fo much Care in laying out 
his Mouey upon Things that made a great Noife 
in the World. All his Expences were greatj 
and upon noble Accounts, and proceeded more 
from his Temper and Difpofition, than from 
any politick’ Defign he had in them. He is 
reckoned to have had eighteen Country Seats, 
all very magnificent, ftately built, and fplendid- 
ly furnifhed ; indeed he was not Mafter of fo 
many Houfes at once ; the chief of them were 
the Tufculane , the Formian , that at Caietta, that 
at Arp'tnas , the Pompeian , and that he had near 
Cumes. Neither was it fo much out of Pride 
that'he affected this Pomp, though it muft be con- 
fefled he was a little vain, as out of a Noblenefs 
of Soul which fought the. Efteem of a People 
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that did not in the lead difrelilh any thing that 
was fumptuous, Jo it were fupported by Wealth 
honeftly procured. 

Never was any Perfon born in a more 
happy Time for Eloquence than Cicero ; he came 
into the World when the Roman Empire was in 
its flourifhing State, when all Knowledge was 
come to its Perfection, and in an Age the mod 
refined and polilhed that ever was. Nature be- 
gan with adorning his ' Body with all thofe 
Graces that could make him lovely, and with 
furniftung his Mind with all thofe natural Qua- 
lities thet were proper to render him an extra- 
ordinary Perfon. His Melancholy, which, ac- 
cording to Arijiotki is the common Temper of 
great Wits, had nothing in it that was dull or 
heavy, and what is very unufual, there was 
never any one fingle Perfon that was Mafter of 
fo much folid Reafon, and had fo much Vigour 
and Vivacity at the fame time. Thofe vaft 
Stores of Knowledge, and thofe immenfeTrea- 
fures of Learning with which he had with fo 
much Care and Labour replenilhed his Mindy 
added Weight and Authority to all he fpoke, 
and made him deliver himfelf with all the Soli- 
dity that can be imagined. 

But befides this Solidity, which includes fo 
much Senfe and Prudence, he had a certain 
Spritelinefs of Wit, a peculiar Grace which 
gave an Embellishment to all he faid, fo that 
whatever was the ProduCl of his Imagination 
and Fancy, he gave it a fine Turn, and made it 
appear in the moft agreeable Colours, Whatever 
he treated of, whether it were -the moft abftrufe 
Queftions of DialeSi , the moft barren Parts of 
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natural Philofophy, or the moll perplexed in- 
tricate Cafes of the Law, whatever came within 
the Compafs of his Difcourfe, though never fo 
entangled, did Hill lhare of that Gaiety of Spirit, 
and of thofe Graces that were fo natural tp him. 
Never any one had the Talent of writing fo- 
judicioufly, and. fo agreeable at die fame time ; 
never any one yet had the Art of mixing fo 
much good Senfe, and fo much good Wit toge- 
ther. 

After all, the principal Perfe&ion of his 
Eloquence was his admirable Talent of affe&ing- 
the Heart upon pathetic Subjects, by that won- 
derful Art of moving the Paifions, the Ground' 
and Foundation of which he had from Nature,- 
and which he fo well improved by a conllant 
Study of jfri/lo tie’s Rhetorick. Cicero was. 
Mailer of this commanding Eloquence in fo 
eminent a Degree, that in Cafes of Importance,, 
when feveral Orators were to plead, he had al- 
ways thofe Parts afligned him in which he might 
be moll pathetical, becaufe he had greater Suc- 
cefs in ,that Kind than all others of his Pro- 
feflion. It was his fovereign Perfection to be 
moving, and to. make Impreffions upon the 
Minds of his Judges by the Turns of his Elo- 
quence. And in this he had that wonderful 
Succcfs, that fometimes he would force Sighs and 
T ears from all that Hood round the Bar. Thefe 
ftrange Effects proceeded from a Angular Art 
he had of working and infinuating himfelf into 
the Heart through the Mind, where by the Force 
of his Reafonings he was able to fow thoie Seeds, 
from whence thofe ardent Motions fprang which 
be made ufe of to (hake the Refolutions of all 
that heard him.. 

That 
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T HAT he arrived to this Height of Per feftion 
is principally owing to the Qualities of his na- 
tural Temper and Diipofition ; for he had a very 
tender Soul, and a foft paffionate Air. The 
Graces of his Delivery and Pronunciation gave 
him a very eafy Admittance into the Hearts of his 
Audience, who finding themfelves furprized by 
fo many Charms, had not the Power to make Re- 
finance. But to all thefe natural Beauties, he like- 
wife added an infinite Number of artificial ones, 
which he difplayed throughout his whole Difcourfe 
by an Eloquence embellifned with all the Figures 
and Ornaments of Speech. And yet his Meta- 
phors are neither too dazling, nor too hard ; his 
Pifcourfes run eafy and natural, neither forced 
nor far-fetched, his Figures are ranged and dif- 
poied in their proper Places. His Thoughts are 
great, and it is hard to determine whether he was 
more happy in chufing than exprefling them . 11 

It would be impoffible in this Defign to 
tranferibe the Opinions of all the Men of Learn- 
ing upon the Eloquence and Chara&er of this 
admirable Orator. Julius Co: far , as Quintilian 
relates, fays, that Cicero triumphed oftener by vir- 
tue of his Eloquence, than all the reft of the 
Romans by their Arms. Augujlus in Plutarch-, 
' declares he was a moil accompliihed Orator 
Hortenfius teftifies, that he was wonderfully 

Q ualified to move the Hearts of his Audience.. 

lis Eloquence, fays Aufidius. BaffiSy was fo ex- 
traordinary, that he feemed born for the Safety 
and Prefervation of the Commonwealth. Titus 
Liviusy in a Fragment of his which v/e find in 
Seneca's Declamations, fays, that never any Per-. 
(oil had gained fo much Admiration by his Elo-. 
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quence as Cicero , that he was happy in his Works, 
and in the Recompence and the Reward of them j 
Paterculus , that no one could be a Maftcr of Elo- 
quence in Perfedtion but he that had been con- 
verfant with Cicero j Pliny the Hiftorian, that no 
Mortal can be compared to him ; Quintilian , 
among many other Commendations of his with 
which his Books are full, declares, that this great 
Man was a Gift from Heaven, in whom Elo- 
quence took a Delight to difplay all its Power, and 
to unfold all its Riches, and that it was a Shame 
not to yield when he perfuaded. I mention not 
that famous Epigram which Catullus made • in 
praife of Cicero’s Eloquence, nor what Juvenal _ 
fays in commendation of him in his eighth Satire, 
Martial in the third and fifth Book of his Epi- 
grams, Cornelius Severus in his Poem, Pliny the 
younger in his Epiftles, St. Jerom in his Epiftles to 
Nepotian , and in many other Places of his Works. 

I fhall pais over in filence the Elogies of Aurelius 
Victor^ CaJJiodorus , and an infinite Number of 
others, who have done themfelves immortal Ho- 
nour by the Praifes they have beftowed upon this 
great and wonderful Man. 
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CORNELIUS NEPOS . 

fiORNE L JUS NEP OS has had the 
good fortune to pleafe the mod judicious 
■Critics of all Ages ; but in this is ftrangely un- 
happy; that having been fo induflrious in im- 
mortalizing other Meir, and having wrbte a par- 
ticular Volume of the Lives of Hiftorians, he 
himfelf has been almoft forgotten j and we have 
very little left us concerning him. To add to 
the Misfortune, his excellent Treatife of the Lives 
pf lllvjlrious Men, which is the only one left us 
of his numerous Writings, has by iome very ill 
Judges been attributed to an obfcure Perfon, one 
JEmiUus Probus , who lived in the barbarous Age 
of Tbeodofius. . „ 

H e flourifhed before and after Cafar’s D i via- 
tor fhip. Jerom places him in the fourth Year 
of Augujlus. He was born in Hoflilia, a Village 
depending upon Verona , whereof Pliny and Att- 
ionine in his Itinerary make mention ; and is at 
this Day fubjeft to the Ecclefiaftical Jurifdidtion 
of Verona. This City lies near the Po , upon 
which account Pliny calls our Author Padi Ac - 
tola. It is fituated likewife in that Part of Italy, 
which the Romans (for with us it is otherwiie) 
^called Is alia Tranjpadana , that part of Italy 

which 
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which is on the other fide the Po ; fo that Catul- 
, lus 9 in his Dedication of his excellent Poems to 
Cornelius Nepos , might very juftly call h impart 
Italian. But becaufe the fame Country was cal- 
led Gallia Togata , (or that Part of Gaul wherein 
Gowns were worn, in opposition to Gallia Brae - 
cata^ fo named from the Garments of the barba- 
rous Inhabitants) ; Aufonius , alluding to Catullus’s 
fore-mentioned Epigram, tells his Pacutus , That 
he had found a more learned and obliging Patron, 
than Gaul furnifhed Catullus with ; but thefe two 
Poets may be eafily reconciled, confidering that 
. the fame Place was, with different refpe&s, rec- 
koned Part both of Gaul and Italy. Now, that 
,Nepos was a Veronefe, was theconftant Opinion of 
that City, where, in the Senate-Houfe, his Statue 
was ereCted among thofe of the illuftrious Men 
born there. V trona has indeed produced as great 
Wits and as learned Men in all Faculties, as any 
;City, perhaps, in the World. Here were born 
.the two PlinySf Macer the Botanic Poet, Vitru- 
vius the Architect; and in later times that Prodigy 
of Wit and Learning Hieronymus Fracajlorius , 
.the beft Phyfician, Mathematician and Poet of his 
Age. ' 

As Nepos was horn in a Place famous for polite 
.Learning, *fo likewife in an Age when Wit and 
Elegance of Style were advanced to their utmoft 
Perfection ; in that Age which the Critics call the 
.Golden Age of Eloquence. Now, to be considera- 
ble in fuch a time as this, to be infinitely efteemed 
and carefled by the greateft Perfons in it, is an in- 
fallible Argument of the real Excellence of an 
Author. Gellius ftiles him Cicero’s Friend, and 
E ami liar y and there was a conltant Intercourfe 

of 
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•of Letters between them. Catullus , the moft ac- 
curate and delicate Epigrammatic that ever writ, 
dedicated his Poems to him. Suetonius , in his 
.Life of Julius Cafar , takes notice of a Letter 
.from Cicero to Nepos ; and Ladantius quotes an 
-Epiftle of Nepos to ’Tally : Nay, their Epiftolary 
-Commerce was fo great, that Macrobius makes 
.mention of the fecond Book of Epiftles from 
Sully to Nepos. His Intimacy with Atticus , is 
.evident from the Life of Atticus , annexed to his 
.Lives of excellent Generals ; for Atticus himfelf 
;was fo far from being one, that he never engaged 
■in the War either for Cecfar or Pompey , and yet 
had the good Fortune (which I believe very few 
of that Humour ever met with) to be honoured, 
efteemed and unmolefted, through the whole 
Courfe of his Life. 

He left many learned and curious Works be- 
hind him, which the Injury of Time hath de- 
prived us of ; and we have only juft enough left 
■us to fee the Greatnefs of our Lois in the reft. 
He was Author of a Book which he called his Chro- 
nicle, wherein (in three diftinct Volumes) he gave 
an Account of thofe three great Intervals of Time, 
which Hiftorians fo much talk of : The CAJcure 
and Uncertain , the Fabulous , and the Hijlorical 
Ages of the World. As to the firft and fecond, 
Tertullian informs us, that Nepos affirms, there 
never was any Saturn , but what was a Man; and 
AuJ'onius tells his Pupil the Emperor, that he fen t 
him Titianus’s Fables and Nepos’s Chronicles, 
which were not much unlike them. And Catul- 
lus , in his Preface to his Poems, tells us, that Ne- 
pos did Omne ALvum tribus explicare Chartis. 

Besides this great Work, he writ .tire Lives 

of 
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of illuftrious Men j of which twenty-two, which 
refpedt the Grecians and Barbarians , are tranfmit- 
ted to us j and likewife the Lives of the Roman 
Heroes (as is evident from his Life of Hannibal) 
and the Roman Kings. But what through the In- 
vafionof foreign Nations, and the Ignorance and 
Carelefnefs of fuperflitious Monks, who let them 
lie and rot unobferved in their Libraries, we have 
only their Titles from other Authors which have 
had the good Fortune to furvive. JEmilius Pro- 
bus hath, by fome Criticks, been fuppofed to be the 
Author of the Lives of Foreign Generals ; but it 
is a palpable Miftake, occafioned by an Epigram 
prefixed to fome ancient Manufcripts of this Au- 
thor ; wherein Probus commands his Book, if 
the Emperor Theodofius enquire after the Author, 
to tell him it is one Probus ; but then it follows, 
Corpore in hoc manus eji Genetricis Avique meique ; 
that is, his own Hand, his Mother’s and Grand- 
father’s were concerned in this Work: Whence 
it is clear, beyond Contradiction, that this Probus 
was only a Tranfcriber. Befides, what Man of 
common Learning and Senfe can perfuade him- 
felf, that this wretched Poet could be the Author 
of this moft delicate and judicious Piece of Hifto- 
ry ? The Cleannefs and Terfenefs of the Expref- 
fion undeniably prove, that the Author of this 
Book lived in the Age of Julius and Augujlus ; 
and befides all this, there are forty Places in the 
Lives themfelves, that prove Nepos was their Au- 
thor, and lived in the Age aforefaid ; for which, 
if you pleafe, confult Lambin. 

But "Nepos hath not been more abufed by aferib- 
ing his Works to other Men, than in making him 
the Author of fome Pieces wholly unworthy of 
Vol. II. I him. - • 
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him. The Book of eminent Romans is fal fe]jr 
afcribed to him } it is altogether Aurelius Viftor’s. 
Many things, I doubt not, were taken out of Ne- 
pos by Vi ft or. Nor was Dares Phrygius tran- 
llated from the Greek by Nepos. The Spuriouf- 
nefs of this Author is vifible to any one who has 
any Judgment in Learning. The Di&ion is not 
Augujlan , but of a much more modern Date. 
Nepos , in the Judgment of fomeMen, lived after 
the Nativity 5 but if it be confidered how celebra- 
ted he was for his Learning in the Days of Catul- 
lus , Cicero and Atticus , there will be no great rea- 
fon to fall in with this Opinion. 

CORNELIUS NEPOS lived in an Age 
that had the greateft Tafte of good Senfe of any, 
poflibly, fincc the Creation. Eloquence did not 
then confitt in the gaudy trimming of Metaphors, 
■or the forced Acutenefs of a fhort cut Period ; but 
good Senfe naturally and cleanly e>p refled, was 
the Language Augujlus and his Court incouraged. 
Our Author cannot indeed pretend to the Polite- 
nefs of Cicero , but yet he has nothing but what is 
■manly and ftrong; and there runs through his 
'Writings a genteel Vein offpeaking unaffectedly, 
Which declares him a Man removed above the Pe- 
dant or Plebeian. It mufl: be confeft, he is now 
and then rough in thePeriod, and negligent in the 
Expreflion, but the judicious Quintilian allows this 
to be fometimes a Beauty; and it is the Opinion of 
moft Critics, that if there be any Fault in Tally 
himfelf, it is that he is too fet and formal in his 
Style. There are fome Faces that are very exa£t 
in the Symmetry of their Parts and the Mixture of 
Colour, and yet they are not pleaftng ; while on 
the other hand -there are others in which Nature 
, . feems 
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feems to have made agreeable Miftakes. Eloquence 
is only the Beauty of Language, in which a too 
formal Obfervance of Exa&nefs is difguftful. 
There is as much Difference between the genteel - 
Practice of Rhetorick and the heavy Regularity 
that arifes 'purely from the Attendance upon its 
Rules, as there is between the genteel Addrefs of 
a Gentleman and the fulfome Compliment of a 
School-mafter. Such is the Style of Cornelius Ne~ 
posy which has fixed him in the favour of the beft 
Judges. 


Editions of CORN. NEPOS . 
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Parif. 1569. 4to. 
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Oxon. 1697. 8vo. 
Ad u/um ferenijf. Delphini edit us eft. 

Parifiis, 1 675. 410. 

Notis integris variorum & Com. Van Staveren. 

Lud. Bat. 1730. 8vo, 
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TITUS LIFIUS. 


■pOfterity has been left much in the dark, as to 
**- the Particulars of Livy’s Life ; whether he was 
of a ftudious Conftitution, and deftined to live 
retired in Silence and Obfcurity : certain it is we 
know very little of his Origin, his Employment, 
his Adventures or the Condition of his Life in 
general. Only thus much, that he was of Padua ; 
contrary to Sigonius’s Opinion, who would have 
him born near that Town called Apona , producing 
for this the pretended Teftimony of Martial in 
«ne of his Epigrams. It is plain too, he was of 
an honourable Family, fince it had the honour of 
fending out Confuls to the Roman Common- 
wealth. That he lived under the Empire of Au- 
gujlm \ that he dedicated fome Dialogues to him, 
upon the Queftions debated in thofe Times re- 
lating to Philofophy, whereby he got into that 
Emperor’s Acquaintance and good Opinion ; that 
he after wrote a Treatife of Eloquence to his Son, 
which Quintilian made great account of j that he 
began his Hiftory at Rome for the Convenience of 
fuch Memorials as were neceflary, which were re- 
corded in the Annals in the Capitol, and for the 
better diftinguifhing Truth from fabulous Tradi- 
tions, wherewith the Originals of the City of 
Rome abounded ; that he retired fome time after 

to 
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to Naples , to avoid Difturbance in his Study ; 
that he recited to Augujlus and Mecanas fome 
Parts of his Hiftory, whereby they were fenfibly 
affe&ed ; that Augujlus , upon the Efteem he con- 
ceived of him, made choice of him for a Tutofto 
form the Mind of his young Son Claudius , who 
was afterwards Emperor. 

After the Death of Augujlus he returned to 
Padua , where the Citizens received him with ex- 
traordinary Honours. Hfe died in the fourth Year of 
the Reign of 7 ‘iberius, and the very Day of the Ca- 
lends of January , which was the laft of Ovid’s 
Life, according to the Obfervation of Eufebius in 
his Chronicles. His abode at Rome , and the Fa- 
vour of Augujlus^ gave him opportunity of fur- 
nifhing himfelf with Knowledge .neceflary to his 
Defign. The Zeal for his Undertaking, which * 
- was great and extraordinary, no lefs than an Uni- 
verfal Hiftory of the Roman Empire, fo fixed him 
to his Clofet, and gave him fo little Difquiets for 
the Concernments of his Fortune, that his Life 
thereby became fomewhat obfcure j fince he was 
obliged to fequefter hhnfelf from a more publick 
Converfation, and live private, that he might 
give himfelf wholly up to the grand Work he had 
in hand. . He mult needs have had a Soul prodigi- 
oufly great, to form the Project of fo vaft and la- 
borious an Enterprize ; for whatever Genius a 
Man has, it is only a Greatnefs of Spirit can pro- 
duce thofe exalted and generous Sentiments that 
make the Beauty and Excellency of a noble 
Work. 

LIFT was certainly one of the worthieft Men 
of all Antiquity ; you would conclude from his 
Air of fpeaking, that he knew not what Vanity 

I 3 was, 
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was. He has not only never fpoken of himfelf* 
nor any thing that belongs to him in his Hiftory , 
but likewife we had been ignorant in what time he 
wrote, had it not been for a Word that by chance 
efcaped him, concerning the Temple of Janus> 
which was now fhut, fays he, by Augujlus y having 
been fo but once before fince the Reign of Numa. 
He began his Hiftory in a Strain of Modefty, 
which fcems to me fo admirable, that I cannot be- 
lieve a difcreeter Author ever appeared in the 
World. See the Scope of that Hiftory, which 
has been the moft abfolute Mafter-piece of Anti- 
quity, and the Admiration of all Ages : “ I am 

uncertain, whether the Hiftory J write of the 
“ Aftions of the Reman People fince the Founda- 

* “ tian of Rome , will be a Work worth any Con- 
“ fideration ; and though I were perfuaded of it* 

I durft not fay it, for it is a matter, The 

reft of the Exordium , which I offer not to copy, 
fince it is in the hands of all Men, is anfwerable 
to the Beginning, and is fufficient to ihew the 
Spirit of the Author. 

His Sincerity likewife. underwent the fevereft 

• Trial that poflibly could be without being corrup- 
ted. The Reputation he was in with Augujius^ 
and that Favour to which he had advanced him, 
were not Motives fufficient to hinder his fpeakirg 
honourably, not only of Romney ^ but alfo of CaJ- 
ftm and Brutus , the greateft Enemies of that Em- 
peror j honouring the Memory of the Conquered 
in the Face, as one may fay, of the Conqueror j 
and recommending to tne World, as honeft Men, 
the Murderers of Ctefar in the Prefence of Au~ 
gujlusy becaufe they were Lovers of their own 
Country. It is this which CremuUus Qnrdus thought 
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impoflible to be fufficiently praifed in Livy, as we 
are allured by Tacitus. Such was Livy for his mo- 
ral Accomplilhments, and what refpehls his Per- 
(on ; and it feems that fomething had been want- 
ing to the Glory, or rather the Good-fortune of a 
People that was Mafter of the World, had they 
failed of fo great a Man for their Hiftorian. It is 
that which doubtlefs occafioned that famous In- 
fcription found at Padua , in the Year One Thou- 
fand Four Hundred and Thirteen, in the Church 
of St. JuJlina . OJfa Titi Livii Patavini, om~ 
jtium Mortalium Judicio digni , ejtis prop e invifto 
% C alamo, invifii Populi Romani res gejlts confer i- 

berentur. 

The Roman Hi {lory, of Livy was publiflied 
when Augujlus was living, and is fuppofed to have 
employed the Hiftorian twenty Years or more, 
in making it compleat. The original Number of 
Books were an hundred and forty-two. There 
are only thirty-five left. The Epitomies of this 
Hiftory, from which we learn the Number of the 
original Books, are extant, except the Epitomy 
of the hundred and thirty-fixth and the hundred 
^nd thirty-feventh Book. It has been thought, 
thefe Epitomies have contributed much to theLofs 
of the Originals. Glareanus , and others, have 
divided the Originals into fourteen Decades ; that 
is, one hundred and forty Books. The firlt De- 
cade, fays Glareanus , treats of the Affairs of four 
hundred and fixty Years. The fecond Decade is 
loft: The Years of this Decade gre feventy-five. 
The third Decade contains the fecond Punic War 
under Hannibal, including eighteen Years. The 
fourth Decade contains the Macedonian War a- 
gainft Philip , and the Ajiatic War again ft An - 
I 4 tiochus j 
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tiochus ; which takes up the Space of about twen- 
ty-three Years. The firft five Books of the fifth 
Decade were found at JVorms, in the Year Four- 
teen Hundred and Thirty-one. Thefe are all the 
Books left of Livy s Hiftory. The thirty -third 
Book was found at Merit z, but defedfive in the 
Beginning; as appears from the Epitomy, and 
what follows in Livy. The five Books of the 
fifth Decade are very defective. Erafmus tells us, 
the Archetype was written in fuch a continued 
Series of Letters as the Ancients ufed to write in, 
that it required a learned, attentive and fkilful 
Perfon to Separate the Words from each other j 
and he obferves this half Decade is certainly Livys, ■ 
from the Didtion and Epitomies to which it ex- 
adtly anfwers. 

PETRUS CR IN ITUS will not allow Z/- 
vy$ Hiftory was divided by Livy into fo manyDf- 
cades.> fince nothing of this can be gathered from- 
• the Ancients. Pri/cian and other Grammarians 
in their Quotations of Livy , mention the Books, - 
but fay nothing of the Decades. Nor does the 
Number of the Books agree with the Divifion ; 
for fourteen Decades make but one hundred and 
forty Books, whereas Petrarch aflerts, Livy wrote 
one hundred and forty-two. Calius Rkodiginus y 
and other Men of- Learning, admit of the De- 
cades ; becaufe there is a Preface prefixed to every 
Decade. The third Decade is reckoned the moft 
excellent of all the Hiftory, which gives us an ac- 
count of a very long and fharp War, in which the 
Romans gained fo many Advantages that no Arms 
could afterwards withftand them. The firft Book 
of this Decade is taken almoft word for word from 
Polybius , and mentions many things in the Hiftory 
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of this War with Hannibal , which are fufpeiled 
as not mentioned by Polybius , who give us a bet- 
ter Account than Livy of the Roman military Af- 
fairs. In the firft Book of the Macedonian War 
he is much more exait than Livy , in fpecifying 
the Names of the Perfons who ailed ; in giving 
us a particular Account of the Siege of Abides j 
and in all the Series of this Hiftory ’tis evident; 
Livy has tranflated many Paflages word for word 
from Polybius. The Beginning of this Hiftory is 
too general. From the taking of Troy to the 
Building of Lavinium , are reckoned two Years j 
from the Building of Lavinium to Longa , thirty 
Years ; from Longa to Rome , four hundred Years; 
from the Building of Rome to the Confuls, two 
hundred and forty-four Years : So that from the 
Taking of Troy to the Beginning of the Confuls, 
which is the Subject of Livy's firft Book, are fix 
hundred and feventy-fix Years. Dionyfius Halt - 
carnajjeus has learned and accurately difcufled this 
Period in four Books. It was not therefore Livy't 
Defign to give us a particular Explication of the 
moft ancient Rotncm Tranfailions, which many 
Hiftorians had done long before, but rather to re- 
late what was tranfailed by the Romans a little be- 
fore the fecond Punic War, to his own Times 1 
and, left his Hiftory ftiould be incompleat in the 
Beginning, he very concifely treats of the Roman 
Aftairs in the firft twenty Books ; from the Foun- 
dation of Rome , to the fecond Punic War, Z)/o- 
nyfius , who purpofed to write the Antiquities of 
Rome , has omitted nothing he thought deferved a 
Relation : He has not only prefented us with the 
Fails, but their ftated Times j and what Livy has. 
comprehended in three Books, he has fcarce de- 
livered in eleven; As to Livy's Fails, which are 
I 5 , fufpeiled > 
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fiifpe&ed, it is thought they are taken from Fabius 
Fictor , an old Hiftoriographer. This Account in- 
cludes the moft material Circumftances that relate 
to the Hiftory of this noble Writer. 

Perhaps never Man came furnifhed with bet- 
ter Parts, or thofe more improved, to the Writ- 
ing of a Hiftory, than Livy. He was formed in 
a City at that time theEmprefs of the World, in 
which all the moft important Affairs of the Uni- 
verfe were decided, and in the politeft Reign that 
ever was ; having had fcarce any other School 
than the Court of Augujlus. There it was he 
learned the Language of the genteeleft Part of 
Mankind; and that lively, fine, fubtile and natu- 
ral Air then in fafhion ; that exquifite Tafte, that 
Purity and Nobleneft of Expreflxon, which wa$ - 
the Character of that Age, and of which there were 
To great Models in all iort of Writings, perfecting 
and polilhing himfelf upon them. T 'hence it was 
he took that Softnefs neceffary to pjeafe, and that 
Force which renders him moving ; wherein pecu- 
liarly confifts his effential Character. For never 
Man united all the Grace and Beauty with ail 
the Vehemence of Difcourfe, fo much as he ; fp 
much does the Sweetnefs of Beauty temper thp 
mafculine Force and Energy of what he fays, that 
there falls not any thing from his Pen too ftrong, 
but is lbftened with a Term more nice and de- 
licate. 

The Noblenels of Livy's Expreflxon ravifties a 
Man’s Soul into Extafy ; ’tis about two thaufand 
Years fince that Hiftorian wrote, yet he ftill com- 
mands a refpeCtful Attention from all Nations, by 
his awful and majeftick way of Speaking, which 
has been the Admiration of all Ages. To fpeak the 
Truth, nothing fatisfies my Mind fp well, as 
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bis admirable Choice of Words, always propor-t 
tioned to his Sentiments, and his excellent Man- 
ner of exprefiing his Sentiments, always con- 
formable to the Things he fpeaks of. In fhort,. 
he has hit the beft of any Man upon that fort 
of Style, which Cicero advifes to Hiftorians. ; and 
it is (fays Rapin) by that great Pattern that 
Buchanan , Mariana , Paulas /Emilias , Paulas 
Jovius (and all thofe that have outlived the 
Times they flouriftied in) have formed their Me- 
thod of writing Hiftory. £ ivy has a mo (l en- 
gaging way of telling a Story, which is his ad- 
mirable Skill of mixing little things with great 
ones; becaufe great Events by themfelves are 
tirdome and fatiguing, whereas fmall Adven- 
tures are pleafant, and unbend the Mind. Ac- 
cording to the fame Scheme he varies the Trans- 
actions he relates, makes fad Occurrences fuc- 
ceed thofe that are pleafant, and mixes vepy dif- 
creetly the Shining with the Dark, that he may 
keep up the Reader’s Attention by that agreeable? 
Variety. 

This Writer had a natural Felicity for all 
things fine and great, wherein he had a Palate 
extraordinary delicate. He had an admirable 
Genius for Eloquence in general, that is, for 
the Purity of Difcourfc, for a Finenefa of Speech* 
for the Dignity of Expreffion, and a certaip E- 
levation of Soul, that made him moft fortunate 
in his Imagination. He was, to complete thefe 
Qualifications, choice in his Words, juft in the 
Order of his Dicourfe, great in his Sentiments* 
lofty and proportionate in the Difpofition, and 
the univerfal (Economy of his Defign. • He 
was, in ftiart. Matter of all the Rhetorick of 
Hiftory ; for Hiftory has a peculiar Rhetorick 
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of its own f and this Rhetorick has its Rules. 
Quintilian fays, his Style is fweet and fluent, 
that is has a greater Tendency to Solidity, than 
Fj'afh and Luftre, and is moft pleafing to thofe 
who had rather be affedted, than dazled and a- 
mazed. His Air is great and noble in its Sim- 
plicity, and he has a Softnefs of Expreflion, ever 
fup ported with much Force and Majefty. His 
Difcourfe is animated in fo lively a manner, as 
fuffers nothing to droop or languifh. And the 
Turn, the Cadency, the Grace he gives to all 
he fays, the Juftnefs of his Words, the Clear- 
nefs of his Senfe, every thing he has is admira- 
ble. Perhaps there was never Hiftorian more 
engaging by the Talent he had of exprefling 
Nature to the Life, and giving her a different 
Face as became her feveral Conditions, painting 
her always in her proper Colours, making every 
Paflion fpeak its genuine Language, that it might 
have its full Effeft upon the Mind. Hence it is 
he is fo incomparable at painting the Manners, that 
his Portraitures are fo like, that he expreffes every 
thing in the Features that become it, never con- 
founding thofe Beauties which Nature has diftin- 
guifhed. * 

He eminently exceeds the reft of Hiftorians 
in the perfect Knowledge he has of all Deco- 
rums, which is a Science indifpenfably necef- 
fary to a Man that will write Hiftory, fince 
nothing carries a Face of Truth, but from art 
exadt Obfervation of what is agreeable to each 
Particular. See how he diftinguifhes the diffe- 
rent Ages of the Commonwealth, by the Diffe- 
rence of Spirit and Manners that reigned in it. 

It is by this Principle Hannibal and Scipio pre- 
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ferve their Characters fo well in this Au- 
thor, where nothing is touched in the fame 
Manner, or wrote in the fame Tenour. From 
hence it is that Rome could fpeak other ways 
under Kings and Tribunes, than in the Reigns 
of the laft Confuls and Emperors ; that every 
one in that Hiftory (lands marked in a diftin- 
guifhing Character. His Difcourfe has Authori- 

S f when it inftruCts, it has Sweetnefs and Con- 
efcenfion when it perfuades, Neatnefs when it 
relates, is Graceful and Elegant when it would 
pleafe; is Fervent, Moving and Pathetical, when 
it would affeCt : He is Moral and InftruClive 
where it is required, giving LefTons to the whole 
World, and at the fame time feeming to do no- 
thing lefs. 

The Length of his Period, which many are 
apt to reproach him with, is in my Judgment 
one of his greateft Advantages ; it is this only 
that makes him Majeftical ; for a long and am- 
ple Style never wants Majefty, when it is, like 
his, bore up with good Senfe, and in an exqui- 
lite Choice of Words. After all, the World has 
never been able to difcern his Method j he has; 
a fecret Art, couched under a feeming Plain- 
nefs and Simplicity, which makes him appear 
Natural throughout his Work. He is particular- 
ly fure to praCtife that Art, in that which feems 
to have its Dependance moft on Nature, care- 
fully (hunning all manner of AffeClation, and 
ftudying always to be fimple. It is by this (lately 
and familiar Way together, which is the moft 
ufual Ornament of his Difcourfe, that he ftrikes 
the Soul with thofe wonderful Impreffions, that 
he (hakes and agitates it as he pleafes, that his 

Sentiment* 
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Sentiments break in upon you through the Force 
of his Words (the Strength cf which he very 
well under flood) and that he always mores thole 
whom he is fpeaking to, by the natural Energy 
of his Exprelfion. This Quality renders him a$ 
vehement in his great Pailions, as foft and a-, 
greeable in the lels, giving the former a’ more 
active and lively Mien, and fmoothing over the 
latter with a gentle and tender Touch. Indeed 
the Genius he had for the Noblenefs of Expref- 
fion, and the Art he had to manage it fo dex-. 
troufly, and employ it upon occafion, accuftom’d 
him to raife himfelf upon any great Event. It 
was here he took a fort of Pride, to fet forth, as 
one may fay, and fhew the moll rare and con- 
cealed Riches of his Soul in their full Capacity., 
What Drafts, what Paiatings does he then give 
you, when the Greatnefs of his Theme at once, 
excites him, and furnifhes him with thofe admin 
rable Opportunities he knew how to make the 
beft of ? And it is in thofe. favourable and natu-r 
rally lofty Topicks, that he raifes and ennobles 
his Dil'courfe by thofe great Ideas, with which 
his excellent Genius for the fublime and maje- 
flick Style infpires him, which is his very Cha- 
rafter. It is, in fine, by the natural and proper 
Choice of Words, the moft in ufe, but the moll 
glittering and harmonious, which add a Luflre 
to all the other Beauties of Difcourfej he 
excites in the Mind of his Readers an Admira- 
tion mingled with Surprife, which is quite another 
thing than the Pleafure that arifes from Pcrfuafion 
only. 

The Encomiums bellowed upon Livy are 
almoft infinite and incredible j Ludovicus Vive * 

recom- 
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recommends this Chara&er of, him : Variety has 
not rendred Livy confufed, nor the Simplicity 
of his Hiftory naufeous ; in little and low Mat- 
ters which often happen, he is not without 
Blood, dry and jejune, and in Plenty and Great- 
nefs he is not turgid and vaft, being full with- 
out fwelling, equal and foft, on this lide Effe- 
minacy, neither luxurioufly flowing, nor hor- 
. ridly barren ; in plain things he is not unplea- 
fant nor languid, in foft things he does not rife 
in a violent and forced Oratory ; yet he is not 
fo copious as to be troublefome, nor lafeivious 
# in his Pleafantry, nor fo light as to be carelefs. 
He is not fo fevere as to be rude, nor fo Ample 
as to be naked, nor fo dreffed as to feem by an 
affected Compofltion to be curled with hot I- 
rons j his Words are equal to his Matter, and 
his Sentences to his Subjects; he is grave and 
magnificent in his Account of Actions, and yet 
fhort and proper ; in Narrations he is natural, and 
always circumfpedt, never confounding the Or- 
der, nor forerunning the Event ; he is no Seeker 
of Favour by Flattery, or fparing in his Repre- 
henfions in expectation of a Pardon, nor yet bit- 
ter to an Offence ; he never fpares the Senate, 
that great and venerable Moderator of the World, 
nor the Roman People, the Princefs of the Earth, 
if precipitated by Rafhnefs, or deceived by Error, 
or by any other Means, whenfoever they happen 
to tranfgrefs the Bounds of Moderation and 
Juftice. 

I (hall end with obferving that Livy had never 
travelled much, or been employed in military Af- 
fairs j yet what he might waqt in Experience, wa$ 

happily 
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happily fupplied by wonderful Parts and Eloquence, 
by fevere Study, and unwearied Endeavours after 
Knowledge and Information ; fo that he defcribes 
all the Countries, Towns, Seas, and Ports, whi- 
ther the Roman Legions and Navies came, with 
near the fame Accuracy and Perfe&ion (if poflible) 
which he could any Place in Italy, lays a Siege, 
'draws up an Army with Skill and Conduit fcarce 
inferior to Cafar himfelf. Was there as much 
Charm in the Converfation of this extraordinary 
Man, as there is in his Writings, the Gentle- 
man of Cales would not repent of his long Jour- 
ney, who came from thence only to fee Livy upon 
the Fame of his incomparable Eloquence, and 
other celebrated Abilities ; and we have reafon to 
believe he received Satisfaction, becaufe after he 
had feen Livy and converfed with him, he had no 
Curiofity to fee Rome, to which he was fo near, 
and which at that time was, for its Magnificence 
and Glory, one of the.greatefl Wonders of the 
whole Earth. Nor lefs was the Veneration paid 
to the Memory of this immortal Writer by At- 
phonfo King of Arragon , above two hundred Years 
fince. That Prince fent his Embaflador to the 
Citizens of Padua , and obtained a Bone of that 
Arm with which Livy had writ his Hiflory ; he 
caufed it to be removed to Naples with the greateft 
Marks of Honour, as the raoft ineftimabie Pre- 
fent ; and it is faid that he recovered his Health 
from a languifhing Indifpofition, by the Delight 
he took in reading that immortal Hiftory. 

But though Antiquity has ever paid fo great 
a Deference to the Merit of this Great Man, 
and recommended him to us as the perfeiteft 
and moft complete Model of all others : yet no- 
thing. 
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thing it Teems is To abfolute and accomplifhed, 
but Malice arid Ill-nature will diftinguifh as Mat- 
ter of Blame and Cenfure. In the Age wherein 
he lived, AJinius Pollio arraigned his Style, and 
called it Patavinity. What he meant by it has 
given Occafion for the Niceties and different Con- 
jectures of the Criticks. Pignorius conceives, it 
refpects only the Orthography of certain Words 
in which Livy ufed one Letter for another, after 
the Cuftom of his Country, writing Jibe and quafe, 
for fibi and quafi, which he proves by many an- 
tient Infcriptions : but the moft received Opinicn 
is, that this Roman Lord, being ufed to the De- 
licacy of the Language fpoken in the Court of 
Augujlus, could not bear with certain Provincial 
Idioms which Livy, as z- Paduan, ufed in many 
Places of his Hiftory. This was the Sentiment 
of Quintilian , who was too piercing a Wit him- 
felf, and too near a Neighbour of thofe Times, to 
be ignorant of the Meaning of this Charge, 
which he imputes only to a ruftical Accent in the 
Pronunciation. , 

He was blamed by Augujlus for favouring 
Pompey’s Party, and inclining to the Side of 
Liberty j and Caligula accufed him of Negli- 
gence on one fide, and an exceffive Redundancy 
of Words on the other, and commanded his 
Statues and Writings to be removed from all 
Libraries, where He knew they were curioufly 
preferved. But the capricious Humour of this 
Tyrant exerted itfelf with the fame Barbarity 
againft the Images and Works of Homer and 
Virgil. Domitian, another Monftcr and Prodigy 
of Nature, put to Death one Metius Pompoftanus, 
for the Delight he received by reading the Ora- 
tions 
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tions of Livy. Seneca , the Rhetorician accufes 
Livy of Envy and Prejudice when he gave Thu- 
cydides the Preference to Saluji. Quintilian 
obfcrves, that Livy begins his Hiftory with an 
Hexameter Verfe. Gregory the Great would 
not fuffer the Works of Livy to be laid up in any 
Chrijlian Library : indeed his Hiftory is full of 
Prodigies j fometimes an Ox fpeaks, then a 
Mule ingenders j Men, Women, Cocks and Hens 
change their Sex j it rains Showers of Flint-ftones, 
Flefti, Chalk, Blood and Milk. The Statues 
of the Gods are faid to fpeak, to fhed Tears, and 
iweat pure Blood. How many Apparitions and 
Phantoms do we find ? How many Armies 
ready to engage in the Air ? How many Lakes 
and Rivers of Blood ? Pope Gregory was per- 
fuaded that Livy intermixed thefe Prodigies in 
His Hiftory to authorize his Religion, when his 
Defign feems to have been no more than to di- 
vert the Reader with Variety, and to enliven 
the Flatnefs, and relieve the Melancholy of his 
Narrations. 

His Style is blamed for being too diffufivc, 
and by his continual Amplifications he wants' 
that Vigour and Strength which is admirable in 
Thucydides ; but this Fault may be eafily par- 
doned, confidering it is that Diffufenefs alone- 
that makes him ftately and majeftick. It muff 
be owned he is fometimes obfeure, and affects 
the Ufage of very ancient Latin Words, which 
are now obfolete, and he has peculiar Ways of 
fpeaking, unknown to other Authors, and only 
proper to himfelf. But it is probable he has been 
corrupted in many Places, whether by thofe who 
were the firft Copyers, or by the antient Editions, 

whether 
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whether by the Moderns, or by the falfe Conjec- 
tures of unfkilful Criticks, who pretending to cor- 
rect him where they have not underflood him, 
have quite fpoiled what they would have mended, 
fo that we are far from having Livy fuch as he 
was at firfl. 

He is charged with being not exaol enough 
in furnifhing himfelf with Inftru&ions, by diving 
into the Bottom of his Subject j that he only 
wrote from the Memoirs of the Conquerors, 
who had undoubtedly fupprefled what made for 
their Difadvantage. They add, that if Livy had 
been at the fame Expence to purchafe the Memo- 
rials of Carthage , as Thucydides to obtain thofe of 
Lacedeetnon , he had not expatiated fo largely upon 
the Dignity of the Roman People, he would 
doubtlefs have found fome Particulars where to 
have done more juflice to Hannibal and his Re-r 
publick than he did. 

The Revelation of Romulus after his Death, 
that Rome fhould become the Capital of the 
World, and all the Particulars of that Apparition 
feen by ProcvhtSy and which he; related to the 
People, hasfomething fo enthufiaflic jn it, that one 
Is amazed an Author of fo folid a Character fhould 
fuffer fuch a Story to pafs without giving it a 
a more plaufible Turn. The Adventure of Lu- 
cretia , as wondrous as it is, is not fo admirably 
put together, there is fomething wanting to its 
Probability, a Man knows not upon what 
Grounds fhe kills herfelf. If fhe has fuffered 
Violence, why does fhe punifh herfelf, fince fhe 
could not refill it ? Why would fhe not die before 
fhe was ravifhed ? Is it Modefty or Vanity, is it 
Wifdom or Defpair, is it Love of Virtue or 

Glory, 
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Glory, that makes her ftab herfelf ? All Things 
rightly confidered, one knows not what it is. 
The Audacioufnefs of Cleelia too is a little ex- 
travagant, and confidering the Make of the Ti- 
ber ^ was a Thing impradticable ; a Maid natu- 
rally timorous could never think of attempting 
fo dangerous a Paflage in a River whofe Brinks 
are almoft inacceflible. A few more Failings 
might be colledied out of the Writings of Livy , 
which fhew indeed that his Pen was mortal, and 
that nothing is more eflential to Man than to 
flip fometimes j but his many Excellencies, and 
the Greatnefs of his Merit remain ftill facred 
and inviolable. No Hiftorian could be happier 
in the Dignity of his Subjedi, and none was bet- 
ter qualified to adorn it j his Genius , was every 
way capable of the mighty Undertaking, and was 
equal and fully anfwerable to the Majefty of the 
Roman Empire. ' 
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VE LLEIU S 
PATERCULUS. 

T HOUGH this Writer in the two Books 
he compofed, pretended only to write an 
Epitome of the Roman Hiftory, from the Founda- 
tion of Rome to the Time wherein he lived, which 
as he fays himfelf, was in the Reign of Tiberius j 
yet he began his Account with Things more an- 
cient : for though the Beginning of his firft Book 
is loft, we neverthelefs find in the Remains of it 
the Antiquities of many Cities more ancient than 
Rome , the Originals whereof he difcovers before 
he defcribes the Foundation of that great Metro- 
polis. He was of an illuftrious Extraction, as 
appears by thofe of his Family, who had figna- 
lized themfelves in the Exercife of many of the 
grcateft Employments of the Roman Empire ; was 
a military Tribune when Caius Ctefar , a Grand- 
fon of Augujlus , had an Interview with the King 
of the Parthians in an Ifle of the Euphrates. He 
commanded the Cavalry in Germany under Tibe- 
rius y 
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rins , and accompanied that Prince nine Years 
fucceflively in all his Expeditions •, he received 
honourable Rewards from him, and was ad- 
vanced to the Praetorlhip. Having glorioufiy fuc- 
ceeded in the military Profeflion, he fays himfelf, 
that the Remembrance of the Countries he had 
.feen during the Time he commanded in the Ar- 
mies, and in his Voyages through the Provinces 
©f Thrace , Macedonia , Achaia , Aft a the lefs, 
and other more eafterly Regions, efpecially thofe 
upon the Shores of the Euxine Sea, furnifhed 
his Mind with moft agreeable Diverfions. Where- 
by one may judge, that if he had writ this Hi- 
ftory as intire and large as he fometimes pro- 
mifed, we Ihould have found many Things very 
confiderable in it, as reported by a Man who 
was fo eminent an Eye- witnefs, and had a Share in 
the Execution of the nobleft Part of them. In 
that little which is left, wherein he reprefents 
all compendioufly, divers Particulars are related 
that are no where elfe to be found ; which hap- 
pens either by the Silence of other Hiftorians in 
thofe Matters, or the ordinary Lofs of part of their 
Labour’s. 

The Style of Velleius Paterculus is very worthy 
of his Age, which was alfo the Time of pure 
Language. His greateft Excellence lies in dis- 
commending or praiftng thofe he fpeaks of which 
he does in the fofteft Terms, and moft delicate 
Expreflions that are feen in any other Hiftorian or 
Orator. But Ire is blamed, and perhaps with rea- 
son, for flattering too much the Party and Houfe 
of Augujlus , and making extravagant Elogies not 
only of Tiberius , but even of his Favourite 
Sejanus , whole Merit he celebrates as one of the 
' . . principal 


Digitized by Google 



V. PATERCULUS. 191 

principal and moft virtuous Perfons that the Ro- 
man Commonwealth has produced. But the like 
Fault may be found in many others who have writ 
the Hiftory of their own Times, tfrith a Defign 
to publifh it whilft they lived ; however, Lipjtus 
imagined, that thofe his exceflive Praifes of Seja- 
nus were the Caufe of his Fall, and the Ruin of 
the reft of that unhappy Favourite’s Friends, who 
were almoft all put to death upon his account j 
but yet this Opinion can pafs for nothing but a 
meer Conje&ure, fince it is no where eli’e to be 
feen. 

The Nature of his Epitome did not (it feems) 
admit of Orations, yet an oblique one is to be 
found in his fecond Book, in which he introduces 
the Son of Tigranes fpeaking to Pompey tq pro- 
cure his Favour. Paterculus ’ s Remark (fays 

Rapin) upon the Death of Pompey , bafely aflaflina-. 
ted by the Perfidioufnefs of King Ptolemy of Egypt , 
has fomewhat of Greatnefs in it, and well becomes 
that Place of the Story, which wanted fuch a 
Light and Grace : So various, lays he, was the 
Fortune of that Great Man, that he who but 
lately wanted Earth for the Extent of his Vidto- 
3 *ies, now wanted it for the Dimenfions of his 
Grave. The Thought is beautiful, but rather 
£00 much refined after the Manner of that Au- 
thor ; Paterculus , fays the fame Critick, to en- 
liven the melancholy Story of the Profcription 
•by the Triumviri, throws in a very pleafant Piece 
of Raillery, which he makes to be l'poken by the 
•Soldiers as they followed the triumphal Chariot 
of Lepidus and Plancus : Our two Confuls tri- 
umphed not over the Gauls , but over the Ger- 
atians, as having confented to the Banifhment of 

their 
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their neareji Relations. Such Strictures as thefe, 
as they are furprifing in themfelves, fo they are 
very fortunate in Hiftory, and' have a wonderful 
Effect in relieving the Spirit, and railing the At- 
tention. 

There is fomething very remarkable in the 
• Style of this Writer, which is, that among all the 
Figures of Oratory which he ufes, he employs 
the Epipbonema fo gracefully, that perhaps no one 
ever equalled him in that refpeCt. So that in all, 
or moll of the Events which he mentions, there 
are few that he does not conclude with one of 
thefe fententious Reflections, which Rhetoricians 
call by that Name. And befides, the Beauty -of 
that Figure when it is judicioufly employed, as 
he knew how to do it, there s is nothing inflruCls 
a Reader more ufefully than that fort of Corollary 
applied to the End of the chief ACtions of every 
Narration. Our Writer fhewed his ftrong In- 
clination to Eloquence in his InveClive againft 
Marc Anthony on the SubjeCt of his Profcrip- 
tion, and upon the Death of Cicero , whom he 
\vonderfully applauds in that Place, and in another 
of the fame Book, where he acknowledges that 
, without fuch a Perfon, Greece , though overcome 
in Arms, might have boafted to have been victo- 
rious in Wit. He had fo mighty an Efteem for 
this Orator, that he declares that excepting thofc 
whom Cicero faw, or by whom he was feen and 
heard, there was none among the Romans that 
deferved to be admired for their Eloquence, which . 
was a Faculty as to the excelling Part, as it were 
circumfcribed only within the Compals of Cicero s 
Life. , 

Besides 
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Besides the two Books of the abridged Hifto- 
ry of Velleius Paterculus , a Fragment has been 
produced, which is afcribed to him,' touching the 
Defeat of fome Roman Legions in the Country of 
the Grifons. It mentions a City called Cicera , arid 
takes notice, that of a Legion there engaged Ver- 
res alone efcaped, whom Cicero caufed afterwards 
to be condemned with Infamy, for having, during 
his ProeonfuHhip in Sicily, ufed fuch Extortions 
that almoft ruined that important Province. But 
moft learned Men, and Velferus with Vojfius among 
the reft, declaim againft this Piece, which they 
affirm to be counterfeit, as well by the Style, which 
feems to be of an Age much inferior to that of 
Paterculus, as by the Matter whereof it treats, 
wherein they find great Abfurdities. But laying 
afide the doubtful J udgment of Criticks, it is evi- 
dent in refpect of the true Phrafe of this Author, 
that excepting the Faults which proceed rather 
from his Tranfcribers than himfelf, and the Copies 
than the Original, we have nothing more pure 
in all the Latin Language than his Writings, nor 
more worthy of the l imes of Augujltes and Ti- 
berius. 

This W riter is allowed to be a clear and effi- 
cacious Explainer of ancient Hiftory. He is honeft 
and true, fays Aldus Minutius, till you come to 
the Cccfars , where he is not every where faithful ; 
for through Flattery he conceals and covers many 
Things, and plainly relates them otherwife than 
they were, yet he every where exprefies himfelf 
with a full and flowing Eloquence. Nothing, fays 
Lipftus , can flow with greater Purity and Sweet- 
nefs than his Style, he comprehends the Antiqui- 
ties of the Romans with fo much Brevity and Per- 
Vol. II. K fpicuity. 


Digitized by Google 



,194 Lives of the Roman Hiftorians. 

fpicuity, that (if he were extant intire) he would 
be without an Equal} he commends the illuftrious 
Perfons he names with a certain exalted Oratory, 
and becoming fo great a Man. His Style is pure, ' 
clear, elegant, and worthy of the heft Age of 
Roman Literature. But this Critick cenfures his ' 
Faults with great Freedom. Among the Anci- 
ents, fays he, Velleius Paterculus likewife raifes 
my Indignation. He reprefents JElius Sejanus en- 
dowed. with all good Qualities, and applauds him 
as upon a Theatre. The Impudence of this Hi- 
ftorian ! However, we know he was born and 
died for the Deftruction of Mankind. ” After ma- 
ny Commendations, he concludes, that Livia Au- 
gujla was a Woman that refembled the Gods more 
than Man. And then as to 'Tiberius , he thinks 
it a Crime to fpeak otherwife of him than of an 
immortal Jove. What fincere or honeft Mind 
can bear this ? On the other hand, how cunningly , 
doth he conceal every where the excellent Quali- 
ties of JCeefar Germamcus? Howflily does he ruin 
the Reputation of Agrippina , and others, whom 
Tiberius was thought to hate? In fhert, he is no- 
thing but a Court Proftitute. You will fay, per- 
haps, it was unfafe to fpeak the Truth in thofe 
Times; I own it: But if he durft not write the 
Truth, he ought not to have wrote Lyes. NoMan 
is called to an Account for Silence. 

It is fomewhat ftrange that a Work fo worthy 
to be carefully preferred, and of which Copies 
might be eafily made by reafon of its Brevity, 
Ihould be in danger of being loft. The nrft E- 
dition of this Author was publifhed by Rhenanus 
at BafU from the Manufcript of Morbac , in the 
Year 1520. It is obferved that no ancient Wri- 
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ter but Prifcian makes mention of Paterculus ; but ; 
the Moderns have done him infinitely more Juf- 
tlce, by publilhing him frequently with Notes and 
Commentaries. The Annales Velleiani of Mr. 
Dodwell y prefixed to the Oxford Edition, are a 
Piece of Learning which dii'covers a very great 
Knowledge of Antiquity. 


Editions of V EL. PATERCULUS . 

Ad ufutn ferenijf. Delphini editus ejl. 

Parif. 1675. 4 t0 * 

Notis Variorum id Ant. Thyfii. 

Ludg. Bat. 1 668. 8vo. 
Variis Lett ion. & Notis Tho. Hearne. 

Oxon, 1 71 1. 8vo. 
Notis Variorum (jf Petri Burmanni. 

Lugd. Bat. 1719. 8vo. 
Editio nitidijf. curd Ger, Voflii, ex Ojfcina Elz°- 
■viriana. Ludg. Bat. 1639. i2mo. 
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SUJjVTUS CURTIUS 
RUFUS. 


jfjLE ISLAND E JR. had no reafon to complain 
(as ,he once did) for not having, like Acbil- 
Iesy_ a Homer to celebrate his Actions, fince there 
was found among the Latins fo eminent an Hi- 
ftorian as Quintus Curtius to defcribe the Adven- 
tures of his Life. He was certainly, fays La Mothe , 
one of the greateft Authors they had, and the 
Excellency of his Style would feem to intimate 
that he was more ancient than Livy and Paterculus , 
and to make him pafs for him whom Cicero fpeaks 
of in one of his Epiftles, if the more common 
Opinion of thofe who have laboured .in the 
Search of his Age, did not place him in the Reign 
of Vefpafan, and fome to have lived in the Time 
of Trajan. As he lived to a great Age, he may 
well be the fame Perfon mentioned by Suetonius as 
a great Rhetorician, in the Reign of Tiberius » 
and Tacitus as a Praetor and Proconful of Africa 
■under that Emperor ; for there is not above two 
and thirty Years from the laft of Tiberius to the 
fir ft of yefpafian ; and what the younger Pliny 
reports of a Phantafm which appeared in Africa to 
one Curtius Rufus , can be underftood of no other 
than him that was mentioned by Tacitus as afore- 
faid. 


But 


Digitized by Googl 


/ 


^ C V R <r I V S.- 197 

But it is of little moment to reconcile the Di~ 
verfity of Opinions upon this Subject, which are 
collected together by V ojjius ; perhaps he was a 
Son only of thofe whom Cicero or Suetonius men- 
tions, and may have nothing in common with any 
of the other that we have named, efpecially con- 
fidering that neither Quintilian., nor any of the 
Ancients have faid the leaft Word of him, or his 
Hiftory, which is very ftrange : For how Quin- 
• tilian , who omitted not to mention all the con- 
siderable Hiftorians then extant, in the tenth Book 
of his Inftitutions, writ in Domitiaris Reign, 
could forget him, is not to be anfwered, without 
prefuppofing that the Works of Quintus Curtiusi 
were not at that time publifhed. 

The common Impreffions of this Author con- 
fcfs that his two firft Books, and the End of the 
fifth, are loft, as alfo the Beginning of the fixth ^ 
and in fome few Places of the laft, which is the 
tenth, there appears a manifeft DefeCt. The two 
fir ft Books were fupplied by Chrijlopher Bruno , 
which he did out of what Arrian , Diodorus ,. 
Jujlin, and fome others had related upon the fame 
SubjeCt. The Character of this Writer is highly 
applauded by the moft eminent Judges of Hiftory, 
though not wholly exempt from Imperfections, 
Both Arrian and Quintus Curtius are florid Wri- 
ters (fays Colerus ;) but Curtius is the brighter,, 
and iweeter than Honey itfelf; he does rather 
weary than fatiate his Reader, he abounds with 
direct and oblique Sentences by which the Life of 
Man is ftrangely illuftrated. Lipfius agrees in 
the fame Judgment: He is, fays he, in my Opi- 
nion, an honeft and true Hiftorian, if any fuch 
there have been ; there is a ftrange Felicity in his' 
K 3 Style,.. 
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Style, -and a Pleafantnefs in his Relations he is 
contracted and fluent, fubtle and clear, carelefs 
and yet accurate, true in his Judgment, fearching' 
in his Sentences, and in his Orations eloquent a- 
bove what I can exprefs. But Father Rapin gives 
the fulleft Account of this Writer, which I {hall 
tranflate at large. 

QUINTUS CURT1US , fays that Critick, 
is fhining and florid, nothing can be more polite ; 
he affects a Gaiety in his Expreflions, which ex- 
tremely pleafes the Men of Wit. Every thing 
ought to be grounded upon Reafon, therefore this 
Hiitorian is not always in the right. When he 
endeavours to make his Hero fo admirable, he 
does not make him take the wifeft Refolutions, 
but on the contrary the moft heroic and perilous. 
He always finds a Charm in Danger, and cares 
not fo much for Conqueits as the Honour of con- 
quering. He *has handled a noble Theme with 
too florid and gay an Air, in Terms too exqui- 
iite and far-fetched, and too ftudied Figures. 
In fome Places he fports a little with his Sub- 
ject, forgetting the Importance was fuch as re- 
quired more Gravity. It is in the Power of his 
Hero to furprize Darius in the Night, and by 
that means keep him from knowing how weak he 
was, Derm having double the Number of Men j 
but this great Man, who is lefs folicitous for get- 
ting a Vrdtory than making his Valour to be ad- 
mired, attacks the King of Perfia in the broad 
Day, being refolved rather to die with Honour, 
than conquer by a Surprife. Darius , after his 
Defeat, offers to divide Afia with him, and pro- 
pofes a Match between him and his Daughter, 
but Alexander rather chufes to arrive at Glory 
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through Dangers, than become a Mafter fo 
peaceably, he will hear of none of thefe Propofals, 
and aims at nothing but what is wonderful. His 
Hi dorian, I confefs, does him a great deal* of 
Honour, but does not all this great Honour want 
a little Probability ? Does he not make his Hero 
more ra(h than wife ? and more adventurous than 
ambitious ? He thought* thofe Sentiments more 
noble, no doubt, but on the other fide he has 
drained them too far, and has given us reafon to 
quedion whether he has left us a Romance, or a 
Hidory. Quintus Curtius might well have fpared 
to have made Alexander fo infamous as he does in. 
fome Places. There are fome Perfons of that E- 
minence as to have a ri^ht to Privileges, whom 
we ought to treat with Civility and RefpeCt ; we 
may indeed relate their perfonal Faults, but we 
mud never offend their Dignity, or debafe their 
Greatnefs. This Hidorian, however, deferves 
to be commended for his Sincerity, for he fpeaks 
the good and the bad of his Hero, without the 
lead Prepod’eflion to his Merit. If any Fault is 
to be found with his Hidory, it is for being too 
polite j but neverthelefs he has excelled in a plea- 
lant and natural Way of deferibing the Manners 
of Mankind. 

ANTON IU S PANORMITANUS , and 
feveral others, obferve a memorable Occurrence 
concerning this Hidorian, in reference to Alphonfo 
that wife King of Arragon , who finding himfelf 
opprefled with an Indifpofition, from which all 
the Remedies of his Pnyficians could not deliver 
him, applied himfelf for Diverfion to the Reading 
of Quintus Curtius ; which he did with fo much 
Satisfaction and Succels, that he became cured 
K 4 of 
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of his Infirmity, and protefted to all about him, 
that neither Hippocrates nor Avicenna (hould ever 
be of' equal Confideration to him with that Hi- 
ftory. 

But notwithftanding the Applaufe that gene- 
rally attends the Character of this Hiftorian, he is 
not to be difmifl’ed without taking notice of fome 
of his Imperfections. Though he muff be al- 
lowed to be very neat ana florid in his Style, which 
is declamatory, this Humour of declaiming has 
led him into many Errors. His Narrations want 
that Simplicity which is eflential to Hiftory, and 
are purfued in fuch elegant Terms and Heat of E- 
locution, as makes it evident he ftudied the Art 
of Rhetorick more than Hiftory. This Affecta- 
tion of Eloquence frequently makes him frigid, 
and ever fententious. He is juftly condemned 
for his abfurd Hyperboles, and incredible Narra- 
tions. Who can imagine an hundred thouCnd 
Foot and ten thoufand Horfe were cut oft’ with 
the Lofs of no more than an hundred and fifty 
Horfe and thirty -two Foot, and that in an obfti- 
nate Fight, wherein Darius’ s Guards are repre- 
fented as dying an honourable and brave Death in 
Defence of their King ? 

The Defcription of the River Ganges in India x 
with its Inhabitants, offends againft the Unity of 
Hiftory, and is too great a Digrefiion. His Cha- 
racters are imperfeCt, and often inconfiftent. What 
we have of the Perfons who aCt, except of the He- 
ro and Parmenioy is little more than a Judgment 
* on fome particular FaCts. Darius is deferibed as 
impatient of the Truth, juft before Chariclemus is 
hurried away to capital runifhment ; and as his. 
Death is purely the Effect of Darius’s Cruelty and 
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Pride, the Chara&er the Hiftorian gives him of 
Clemency and San£tity is altogether inconfiftent. 
The Attempt on Alexander's Life, by way of 
Afiaflination and Bribery is another Inftance of 
Darius' s Inhumanity. Curtius makes Parmenie 
fuperiour to his Hero : “ Parmenio a<5ted many 

“ things without the King, but the King nothing 
w of moment without Parmenio." 

Notwithstanding his Orations are har- 
monious, and full of elegant Allufions, Illuftra- 
tions and Comparifons ; yet they are too fenten- 
tious, and fometimes ill adapted to the Perfons. 
The Oration of the Scythians to Alexander is a 
handfome Invc&ive againft Covetoufnefs and- 
Ambition ; but has no Verifimilitude as it ftands 
in that Hiftory. Had thefe Scythians been Lords 
of the Univerfe, they could not have exprefled 
themfelves in higher Terms and with greater Con- 
fidence i and yet they were fubdued at the firft 
Afiault, though they had many Advantages on 
their fide. He is condemned in the Ars Critica 
of Le Clerc , for Ignorance in Aftronomy and 
Geography, and Neglect in Chronology. He 
has lituated the Oracle of Jupiter Hammon in a . 
wonderful temperate Climate, though it lies in 
the Inner Lybia about twenty Degrees- of North- 
Latitude. He has put Arabia Felix for Arabia ■ 
Deferta , and placed it on the left hand, when it 
(hould be on the right. And a little after he- 
makes Tigris and Euphrates run through Media 
where they never come } which is alfo the Error? 
of Diodorus Siculus. He confounds Mount Cau- 
cafus with Taurus', and makes the Cafpian and-. 
HircarAan two Seas, with many Errors of the- 
fame Nature.. However this Writer, is certainly 
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preferable to all other Hiftorians, for the Ufe of 
Schools : His Acutenels and Vehemency make the 
deepeft Impreflions on tire Minds of Youth. 
There is a mufical Flow in the Number of his 
Profe. His Periods taken together are wonder- 
fully fweet, and his Sentiments very inftru&ive. 
Nothing out-does him in that kind of Eloquence 
Children fhould have a tafte of in their firft Comr- 
pofitions. 


Editions of CURTIUSa 
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TITUS PETRONIUS 
ARBITER. 

(TITUS P ETRONIUS was a Roman 
Knight, of the Family of the Petrontus’s ; 
which derived its Original from the Sabines , and 
gave fo many illuftrious Men to the Service of 
the Republic. There’s no queftion but he was 
brought up with all the Care they then employed 
at Rome in the Education of young Perfons of 
Quality ; for at that time the Romans were very 
induftrious in cultivating the Minds of their Youth, 
and even feemed to emulate the Severity of the 
Greeks. 

What he chiefly applied himfelf to was polite • 
Literature j and that he particularly endeavoured 
a Juftnefs of Tafte is evident, fince we find it in 
its utmoft Perfection in his Writings. 

After, the Completion of his firft Studies, he 
made his Appearance at the Court of Claudius ; 
but his Affiduity there was no Hinderance to his 
principal Defign, of perfecting himfelf in the 
Sciences j and therefore he employed his leifure 
Hours in making Declamations,, which was the 
Cuftom of thofe Times, in order to exercife and 
enable their young Gentlemen of the firft Qua- 
lity to fpeak in publick ; for which purpofe they 
had feveral Schools, and by this fuccefsful Method 
furnifhed themfelves with fo many famous Orators, 
K 6 both 
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both in their Senate and Armies, to the great Ad- 
vantage of the Republick. 

The Court of Claudius was then the very 
Seat of Pleafure, through the Care and Encou- 
ragement of the Emprefs Mejfalina , who had an 
entire Afcendant over the Mind of the Emperor ; 
for he being a weak Prince, complied with every 
thing, provided they indulged him at Table, for 
he pafiionately loved good Eating, and Wine to 
Excefs. The Courtiers alfo followed the Ex- 
amples of their Prince, and Debauchery was no 
lei's familiar to them. Petronius commencing 
Courtier under a Reign where the Mode of 
laving was fo agreeable to his own Temper, he 
alio became mfennbly voluptuous j though it muff 
be remarked, that he never delighted in the 
brutal Pleafures of Love like MeJJ'alina , nor in 
thofeof the Table even to Gluttony with Clau-. 
dius } but only in a delicate and grand manner 
took a Relifh of both* rather to gratify his 
Curioflty than his Senfes. Thus he employed a. 
Part of the Day in Sleep, and dedicated the 
whole Night to Pleafure and Bufinefs, his Houfe 
was the Refort of all the polite People in Rome 
his Life agreeably fpent amongft their Vifits, and 
as others make themfelves famous by Intrigues, 
Petronius gained a Reputation by a graceful In- 
dolence, and a. Behaviour which was as eafy, dif- 
engaged and natural, as his ordinary Difcourfe. 
One may therefore reprefent him as continually- 
employed, either in witty Conversions, the e- 
Jegant Delights of the Table, or at publick 
Shows or Qiverfions and in fliort, as fpending 
his Revenue not like a Prodigal or Debauchee, 
but like a. delicate and learned Artift in the 
Science of Pleafure. ... . . . 

P ETRQ- 
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P E T R 0 N ITJ S having parted his Youth in 
a Lite of fo much Softnefs and Tranquillity, was- 
refolved to convince thofe who might doubt of 
the Extent of his Capacity, that it was capable 
of the higheft Employments; wherefore he put 
an Interval to his Pleafures, and accepting the 
Proconfulfhip of BitJjynia , went into that Pro- 
vince, where he difeharged the Duties of his- 
Office with great Applaufe. After which, as he- 
was on his Return to Rome , Nero who had fuc- 
eeeded Claudius, made him Conful. The Term 
of his Confulafe being expired, he refumed with- 
out quitting the Court his former way of Life,, 
and foon became one of the Emperor’s Confi- 
dents, who could do nothing agreeable, but what 
was approved bv Petronius ; and this Authority 
which he poffe&ed of being Umpire in every 
thing, gave him the Name of Arbiter , as one that 
was fovereign Judge. 

N E R Oy. in the firft Years of his Reign, be- 
haved like a wife Prince ; and fo ' long as he kept 
within the Bounds of Moderation, Petronius a&ed 
chearfully under him as Intendant of his Plea- 
fures, ordering him Shows, Games, Comedies,. 
Mufick, Feafts, Parties of Pleafure in the Coun- 
try, delightful Gardens, charming Ladies ; and. 
in ftiort, all that could contribute to make a. 
Prince pafs his Life agreeable. 

But the Emperor giving way to his natural 
Difpofition, at length changed his Condudl, not 
only in regard to the Government of the Em- 
pire, but alfo to that of his own Perfon. He 
liftened to other Counfels than thofe of Petronius ,, 
and engaging himfelf infenfibly in Debauchery, 
gave the entire Reins to Iris Paffions, and became 
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as' wicked a- Prince as he had before appeared 
mild and equitable. 

NERO was a Scholar, &nd had given fuffi- 
cient Proofs of it from his Youth ; for at fif- 
teen Years of Age he pleaded in the Senate in 
his own Language for the Boulonnois , and in 
Greek for the Rhodians ; but his Learning was 
confufed, and very much embarafled. He was 
alfo a Lover of Men of Wit, and had feveral 
Flatterers about him, who, following the Cor- 
ruption of the Court, treated Seneca as a Pedant, 
nor could endure his preaching Virtue and Mo- 
rality to them ; becaufe they were perfuaded, he 
himfelf was far from living the Life of a Philo- 
fbpher in thofe Particulars. This frequent Ridi- 
cule infinuated into the Emperor’s Mind, and ex- 
pofcd him to Contempt, which added to his own 
Knowledge of the unjuft Ways by which he had 
amafled the immenfe Riches he poftefled j from 
Contempt he pafled to Hatred, and that Hatred 
was at laft the Deftru&ion of Seneca. 

Mean tim e Petronius faw with Regret, that 
the Emperor began to fhun him j that he often 
broke out, and following his own corrupt Incli- 
nations, tranfgreffed the Bounds even of De- 
bauchery itfelfj that he had entirely loft the 
Senfe of what he owed to his Dignity, would 
run through the Streets and Places of ill Repute* 
outrage all he met, turn Robber, and offer 
Violence to Roman 'Ladies of the fir ft Quality. 
The diftinguifhed Favour of Petronius had drawu 
upon him the Envy of all thofe, who were e- 
mulous as well as himfelf, of the good Graces of * 
their Prince; and amongft others,, that of 77- 
gellinus , Captain of the Guard,, who was a dan- 
gerous 
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gerous Rival. This Man, from an obfcure 
Birth and corrupt Morals, had in a fhort time 
acquired a furprifing Afcendant over the Mind 
of the Emperor ; and, as he perfectly knew his 
Foible, began ferioufly to contrive the Ruin of 
his Competitor, and that by fuch means as were 
thought to threaten the Deftrudtion of the Em- 
pire*- . 

The delicate Pleafures of Petronins were con- 
tinual Upbraidings to the grofs Debaucheries of 
Tigellinus ; who, forefeeing that Petronius's Cre- 
dit would always be an Obftacle to his Defigns,. 
refolved to make himfelf entire Mafter of his 
Prince’s Heart ; and, as their Inclinations were 
almoft the fame, he foon engaged him in the 
fouleft Brutalities. It is certain, he met with 
little Difficulty in the Attempt ; for finding a 
Nature, wholly difpofed, he drew the Emperor 
without Trouble into Pleafures, which were 
neither in the Tafte, nor by the Advice of Pe- 
tronius ; and thus they completely depraved him 
to fecure him from his Rival j for Nero, who, 
was already a Parricide by the Murder of his 
Mother, no fooner gave ear to Tigellinus, but 
he fignalized his Tyranny by the Deaths of Sylla 
and Rubellius Plautus, both Perfons dreaded by 
them for their Virtue,, and the Favour they were 
in with the People. After which. Fury and Bru- 
tality made themfelves Miftrefles of his Heart 
to fuch an Excels, that the. moft enormous Crimes 
were openly perpetrated by him. When the 
Emperor was. thus confirmed in his Diforders, 
the old Favourite found himfelf almoft without 
Employment near his Prince, and Nero himfelf 
was not able to endure fo nice a Witnefs of his 
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Infamies, and no longer gave him that free En- 
trance into his Pleafures, which he formerly en- 
joyed. 

T I G E L L I NU S taking hrs Advantage of 
thefe Difpofitions,. omitted nothing that might 
gratify the Defires of his Prince, by the magni- 
ficent Feafts he provided y and as his Rival, ac- 
cording to Tacitus , much furpafled him in the- 
Science of Pleafures, one may conclude without 
fear of being deceived, that thole which Petro- 
nius ordered were of a different Nature, and 
guilty of none of thofe Excelfes that were feen 
in one of their Feafts, which that Hiftorian re- 
lates as an Example of all the reft, and defcribes 
in this manner. They prepared a ftately Feaft 
on the Lake of jfgrippa, in a Velfel covered 
with Plates of Gold and Ivory : The Rowers, 
were placed in their Ranks, which they took ac- 
cording to their Age and Experience in Debau- 
chery. The Ends of the Earth were drained 
fbr the rareft Eatables.. The Lake was bordered 
with Portico’s, in which were great Numbers- 
of Chambers filled on one fide with Women 
of Quality who proftituted themfelves to the 
firft Comers, and on - the other with naked: 
Courtezans in a thoufand lafcivious Poftures 
At Night appeared furprifing Ruminations in-, 
every Quarter, and the W oods and Palaces round 
about echoed with Concerts of mufical Inftru— 
ments, and Songs adapted to the Feaft. In: 
fhort, to conclude this grand Debauch in a me- 
morable Action, Nero was married a little after 
to one of the moft abandoned Wretches of her 
Sex, named Pythagora , and that publickly with; 
all the accuftomed Ceremonies,. They put upon; 
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the Emperor’s Head the Efpoufed’s Veil, ferrt 
him two Aufpices, affigned him the Marriage- 
Portion, adorned the nuptial Bed, lighted Wed- 
ding Torches ; and, to conclude, the Bride ad- 
mitted that to be feen of all the Company 
which the Shades of Night conceal in the mod; 
lawful Pleafurcs. 

PETRONIUS , difgufted at thefe Scenes 
of Licentioufnefs, infenlibly withdrew himfelf 
from Court, and being of a mild and unenter- 
prizing Nature, ftiflered Things to run on in 
the Train they had taken, without attempting to 
re-eftablifh them in the Condition he left them, 

I imagine, it was about that time that he vented 
his Uneafinefs in his Satire, which is fo lively a 
Reprefentation of the Character and Humour of 
Nero ; and under the Names of Debauchees and 
lewd Women, decries all the Vices of that Prince 
and his Courtiers. 

Whilst Petrouius thus lived in a retiredTran- 
quillity, Tigellinus laboured with all his Power to 
deftroy him, that he might for ever take from the 
Rival he had removed, the Poflibility of re-entring 
into Favour j and as he knew that Cruelty was 
the predominant Inclination of his Prince, he, 
infinuated to him that Petrcnias was too much the 
Friend of Scevinus, not to be dipped in Pifo’s 
Confpiracy j and to fupport his Impofture, caufed 
him to be prefent at the Examination of one of 
Petronius’s Slaves, whom he had fuborned to 
fwear againft his Mailer. After which, to de- 
prive him of all means of juftifying himfelf, v 
they clapped the greateft part of his Domelticks 
into Prifon. 
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NERO was very glad of the Opportunity 
of lofing a Man, who was become painful to 
him ; therefore he lent a favourable Ear to the 
Accufation againft Petronius , who was foon after 
arrefted by his Orders at Cutna , upon a Journey 
which the Emperor took to that Place, and into 
Campania. But it required fome time to de- 
liberate, whether they Ihould put a Pcrfon of his 
Confideration to Death, without more evident 
Proofs of the Crimes laid to his Charge. He took 
fo great a Difguft to living under the Dominion 
of fo detcffable a Prince, that he refolved to die. 
However, that he might not give himfelf a. preci- 
pitate Death, he caufed his Veins to be opened 
and afterwards clofed again, that he might enjoy, 
the Converfation of his Friends, who came to 
fee him in' his lad: Moments ; and whom he de- 
fired to entertain him, not with Difcourfes on 
the Immortality of the Soul, nor thofe cele- 
brated Adlions invented by the Pride of Philofo- 
phers to amufe the World with a vain Opinion 
of their Conftancy, but with agreeable Tales and- 
Poetic Gallantries. 

As Petronius had an utter Abhorrence to Peo- 
ple of Nero’s and Tigellinus’s Character, he would 
not imitate the mean Spirit of thofe, who dying 
in thefe wretched Times by the Orders, of that 
Prince, yet made him their Heir j and Huffed 
their Teftaments full of Elogies on the Tyrant 
and his Favourite. On the contrary, being pcf- 
fcffed of a Goblet of precious Stones, which had 
eoft him above two thoufand Piftoles, and out of 
which he commonly drank, he broke it to pieces, 
that Nero, who he knew would feize it after his 
Death, might not have the Plcafurc of ufmg it 

at 
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at his Table. After this he thought proper, as 
his only Prefent, to lend him his Satire,- wrote 
on purpofe againft him ; but having fealed it up, 
tore off the Seal again, for fear when he was 
dead it might be made ufe of as an Inftrument 
to deftroy thofe in whofe Hands it fhould be 
found. 

NERO was exceedingly enraged, to fee Pe- 
tronius fo well acquainted with Infamies he- 
thought he had hid from him ; and after level- 
ling his Sufpicion at all that could poffibly be- 
tray him, he at laft fixed on the Wife of a Sena- 
tor named SiSa, who, becaufe {he was an in- 
timate Friend of Pctronius , he imagined out of 
a particular Refentment fhe might hazard a 
Difcovery of what would have been more for 
her Honour to conceal ; and upon this Jealoufy- 
fhe was ferit into Banilhment. It was in the- 
Year of the Foundation of Rome 819, under the- 
Confulihips of Caius Suetonius Paulinus and Lu- 
cius Pontius Teleftnusy that City was deprived of 
fo great a Perfon. 

P ET RON IUS, fays St. Evremont^ is to- 
be admired throughout for the Purity of his Style,, 
and the Delicacy of his Sentiments ; but that 
which more furprizes, is his great Eafinefs in giv- 
ing ingenuoufly all Sorts of Characters. Terence 
is perhaps the only Author of Antiquity, that 
enters belt into the Nature of Perfons ; but ffill 
he has this Fault, that he has too little Variety : 
His whole Talent being confined in making Ser- 
vants and old Men, a covetous Father and a de- 
bauched Son, a Slave and an Intriguer, to fpeak 
properly according to their feveral Characters : 
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So far, and no farther, the Capacity of Terence 
reaches. You mult not expeCt from him ei- 
ther Gallantry or Paffion, either Thoughts or 
the Difcourfe of a Gentleman. Petroniusy who 
had an univerfal Wit, hits upon the Genius of 
all Profeffions, and adapts himfelf, as he pleafes, 
to a thoufand different Natures. If he introduces 
a Declaimer, he affumes his Air and his Stele 
fo well, that one would fay he had ufed to de- 
claim ail his Life. There is no Nature, no Tem- 
per, no Profeffion which he does not admirably 
purfue the Genius of ; he is a Poet, he is an O- 
rator, he is a Philofopher, or any thing elfe as 
he fees fit. Upon every Subject that offers itfelf, 
it is impoffible to think more nicely, or to fpeak • 
with more Purity. In his Narrations, he fome- 
times copies after plain unaffected Nature, and 
contents himfelf with the Graces of Simplicity f 
fometimes he gives his Work the finifhir.g Strokes, 
and then nothing is fo polifhed. Catullus and 
Martial treat of the fame Things in a grofs 
manner ; and if any one could find the Secret 
in wrapping up what is obfeene in a Language 
like his, I dare anfwer for the Ladies that they 
would praife him for his Difcretion. 

There is not,, fays Lipftusy among all the 
Poets a more beautiful and agreeable Piece 
than the Satyricon of Petronius-y yet though he- 
is efteemed the moft elegant and polite Writer 
of the Age he lived in, yet his Style fell fome- 
what fhort of the Delicacy of his Judgment; 
for herein he feemed too affected, and too ela- 
borate *, his Style degenerating from that natural 
and venerable Simplicity which belonged to. 
the happy Age of Augujlus . He was certainly 

one 
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«ne of the moft judicious Authors of the Latin 
Tongue, and gave many admirable Rules for 
the Beauties and Struct ure of an Epic Poem. 
He was difgufted at the Style of Seneca and Lu- 
can , which to him feemed aftedted, and con- 
trary to the Principles of Arijlotle. ’Tis at them 
he levels with thofe Glances that flip from him 
ngainft the Poetafters and falfe Declamators ; 
yet he could not come up to his own Rules, nor 
fall into that eafy and natural Way which he • 
prefcribes to others ; for he gave the beft Ad- 
vice in the World againft Affedlation, which he 
never obferved himfelf ; for he commends even 
to the Simplicity of Style, whereas his own is 
not always natural. To fay the truth, fays 
Rapm, his Precepts for Poetry are all taken from 
Ariftotle\ who is the only Source whence good 
Senfe is to be drawn, when one goes about to 
write. 

If Petroniu s intended to expofe the Luxury 
and Debauchery of Nero's Court, it is ftrange he 
fhould chufe to do it in the manner he does ; for 
it is notorious that he fpeaks of the moft: infamous 
Adis of Lewdnefs with too great a Guft to be 
thought a Reformer. I fhould rather imagine that 
he has likewife drawn his own Picture among thofe 
of the other Debauchees of that Court and Age, 
His Satire is fuch a ftrange Medley of Virtue and 
Vice, that it is fometimes difficult to determine 
what he condemns, or what he approves. He had 
certainly a great Genius, and knew very well 
how to enter into every Character he intended 
to commend or expofe, and is faid by a happy 
Temperature to have joined the Humour of 
Plautus to the Eloquence of Cicero 5 out of which 
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he has formed a moft lively and elegant Stylo pe- 
cufiar to himfelf, and hitherto inimitable ; in 
which the Perfection of Roman Urbanity is eafily 
tliftinguifhed by Readers of Talte and a polite 
Judgment. 

At the Taking of AlbaGraca, in the Year 
Sixteen hundred and Eighty-eight, from the 
Turks, there was found the Satyricon of Petro- 
nius, faid to be perfect ; and afterwards pub- 
lifhed by one Francis Nodotius, a French Gentle- 
man, who afi'erts it to be complcat ; but the 
Truth of this is much queftioned by many of the 
molt learned Mon. A confiderable Fragment of 
Petronius was pretended to be found at Tran in 
Dalmatia, in the Venetian Dominions, by a Phv- 
fician, about the Middle of the laft Century. This 
occafioned a Coi\troverfy among the Critics, of 
which there is fome Account in Spon s Voyages, 
who vifited this Phylk-ian, and faw the Manufcript 
in queftion. ; . 
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CAIUS CORNELIUS 
TACITUS. 

£AIUS CORNELIUS TACITUS , 
a Roman Hiftorian, who flourifhed in the firft 
Century. We know nothing of his Anceftors, 

.and probably the Dignity of his Family began 
in his own f*erfon. His firft Employ is faid to 
have been that of Procurator to Vefpafian in / 
Gallia Belgtca. The Beginning of his Promo- 
tion, fays Lipftus , was under Vefpafian ; by whom, 
as we have it from Pliny , being made Procurator 
in Gallia Belgica y he had the Care of that Prince’s 
Revenues. Being returned to Rome y he received 
from the Emperor Titus a more honourable Pofh 
He was Praetor under the Empire of Domitian y 
and Conful under Nerva. He fays himfelf that 
Domitian exercifed the Secular Games, “ at 
M which I gave a condant Attendance in re- 
“ gard to my Office, being one of the College 
tc of Priefts, and at the fame time Praetor ; 

“ which, I do not mention out of Vanity, but 
(i becaufe anciently that College, and efpecially 
“ that Magiftracy, had always the Dite&ion of 
“ the Ceremonies.”. 


But 
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But all thefc Dignities gave him but very 
Ettle Glory, compared with that which he pro- 
cured to himfelf by the Performances of his Pen. 
His Annals and his Hiftory arc fomething admira- 
ble, and, fays Mr. Bayle , one of the greateft Ef- 
forts of the Human Mind ; whether you coniider 
the Singularity of the Style, or attend to the Beau- 
ty, Thoughts, and to that happy Pencil with 
which he knew how to paint the Difguifes and 
Cheats of Politicians, and the Weaknefs of the 
Paflions. Not (he goes on) but that he may be 
cenfured for the Affectation of his Language, and 
for his enquiring into the fecret Motives of Ac- 
tions, and pronouncing them criminal ; but it is a 
great Compliment to his Underftanding, to re- 
mark; the Efteem which leveral Princes had for 
his Works. Pope Paul the Third, fays Muretus , 
the moft learned Man of our Age, wore out his 
Tacitus, by frequently reading him; nor did he 
meet with fo much Pieafure in perufmg any v 
other profane Writer. Cojino de Medici s, the 
firft Great Duke of Tufcany, and formed for go- 
verning, who taught that what' is commonly 
called Fortune, conlifts in Counfel 'and Pru- 
dence, held the Works of Tacitus in high E- 
fteem, and read them with the greateft Delight. 
And at this very Day there are feveral Princes 
and Privy Counfellors to Princes who read him 
with great Application, and regard him as a fort 
of Oracle in Politics. The Marquis of Spine /a 
tranflated him into his Mother-Tougue ; and 
the learned Chriftina, Queen o (Sweden, held this 
• Writer as Entertainment for her moft ferious 
Hours j fome Pages of whofe Hiftory lhe read 
conftantly every Day. 

' He 
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r He wrote Annals of the Public Affairs in fix- 
teen Books, which begin at the Death of Auguf- 
tus Ccefar and continue the Story almoft to the 
End of Nero. We have but Part of them left, 
namely the four firft Books, fome Pages of the 
fifth, all the fixth, from the eleventh to the fif- 
teenth, and Part of the fixteenth. The two laft 
Years of Nero , and Part of the foregoing Year, 
are wanting : Thefe are the laft Books of the 
Work. He has left us a Hiftory likewife, which 
extends from the Reign of Galba inclufively, to 
the Reign of Nerva exclufively. He defigned a 
particular Work for the Reigns of Nerva and 
Trajan^ and that was the Bufinefs he referved for 
his old Age } but it is fuppofed he never executed 
this Defign. If my Life will permit, fays he, 
I fhall rcferve the Reigns of Nerva and Trajan 
as a more copious and fecure Subject for my 
old Age, as we enjoy that' rare Felicity to think 
what we pleafe, and fay what we think. He 
wrote this Hiftory in the time of Trajan , and 
therefore it is fuppofed he continued it down to 
that time ; but there is no more extant than five 
Books. Lipftus conjectures there are ten loft ; 
for if they reached from Galba to Trajan , which 
includes at leaft a Space of twenty-one Years, it 
is probable the greateft part of them are wanting, 
fince the five we have comprehend little more than 
the Occurrences of one Year. : 

In all the Impreftions of Tacitus , his Annals 
are printed before his Hiftory ; the Reafon is, be- 
cause they have a farther Beginning, treating of 
the laft Days of Augujius , and proceeding unto 
the End of Nero's Reign, whofe laft twelve Years 
are nevcrthelefs wanting} whereas the Books of 
Vo l. II. L his 
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his Hiftdry feem to follow one another from the 
.Epoch of the Death of that Tyrant, to the happy 
-Government of Nerva and Trajan. And yet 
there is no doubt but this Writer firft compofed 
his Hiftory, as being nearer his own Time, for 
.‘ he quotes a Place in the eleventh of his Annals, 
to which he refers his Reader, concerning what 
• he' had already writ of the Actions of Domitian , 
which were no where mentioned by him but in 
- the Books of his Hiftory. HisTreatife concern- 
ing the Situation of Germany , and the Manners 
of the Germans , was written before his Hiftory 
:and Annals, when 'Trajan- was Conful a fecond 
time. The Life of Agricola , whofe Daughter he 
. had married, was written four Years after Agri- 
, - cola’s Death, about the Beginning of Trajan’s 
Government. The Dialogue concerning the 
Caufes of corrupt Eloquence does not belong to 
Tacitus , though Pomponius Sabinus , a Gramma- 
rian. of the middle Age, quotes a Paffage out of 
this Dialogue, making Tacitus the Author, but 
the Style is fo different, that he is juftly acquitted 
of this Imputation. 

We meet with many great Encomiums of this 
Annalift in the Writings of learned Men, who 
yet fome of them have not failed to mark out his 
Blemilhes, and deliver down with fome Severity 
his Miftakes. and Imperfections. Pliny the younger, 
a very confiderable Perfon, declares in many of 
his Epiftles, that he efteemed him one of the 
molt eloquent of his Age j he makes him judge 
of a Difpute : he had about the Eloquence to be 
ufed in pleading at the Bar ; he deferibes to one 
of his Friends the Pomp of Virginias Rufus his 
Funerals, obferving his laft and principal Happi- 
, . , nefs 
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• nefs to confift in the Praifes of the Conful Corne- 
: lius Tacitus y who made* his Funeral Oration, and 
.was the moil eloquent of that Time. When he 
imparts to another called Arrian the Succeis of a 
. great Caufe againft a Proconful of Africa , accuf^d 
of robbing the publick Treafury, ; he fays, that 
Cornelius Tacitus made a Replication to the Perfon 
that defended him, where. n his Eloquence and 
..Gravity, infeparable from his Difcourfe, were 
greatly admired j and to cojnpleat the Character, 
he declares that from his Youth he had chofen, 

, him for a Pattern of Eloquence from among the 
great Number of excellent Orators that were then, 
in Rome. 

L IP S IUS lays himfelf out in Commenda- 
tion of this Hiftorian, he is a ufeful and great 
Writer, that ought to be in the Hands of thofe > 
that fit at the Helm of Government. In him Jet 
us confider the Courts of Princes, their private 
Lives, Councils, Commands, and A£Uons, and 
. from the Similitude of thofe Times with ours, let 
, us expert the like Events. His Style is by qo 
. . means fordid or vulgar, but diftinguilhed with 
, frequent a/id unexpected Sentences, which for 
their Truth and Brevity may be compared to O- 
racles ; he is indeed a wonderful Writer, for his 
, is not only a Hiftory, but a Garden and Seminary 
_ of Precepts. 

T AC I TV S , fays La Mothe , is no lefs fen- 
tentious than Thucydides or Sallujly but with fuch 
Artifice, that all the Maxims he lays down arifes 
- from the Nature of the Subjects he treats of ; there 
is npthing (i foreign, affected, too far-fetched, of 
i. fuperfluous f in what he writes ; each Thought 
; holds, a Place wkish becomes it fo, vyeU that it can- 
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not be difputed. But that which heightens the 
Merit of this Writer is the Obfervations which 
others have made before me, that one often learns 
no lefs from what he left unfaid, than what he 
cxprefled, his Silence being as inftru&ive as his 
Language, and his Cyphers (to fpealc in the 
Terms of Numbers) as confiderable as his moft 
important Figures, becaufe all therein defcribed 
is full of Confideration, Proportion, and Judg-*. 
■ ment. The Emperor Tacitus , though inverted 
in the fupreme Dignity of the World, near two 
hundred Years after the Death of our Hiftorian, 
efteemed it an Honour to have had fuch an An- 
ccftor, and to be acknowledged one of his Pofte- 
rity. He caufed a Statue of him to be placed in 
all Libraries, and all his Books to be writ over 
* ten times every Year, that they might pafs down 
perfect to After-ages ; and yet this extraordinary 
Caution could not preferve a great part of them 
from being hitherto undifcovered. 

Mr. Gordon (who has moft wretchedly ac- 
quitted himfelf in the Tranflation of this Author) 
has launched out extravagantly in his Commenda- 
tion : He was, fays he, the greateft Orator, 
Statefman and Hiftorian of his Time, he had long 
' frequented the Bar, had parted through all the 
.High Offices of State, he was iEdile, Praetor, 
Conful ; and after long Acquaintance with Buii- 

* nefs and Men, he applied himfelf to collect Ob- 

* fervations, and to convey the Fruits of his 

* Knowledge to Pofterity, under the agreeable 
Drefs of a Hiftory: for this Talk he was excel- 
lently qualified, no Man had feen more, fcarce 

- any Man had ever thought fo much, or conveyed 
his Thoughts with greater Force and Vivacity; 
-w ;; ‘ a 
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a mighty Genius, for which no Conception or 
Defign was too vaft, a powerful Orator, who 
abounds in great Sentiments and Defcription, yet 
a Man of confummate Integrity, who, though 
he frequently agitates the Paffions, never mif- 
leads them j a mafterly Hiftorian, who draws E- 
vents from their firft Sources, and explains them 
with a Redundancy of Images, and a Frugality 
pf Words; a profound Politician, who takes off 
every Difguife, and penetrates every Artifice ; an 
upright Patriot, zealous for Public Liberty, and 
the Welfare of his Country, and a declared 
Enemy to Tyrants, and the Inftruments of Ty- 
ranny ; a Lover of Human Kind, a Man of Vir- 
tue, who adores Liberty and Truth, and every 
where adorns and recommends them, who ab- 
hors Falftiood and Iniquity, defpifes little Arts, 
expofes bad ones, and thews upon all Occafions, 
by the Fate and Fall of great wicked Men, by . 
the Anxiety of their Souls, by the Precarioufnefs 
of their Power, by the Uncertainty or Sudden- 
nefs of their Fate, what a poor Prize Greatnefe 
obtained is for Goodnefs loft, and how infinitely 
perfecuted Virtue is preferable to fmiling and tri- ‘ 
umphant Wickednefs. 

But there are learned Men of excellent Abi-' 
lities who differ widely from the Sentiments of the 
Writers above mentioned, particularly from the 
laft, who thinks himfelf no inconfiderable Ob- 
ferver, and difplays his Talents in recommending 
his Author, as a mighty Statefman, of invincible 
Truth and Integrity, as the Fountain and Stand- 
ard of Honefty and political Knowledge to all 
Pofterity. The learned Cafaubon in hi° Preface 
to Polybius fpeaks thus If the Fortune of Tacitus • . 
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had not deprived him of a Subje&'worthy of his- 
Faculties, he might have equalled any of’ the 
Greek and Latin Hiftorians, but fuch Times fell > 
under his Pen, specially in his Annals; as there 
never were any more polluted with Vices, or 
more deftitute of, hay, imaged againft all Vir- 
tues. We can eafily excufe Taciti/s, but not 
thofe who prefer this Author before all other Hl t 
ftorians, recommending him as the Pattern of 
Statefmen and Princes, and the only one whence - 
they and their Courtfellors may collect the Rules 
of Government. Now if we are inclined to 
expofe the Abfurdity of this Opinion, it were 
ealy to prove that thofe who hold it accufe our 
Princes of Tyranny, or would openly teach them 
the Principles of it'jf for what can be more per- 
nicious, • especially among young Men, than the 
reading thofe Annals, fo full of vicious Examples ? 
For as good Examples When they are frequently 
jrt fight improve a Man infenfibly, fo ill Exam- 
ples muff on the contrary hurt us, for by little 
apd little they firtk in our Minds,- arid obtain the 
Force of Precepts By' being often heard or 
read. . ... 

The French Critic Rapitt has too much Re- 
putation tb be overlooked or omitted- upon this 
Occafion. The Style of- Tirr/Mj, fays he, is not 
very proper for Hiltory, for it is full of Starts, 
and when if fhines it is like a Flafh of Lightning, 
which dazzles more than it gives Light ; he has 
a ftarting Wit, that fkips from one Thing to ano- 
ther. His Senfe comprehended in few Words is 
tbo clofe for the Reader’s Capacity, which is of- 
ten puzzled with it. And becaufe he does not 
follow Nature in what he relates, arid generally 
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forgets that he fpeaks to Men* fo he feldom in- ' 
ltructs us as he fhould. As for, Example, when 
.upon the Occafion of the Paphian Law he relates 
the Original of Laws, or when in another plac»i 
he defcribes the Privileges of Sanctuaries, he does 
not trace things hack to their Beginningst He-, 
never explains tilings thoroughly, nay fometimes 
he gives a falfe Account of them, as when he takes 
upon him to defcribe the Jeivijh Religion in the . 
fifth Book of his Hiftory. His Style is very . im- 
proper, which is a great Fault in an Hiftorian, 
whofe primary Fundtion is to inftrudt. Tacitus : 
is ftill more uneven than Sallujt. His Can-, 
nexions are generally forced, and the Thread, of 
his Difcourfe very much broken and interrupted* 
which is no fmall Difcouragement to the Reader, 
who cannot follow him without putting, himfelf . 
out of breath. 

There can be no better and exadter Defcrip- . 
tiomthan that which Tacitus makes of the. Treat 1 , 
which the Emprefs Mejfalina gavet to Si Hus her. 
favourite Gallant. This was a Vintage. EeafT 
with all its Ceremonies, . the Seafon being, then 
Autumn, and favourable for. that purpofe. Mirth,. 
Eleafure, Effeminacy, Wantonnefs, Impudence, 
Lewdnefs, and: Debauchery, alii in fhort.is there-, 
defcribed, with an exquifite Elegance and; Deli-, 
cacy of Expreffion. The Particulars are related. 
fuccinCHy, difcreetly, apd withal, in a very lively i 
manner ; and nothing can be more judicioufly j 
placed to make, by that gay Picture, the Death 
of MeJJ'alina , which follows foon after, the more , 
tragical and full of Horror. In fhort, there are 
fome happy Circumftances which give a particu- 
lar Grace to. every thing, when, a Man knows. 
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how to employ and place them as he fbould. As 
for Figures, Tacitus is not fo fcrupulous, he 
feems to aim at nothing but to dazzle us. The - . 
Boldnefs of his Metaphors and other Tropes 
makes his Expreffion fo high-ftrained and trou- 
blefome. He is an ill Hulband of his Fire, for 
he ufes it every where, his Colours alfo are too 
Ifrong and glaring, and becaufe he is often too - 
expreflive in fome things and does not paint them 
to the Life, he therefore feldom affedts us. A ■* 
Defcription ought not to be too minute and par- 
ticular, but fuch as is the Defcription of the Ifle 
of Caprca in the fourth Book of the Annals } for * 
we find in it the Reafons Tiberius had to retire 
thither towards his latter Days, which makes it 
neceflary; and as it is concife, polite, elegant, 
and has nothing in it either impertinent or fuper- 
fluous, it may be faid to be a perfedt one. No- » 
thing can be finer than the Speech which Tacitus 
makes Tiberius fpeak to the Senate, upon the Re- 
formation of Luxury, . in the third Book of his 
Annals. Never did any Hiftorian make a Prince - 
fpeak with more Dignity. A Pidlure ought to be 
true and refembling, wherein Tacitus is not very • 
exadt, for he- rather chufes to follow his owa 
Fancy, than imitate Nature, and endeavours more 
to make fine Pidtures than true ones. If his ■ 
Pidlures can but pleafe, as that of Sejanus in the • 
fourth Book of his Annals, he little cares whether 
they refemble or no j for he makes Sejanus a great 
deal worfe than he was, if we can believe Pater- 
cuius , who commends him. 

The Politics of Tacitus are often falfe, be- 
caufe his Morals are not true j either he makes 
the Men too bad, or he is not himfelf plain. 
t . •. enough. 
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enough. His Reflections are not natural, be- 
eaufe they want Innocence. He poifons and 
puts an ill Conftru&ion upon Things. He has 
by that Humour fpoiled feveral People, who 
imitate him in that, though not able to do it in 
any thing elfe. 

The Queftion of the Phcenix , which- is re- 
lated in the fixth Book of his Annals, (upon the 
Occafion of the News brought to Rome of a 
Phoenix which appeared in Egypt under the Reign 
of Tiberius) is according to the Rules cf an allow- 
able Digreflion. The Queftion is fcanned and 
examined by the different Opinions of the Natu- 
ralifts about this extraordinary Bird, whofe Qua- 
lities, Figure and Shape are fuccin&ly defcribed. 
Thefe fort of Strokes in a Narration are a great 
Ornament to it, and ferve wonderfully well to 
ftir up the Reader’s Curiofity, and keep his At- 
tention awake. This that follows is a fine 
Stroke ; in the height of the Mirth and Frolicks 
of that famous Treat which Meffalina gave her 
Lover, they caufed a poor fimple Fellow called 
Valens to get up into a Tree, and afked him what 
he faw ? A Storm , faid he, which gathers in the 
Air , and comes from Oftia. Thefe Words fpoken 
by that blundering Fellow, fpoiled prefently all , 
their Sport, and caft a deep Sadnefs into every 
Body, though blurted out at random, and with- 
out defign j for they were a Prognoftication of 
the Return of the Emperor, who arriving foon 
after, caufed : the Emprefs to be ftabbed, being 
grown weary of her Lewdnefs. Thofe Strokes 
that have fomething furprizing in them are very 
happy in Hiftory. 

L5 TACITUS 
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T AC ITU S has no good Moals (he goes on) 
he is a great Dodger, and covers a bad Soul under 
a very fine Wit. He is miftaken in true Merit, 
becaufe he thinks there can be no other than 
that of being cunning, and he always fpeaks 
more out of Policy than according to Truth. 
He not only has' ill Thoughts of his Neighbours, 
but alfo he (hews no Piety nor Reverence for the 
Gods, as one may fee in his Difcourfe upon 
Fate againft Providence, in the fixth Book of 
his Annals, wherein he afcribes all to the Stars 
and blind Chance, upon the Occafion of Traful- 
lusy one of Tiberius ’ s Aftrologers, who was grown 
his Confidant at Caprea. So difficult it is for an 
ill Man to be a good Hiftorian,- for one hasgene- 
rally the fame Principles with the other. Tacitus 
relates fo many Obfcenities of Tiberius , that 
B dec a line cannot bear with him for it. He has 
a particular Way of deferibing Things and Per- 
fons, different from all the reft, but he flicks 
too much at great Things, and will not delcend 
to the .little opes, which are not always to be 
flighted. He thinks well, but he does not always 
bit upon a' clear Expreflion. He is fometimes too 
much a Philofopher. He is peremptory in his De- 
cifions upon every Thing, and fpeaks as if the 
Fate of the World lay at his Mercy. He mora- 
lizes upon the Follies of others, that he may laflt 
every Body, and fpeak ill of all Mankind. He 
has fpoiled a world of People by creating in them 
a Defire of ftudying Politics^ which is the moft 
vain and ufelefs of all Studies. 

Tyis Critic fpeaks thus of this Hiftorian, 
in another Place ; Tacitus , fays, he, has an ad- 
„ ’ ' mirabte 
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mirable Genius, but he generally out-flioots the 
Sublime ; he is noble enough in his Thoughts,, 
but is not natural in what he thinks; ’tis true 
he has abundance of Wit, but fuch fort of Wit 
that cannot fpeak of plain Things in a plain 
manner, for he is ftill politic and artificial in 
every Thing he fays ; his Work is not fo much, 
an Hiftory as Reflexions upon. Hiftory ; he 
bulled himfelf in making RefleXions, being 
foreftalled by others, who left nothing new for 
him to fay, which determined him to that Way 
he took, wherein he fucceeded, and made him** 
felf considerable. 

The learned Author of the Anonymiana , or 
AAifcellanies of Poetry , Oratory and Learning , has 
fifted the Character of this Hiftorian with great 
Nicety, but I think with too little Candour* 
Tacitus, fays he, was an able Politician, and 
a yet more judicious Writer ; he has drawn 
very juft Confequences from the TranfaXions 
of the Reigns of which he wrote the Hiftory, 
and has formed Maxims from them for the 
well-governing of a State. .But if lie has fome- 
times afligned to the AXions and Commotions 
of the Republic their true Principles, if he has 
rightly unravelled their Caufes, it muft be owned 
that he has often fupplied with too much Nicety 
and Penetration thofe AXions which had none ; 
fo true is it that Men charaXeriie themfelves in 
whatever they do, and that the Writing of 
Hiftory never is in the Hands in which it ought 
to be,- when thofe who undertake it, being ig- 
norant of the true Caufe of an AXion, affign to 
it that Caufe which they imagine to be the leaft 
fenfible, aud moft concealed from the Eyes of 

L 6 the 
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the People. They often happen to reprefenfc 
that as a particular Secret in the Bread: of the 
Prince, which was a Matter public to all the 
World. And this is a Fault fo familiar with 
Tacitus, that I dare venture to fay, fupported- 
©therwife by a great many good Reafons, that 
it is paying him too great a Compliment to take 
him for a very exaCl Hiftorian, who has written 

according to Rules He has made choice 

of the niceft Actions, and the raoft fufceptible 
of the Delicacies of Art ; thofe Reigns in which 
he has principally applied himfelf in his Hiftory 
are no fniall Proof of this. In that of Tiberius , 
which is without difpute his Maftcr-piece, and 
in which he has bed fucceeded, he found a kind 
of Government more adapted to the Character 
of his Genius. He loved to unfold the Intrigues 
of the Cabinet, to affign their Caufes, to turn 
Pretences into Defigns, and deceitful Appearances 
into Realities. A Genius too fubtile, who faw 
fome Mydery in all the Actions of this Prince- 
A fmcere Deference of his Defigns to the Judg- 
ment of the Senate was fometimes a Snare laid 
for their Integrity, fometimes a nice way of 
becoming their Mader, and always the Art of 
making them the Accomplices of his Defigns, 
and of executing them without any Reproach. 
When he puniflied the Seditious, it was an Ef- 
ie<5t of his natural Diffidence of the Citizens, or 
fome flight Marks of Anger fpread among the 
People to difpofe their Minds for greater Cruel- 
ties. Here the Contrariety of Humours of two 
Generals is the fecret Method of eroding the 
Fortune of a Competitor, and the Means to leflen 
h min the 'Affections of the People. The Ho- 

v. — ' nours 
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nours conferred on thofe that deferved them, 
were genteel- ways of removing a Rival, or of 
deftroying an Enemy, and always fatal Recom- 
pences. In a word. Policy has a hand in every 
thing; Vice and Virtue are there equally dan- 
gerous, and Favours as fatal as Difgraces. Tibe- 
rius is never natural, he does not do the moft 
ordinary Actions of other Men without Defign ; 
his Repofe is never without Confequence, and 
his Motious are always full of Contrivances. 

• Tacitus only touched upon Hiftory occa- 

fionally, he appears more an Orator than any 
thing elfe, his foie Defign was to exercife his 
Eloquence. He relates few Events ; he makes 
long and frequent Digreffions, and his Careleff- 
nefs and Affectation are too apparent. He adts 
the Part of an Orator, who feeks to applaud 
himfelf, and who turns and manages different 

Fafts to his own Advantage. Even in their 

very Tents, in the middle of a Camp, or of an 
Army, dying Men make Speeches with the 
fame Exadtnefs and Prefence of Mind, which a 
Perfon in Health would be capable of fhewing, 
if he was to. compofe them in his Study; fome- 
times this Fondnefs for expatiating is fo predo- 
minant, that he does not flay till a General of 
an Army is at the Head of his Troops to ha- 
rangue them, but makes him write Orders like 
a Schoolmafter full of Antithefes and Rhetorical 
Figures. 

T h e firfl five Books of the Annals were 
found in Germany by a Receiver of Leo the 
Tenth ; that Pontiff having publifhed a Brief, 
by which he promifed not only Indulgence to 
thofe .who fhould difeover Tacitus’s Manufcripts, 

but 
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but alfo Money and Honour ; there was a Ger- - 
man who fearched all the Libraries, and at laft 
found fome Books of the Annals in the Abby of 
Corwey, which is a Monaftery on the IVefer, 
He went and prefented them to the Pope, 
who received them with great Pleafure, and 
afked him what Recompence he defired. The 
German was content to be reimburfed the 
Charges he had been at in going to view thole 
Libraries, and in his Journey to Rome. Leo 
thought that was too little, and gave him a Re- 
ward of five hundred Gold Crowns. 
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T HEY who place Lucius Florus under the 
Reign of Trajan, are obliged to correct 
that Place of his Preface, where he fays, there 
was little lefo than two hundred Years from- 
Augujlus ' s l ime to his. The moft probable O- 
pinion is, that he was of a little later Date i 
And it is believed, that the Poet Floras, whofe 
Verfes Spartianus quotes in the Life of the Em- 
peror Adrian, is the fame of whom we now 
Write, the Author of the Epitome of the Roman 
Hiftory in four Books. The Verfes are in a very 
familiar Style - 

Ego nolo Caefar ejfe , 

Ambulare per Britan nos, 

Scythicas pati Pru'mas. 

t 

The Eiftpefor Adrian was addicted to Poetry', 
as may be feen by the pleafant Anfwer which he 
returned ; 

Ego nolo Elbrus ejjb 
Ambulare per Tabernasy 
Latitare per Popinas % 

Calucs pati rotundas . 

It. 
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It is eafy to obferve, that the Phrafe of Florus 
is wholly poetical ; and that the Love of Parnajfus 
caufed him fometimes to employ HemilHcs in his 
Periods. But though he feems very licentious in 
it, and his Speech and Expreffions often favour 
more of a Declaimer than an Hiftorian ; yet we 
mull affirm Sigonius to be unjuft, when he ftyles 
him an impertinent TVriter. The Method ob- 
ferved by Florus , in giving an account of the 
feveral Wars in a feparate Order, did not de- 
ferve fo fevere a Cenfure j and it is evident, 
that he was ever confefTed to have been a fluent 
Author, full of Eloquence and very agreeable 
Flowers x>f Oratory. He abounds every where 
with moft ingenious Sentences, with Thoughts 
exprefled with the utmoft Force and Vehe- 
mency. Believe me, fays the learned Colerus t 
you will perufe that terfe Piece with no lefs Plea- 
fure than you would look upon one of the Pic- 
tures of Apelles ; it is fo well compofed, and fo 
elegant. I admire, fays he, that Judgment, 
which could infert Sentences with fo great Pru- 
dence and Brevity, in fuch a Heap and Variety of 
Things j and laying afide fome little Places which 
may be thought more frigid, in comparifon of 
others, many refined Precepts are contained in> 
what lie writes, which could not be exprefled in 
better Terms. . 

Some doubt whether Florus y who- compofed 
the four ' Books above-mentioned, was the fame 
who prefixed the Arguments to the Books of 
Livy's Hiftory.. It is certainly a great Miftake 
to believe, that he intended to epitomize the 
whole Hiftory of, Livy in his four Books ; for he 
obferves no regard to his Method in various 
Places, but rather indulges his own Fancy. He 
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is fo extravagant in reference to Chronology" 
or the Account of Time, that it is not fafe to 
follow or rely upon him. He is cenfured for 
contriving the Lofs of Livy s Works, in order to 
raife the Value of his own Collections j but this 
• Charge is without Foundation, and cannot be 
fupported. 

There arefomc, who fuppofe Seneca to be 
the Author of the compendious Hiflory of Flo- ' 
rus ; becaufe Laftantius , in the feventh Book of 
his Divine Inftitutions, mentions a Divifion of 
the Roman Empire into four different Seafons, 
aferibing metaphorically to it Infancy , Youth , Vi- 
rility and Old Age ; which he attributes to Seneca’s 
Invention. And becaufe the fame Divifion is 
to be found in the Preface to the Books of 
Floras , they would conclude Seneca to be the 
Author of them ; and that the Name of Floras 
is falfe and fuppofititious. But thefe Authors 
are fo different in their Way of Writing, that 
this Remark is not to be juftihed. Seneca makes 
the Youth or Adolefcency of Rome , as he calls 
it, to reach to the End of the laft Punic War;* 
whilft Floras makes it to continue but to the 
firft. And Seneca begins its Old Age, when the 
Civil Wars arofe between ‘Julius Ccefar and Pom - 
pey ; whereas Florus accounts it from the Efta-' 
blifhment of Augujlus in the abfolute Power of 
the Empire. It is more reafonable to believe, 
that Laftantius was miftaken, than to imagine- 
that all the Manufcripts fhould err, which have 
placed L. Annans Florus in the Title of the Books 
we now mention. But perhaps Flm-us and Se- 
neca being both of the fame Family, that of the; 
Annaiy it is pofiiblc their Names might by fome 

means 
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means have been confounded ; and that Floras 
was therefore fometimes called Seneca , as he is 
in fome old Copies, where he is fometime6 di- 
ftinguilhed by the Name of Julius. It is certain, 
that the; Family of the Anntsi has produced - 
many excellent Perfons in various forts of Li- 
terature : Seneca the Philofopher, the Trage- 
dian and Rhetorician, (if they are three), fuffi- 
ciently prove it ; as well as the Poet Lucan , and 
our Hiftoriographer Floras, whofe Style retains 
fomething of the Genius of the Annaan Wri- 
ters, born all to be Mailers in Eloquence and 
Poetry. 

There- was another Julius Floras, more an- 
cient than the Hiftoriographer, who lived in 1 
Tiberius's Reign. Seneca , in his Controverftes,, 
fays, that he was inftrudted in the Art of Speak- 
ing well by the Orator Poriius> Latro. And, 
Quintilian, fpeaking of that Floras, fays, he was 
the Prince of Eloquence,, and the public Pro- 
feflor of it in Gailia. They, who build, upon- 
the Surname of Julius, (which, as was before t 
obferved, fome Manufcripts apply to him) ima- 
gine our Author was defcended from that other. 
Floras, of whom Seneca znd Quintilian have made* 
fuch honourable mention* But this is a, mcerj 
Conjecture, too light to deferve a further Re- 
flection. 

Among the Licences Florus<has affirmed, there 
is one fo poetical and ftrangely hyperbolical, that, 
Scaliger with reafon blames him in his Com- 
mentaries upon Eufebius, for having in a mifta- 
ken Zeal fuffered himfelf to be led away by a, 
mean and childilh Appetite of relating wonderful* 
Things to the Prejudice of Truth. It is where 

' he 
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hft relates the Expedition of DecimasBrutus along- 
the Celtic , Galician and Portuguefe Coafts, and 
alledges that Brutus never ftopped his victorious 
Courfe till he beheld the Sun fall into the Ocean, 
and heard with Horror its Fire huffing in the ' 
Waters ; which gave him a certain Apprehen- 
fiorrof being facrilegious; and- having- done more- 
than his. Religion permitted. , The fame Defire 
of writihg fotnething marvellous^ defcrves to be 
cenfured j where he Tpealcs of the Defeat of- the 
Cimbri by Marius. He pretends that two young 
Men were feen in Rome near the Temple of 
Cajlor and Pollux , prefenting to the Prat or 
Letters adorned with Laurel, as a fure Token 
for a compleat Victory. I lhall (fays LaMothejl 
on thisoccafion lay down a Maxim, That if an 
Hiftorian fbmetimcs inferts any thing in his Nar- 
ration of lb extraordinary, a nature, he ought at 
the fame time" tb fignify the fmall Faith he has in 
it, and proteft that he meerly reports it/ as a popu- 
lar Rumour. 

The Hiftory of Floras contains a Compen- 
dium of the Roman Affairs, from Romulus to the 
Time of Trajan , finely, plainly arid elegantly 
written. The Accuracy and Brevity of it are 
very often wonderful, and (as Lipftus obferves) 
there are many fhining Sentences like Jewels 
interfperfed throughout, both with Judgment 
and Truth. But at the fame time we may fay 
with Tan. Faber , this acute and elegant Work is 
not to he read or efteemed as a Hiftory j but 
rather as a Panegyrick or Declamation, in 
commendation of the Roman Empire, and that 
mighty People. He is irregular in his Order of 
Time, and carelefs in the Names of Men and 

Officers j, 
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Officers ; which often difturbs his Senfe, and 
confounds the Reader. The Elegancy of his 
Style is generally commended, and the Sprightli- 
nefs of his Fancy has obtained him the Name of 
The JVitty Hijiorian. 
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SUETONIUS 
TRANUJJILL US. 

(JAIUS SUETONIUS TRANQUIL- 
LUS was a Roman born ; his Father, who 
called himfclf Suetonius Lenis (a Surname differ- 
ing only in Sound from that which his Son bore) 
being by Extraction only an ordinary Gentleman 
of Rome , yet was preferred to the Tribunefhip 
of a Legion by the Emperor Otho, whofe fide 
he took againft Vitellius. This Writer was born 
about the Beginning of the Reign of Vefpaftan , 
as may be collected from his own Words in the 
Life of Nero. His firft Years, in all probability, 
he pafl'ed at Rome ; for he fays, when he was a 
Youth he remembers himfelf to have feen an 
old Man of ninety infpedted in open Court, 
whether he was circurncifed or not. Grown 
up to Manhood he betook himfelf to the Bar, 
where he praCtifed with great Reputation } not 
but that he had a Tribune’s Office given fiim, 
but whether it were that he liked not a military 
Life, or that he underftood not martial Affairs, 
he declined itj and before he was muftered, by 
means of his good Friend the younger P/iny, 
who procured the Place for him, he got it to 
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be transferred upon his Kinfman Ceefennius Syha- 
nus. 

..In his Pleading of Caufes, .it was a great 
hindrance to him that he was not the Father of 
Children, there being a Law at Rome by which 
many Immunities and Privileges were given to 
fuch. Some of thefe were a Freedom from bear- 
ing any Office which required perfonal Atten- 
dance, and a Preference at the Bar, that their 
Motion might be firft heard ; very confiderable 
Advantages to one in his Circumftances. Now 
the Emperors had always a Power of granting the 
like to thofe who 'were childlels; > but it being 
looked upon as contrary to Law, Trajan , who 
was an excellent Prince, beftowed thefe Favours 
very fparingly, and would not exceed his Num- 
ber which the Senate had allowed. In this cafe 
his old Friend Pliny folicits for him, and that 
with Succefs ; and becaufe his Letter to the Em- 
peror gives us a true . Character of < Suetonius, 
-and is a great Inffance of the ftriil Friendfhip 
that was between them, I (hall offer it in Eng- 
lijb. It is the ninety-fifth Epiftle of the tenth 
Book. 


S I R y - 

“ .T Have lately taken into my Acquaintance 
*• Suetonius Tranquillus , a Man of great Pro- 
“ bity. Honour and Learning, allured by the 
“ Sweetnefs of his Converfation, and being much 
. “ pleafed with the Scope of his Studies j and ftill 
“ the nearer I approach, and the more I know 
him, I love him the better. He has. not been 
“ fo fortunate in his Marriage, but. that .the Pri- 

“ vilege 
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* K vilege of three Children is very neceffary to him 
“ in his Bufmefs- at the Bar, which in the Qpi- 
“ nion of his Friends he well deferves. By me 
“ he befeeches you to fupply what his ill Fortune 
“ has denied him. I know. Sir, the high Value 
“ of the Favour I beg, but I am begging of you, 
“ whofe moft bounteous Indulgence to all my 
ic Requefts I have experienced. And you may 
“ gather with what Earneftnefs I defire this, be- 
“ caufe if I had been cold in my Wifhes, I would 
“ have ftaid till I could have afked it by Word of 
“ Mouth.” 

To this Letter Trajan gave an anfwer to the 
Satisfaction of both Friends, conferring on Sueto- 
nius the Privilege he delired. After the Death of 
Trajan he was made Secretary of State to the 
Emperor Adrian., which is an Evidence that he 
pofleffed befides the Knowledges of great Affairs, 
a competent Capacity to deliver them in proper 
and apt Expreffions. It is faid his Employment 
was taken from him becaufe of fome private Fa- 
miliarity he had with the Emprefs Sabina , or ra- 
ther becaufe he had not treated her with proper 
Reverence and RefpeCt j it is certain that Adrian 
had no great Regard for his Emprefs, and there- 
fore feveial of his Courtiers took the Liberty to 
flight and affront her ; among them Septicius Cla- 
ras and Suetonius overdid the matter, and were 
therefore turned out of their Places. But it hap- 
pens fometimes that particular Difgraces are ufe- 
ful to the Public, as was evidenced in his Perfon; 
for his Fall, and the Leifure he had by it, reduced 
him to a ftudious Comtemplation, which has pro- 
duced, among other -Works, the Lives of the 

twelve 
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twelve Ccefars, which gives him a Place among 
the beft Hiftorians. 

The Roman Hiftory is never mentioned with* 
out fpeaking very advantageoufly of Suetonius: 
This Writer, fays Politian, befides his defcriptive 
Art, which is admirable, has likewife given us 
plain Proof of his Diligence, Veracity, and Free- 
dom } there is no room for any Sufpicion of Par- 
tiality or Ill-will in his Books ; nothing is faid 
out of Favour, nor fupprefled out of Fear; the 
Fails themfelves have engrafted his whole Atten- 
tion, and he has confulted Truth in the firft place; 
by which it appears that his Work was framed 
(as Thucydides fays) not for a tranfitory View, or 
to ferve a prefent Purpofe. He was fo far from 
being influenced by the Motives of Fear or Favour 
to detrait any thing from the Truth, that he ra- 
ther chofe not to write the Lives of Nerva , Tra- 
jan , and Adrian , the Emperor of his Time, than 
to run any rifque by fpeaking ill of the Perfons 
then alive, or to feem lefs free and impartial by 
extolling his Superiors. I very often, fays Lip- 
Jius , recommend Suetonius Tranquillus to the 
Youth, and not without reafon ; if you examine 
his Words, they are pure, neat, proper; if the 
whole Thread of his Difcourfe, it is fhort and 
nervous ; if you confider his Subjeil, it is both an 
ufeful and pleafant Hiftory ; and, which chiefly 
weighs with me, it is full of Morality and ancient 
Learning. Vopifcus ftyles him a moll correct and 
candid Writer ; Sidonius ApoUinaris fays he was 
inexpreflibly fine, and Aufonius that he was ex- 
tremely elegant ; Ludovicus Fives prefers him for 
Diligence and Fidelity before all the Greek and 
Latin Writers. He feems, fays he, to have writ- 
ten 
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ten the Lives of the twelve Cafars with great In- 
tegrity, becaufe he conceals not the Vices or Su~ 
fpicions of Vices in the very beft Princes, nor docs 
he diftemble the Colours of Virtue in the worft. 
St. Jerom profeflds himfelf to have made Sueto- 
nius his Pattern when he wrote the Lives of thofe 
illuftrious Men, who fucceeded the Times of the 
Apoftles ; and Erafmus gives his Teftimony, I 
fnppofe it is on all Hands agreed among the 
Learned, that for what relates to the T ruth of 
Hiftory, thc-firft place is due to Suetonius , who, 
as one wittily faid, wrote the Lives of the Cte- 
fars with the /ante Liberty with which themfelves led 
them. 

Besides his Cerfars , we have part of his 
Trcatife of the illuftrious Grammarians, and that 
of the Rhetoricians, and fome Remains of another 
which contained the Lives of the Poets ; for that 
of Terence is almoft all of Suetonius's Writing, as 
Donatus himfelf confefles, who adds fomething to 
it. And the Lives of Horace, Juvenal Lucan , 
and Perfeus, are probably of the fame Competi- 
tion. We are not to believe that what is extant 
of the Elder Pliny s Life, under the Name of 
Suetonius , is of his Writing; and if the Style, 
were no Objection, the Phrafe is enough to dif- 
cover it to be of a more modern 'Contexture. 
Suetonius was too much a Friend to the Y ounger 
Pliny to fpcak fo coldly, and fay fo little of his 
Uncle, who was a moft worthy Perfon. One 
may read in Aulus Gellius, and others, the Titles 
of fcveral Compofitions of Suetonius , which we 
have loft ; as that of the Games , and Spectacles or 
SJjews reprefented by the Romans . The Repub- 
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lie of Cicero i an Account of the illuftrious Fa- - 
railies of Rome , and many others. 

The Style of this Writer, fays Colerus , is fhort 
and nervous, and no Man has more diligently 
intermixed the public Rites. He is moft exadt 
and candid, and not obnoxious to any Man j for 
who ever wrote the Temper or Humours and 
Manners of Princes with a greater Freedom ? 
Courtiers and Statefmen may from hence reap 
much Advantage, and may alfo from Suetonius at 
the fame time learn to deteft Flattery. 

There arc fome Critics whp affirm that the 
Beginning of the firft Book of his Cafars is want- 
ing, and their Opinion is founded upon the Im- 
probability that Suetonius fhould have writ nothing 
of the Birth and firft Y ears of Julius Cafar , when 
he took the Pains to fearch into the Original and 
Education of eleven other Emperors that fucceed— 
ed him, whofe Lives he has deferibed. Muret 
in his Oration upon Tacitus is fomewhat fevere : 
It were to be wiftied, fays he, that we had not 
from Suetonius learned fo many Riots and fhame- 
ful Vices as he declares to have been pra£tifed by 
the Ttberii , Nerenes , and Caligula. They are, 
as he charges, fo filthy, that they almoft make 
the Paper blulh, upon which they are reprefented. 
And if what one of the Ancients fays be true, 
that there is but little Difference between him who 
defcrifces fuch Infamy with Care, and he who 
teaches it, Suetonius cannot be excufed without 
difficulty, for acting fuch a Part as he did. And 
to ’augment his Charge, he is accufed of having 
ufed the Chrijiians ill, calling them a Sort of Men 
who embraced a new and mifehievous Superftition, 
which occafioned their Perfecution in the Time 
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of Nero. But if it be a Crime in him, what 
Hiftorians of Repute can be excufed, who have 
reprefented the wicked Actions of thofe they write 
of, which make the greateft and often the moft 
confiderable part of the 'Narration ? Does not the 
facred Hiftory itfelf (hew us Parricides, Incefts, 
Idolatry, and many other Profanations among the 
belt Examples, and the moft divine Inftru&ions ? 
And ought we not to call into the Fire all - the 
Books of thofe Pagans who have writ fmee the 
Beginning of Chriftianity, if what they expofed 
againft our Religion fhould make us abfolutely 
condemn it ? 

The Objection againft Suetonius for being fa 
particular in deferibing the lewd Actions and hor- 
rid Debaucheries of many of the Ccefars is ftrong- 
ly reprefented by Muretus. It is certain, fays he, 
that many of the Ccrfars lived up to the height of 
Loofenefs and Debauchery, what Praife is it then 
for any Man to have equalled their Crimes by the 
Immodefty of his Defcription, and to have fet be- 
fore the Eyes of Men in bare-faced and obfeene 
Words their vile A&ions, which fhould rather 
have been buried in perpetual Oblivion ? You find 
nothing more frequently mentioned in Suetonius 
than Catamites, and the Authors of unnatural 
Lufts. Sporus married to Nero, and Nero to Do- 
rypborus. He does not even forget the Exprei- 
lions which they made ufe of in the middle of their 
Crimes,, as if it concerned Pofterity to know thefc 
things, the bare Mention of which fhould make 
not only the Author but the Paper itfelf to blufh. 
Neverthelefs he infifts upon them fo minutely and 
particularly, as if he had a mind to teach them. 
We find nothing like this in Tacitus he either 
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pafles over fuch Things, or he hints at them in 
fiich a manner as fhews his Hatred and Abhor- 
rence, but does not eagerly dwell upon them as 
the other does. Wherefore let Suetonius fhine 
among the Vopifci , the Spartiani , the Lampridii , 
and other Writers of Lives of that fort; in this 
he is preferable to them, that the Age in which 
he lived gave him an Opportunity of writing in a 
better Latin Style than they ; but if he fhould a- 
fpire to the Glory of Tacitus , or dare to compare 
himfelf with him, he would be cenfured by all 
learned Men. I for my part look upon Suetonius _ 
to be no lefs hurtful to young People than the 
reading of Catullus or Martial. Nay, I think it 
even dangerous to Men of a ripe Age. This is a 
fevere Remark. It muft be allowed that this 
Writer gave a great deal of Liberty to his Pen, 
the Inquiries he made into the Vices of the Cajars 
were very fingular ; neverthelefs he was a Man 
of approved Morals, and of great Virtue. 

1'hf. particular Account, fays Bayle , that Sue- 
tonius gives of the Debauchery of the Emperors 
is no Proof that he was a lewd Man ; or that he 
took delight in deferibing lewd Actions, nor in 
general that there was any thing wanting in his 
Probity and Honefty ; it fhews only that he was a 
very ingenuous and fincere Writer, and that he 
believed an Hiftorian ought faithfully to relate 
the Truth of all Events he can difeover ; and thofe 
who are never fo little qualified to judge of the 
Character of an Author by his way of writing, 
will be of Opinion that Suetonius was only directed 
by his fingular and natural Ingenuity, and not by 
a Defire of • amufing or tickling thePaflions. It 
ought to be prefumed, that he defigned to punifh 
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Vice as much as an Hiftorian can punifh it, and 
to caft a Blot upon the Memory of thofe mon- 
ftrous Men, by tranfinitting it to future Ages, 
attended with all the Execration it deferves, and 
that he thought fuch a Method might in time pre- 
vent the like Brutalities. 

I must not conceal that thofe who are willing 
to know the Date of each Event are very much 
difpleafed with Suetonius. This Hiftorian has 
wholly negleCted it j he does not obferve any^' 
Chronological Order, and indeed it was no part 
of his Defign j and it is to be obferved, he is very 
excufable for fixing upon a Scheme of Writing 
which did by no means require fuch a Method. 
There were Hiftories enough which contained an 
exaCt Account of the Reign of the Emperors ac- 
cording to the Time in which every thing has 
been done, and therefore he did not think it proper 
to compofe a Work of the fame Nature, but ra- 
ther chofe to difcover the Actions of the Emperors 
in their moft private Characters and Retirements. 
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QAIUS PLIN 1 US C MCI LIUS SE - 

CVNDXJS was born, about fixty two Years 
after the Nativity, at Novo-Comum , a Town of 
Italy, eminent for nothing fo much as of being the 
Place of Birth of fo great a Man ; however, by 
his grateful Munificence it was foon made more 
populous and remarkable by the Encouragement 
he there gave to the Inhabitants in the erecting of 
a publick School, liberally endowed, with a Li- 
brary adjoining fo competently furniflied, that no 
qucftion it invited a choice Refort. 

He was the Sort of L, C^cilitts by a Sifter of 
Pliny , the Natural Hiftorian. He loft his Fa- 
* ther while young, who for aught we know left 
him no other Legacy but that of a good Exam- 
ple. His widowed Mother, deftitute of the 
Helps of Education, delivers him up to his 
learned and wealthy Uncle, who yet refolved, 
if degenerate in Virtue, not to own him allied 
in Blood. This Trial was foon made, and our 
Eaglet flood the Teft. For by a vigilant Obfer- 
vance of his Inclinations and Deportment, the 
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old Gentleman was fo well fatisfied, that by the 
Cuftom of their Laws he adopted him into a 
nearer Relation, and at his Death (occafioned 
by the Eruptions of Vefuvius) left him Heir of 
his Name and Fortunes. But before this Ca- 
fualty he had been very provident for the Breed- 
ing of his Nephew. He afligned him firft to 
Quintilian, that Mailer of Eloquence, who tranf- 
fufed into him all thofe Precepts which hitherto 
fo richly oblige the World, and he found him 
fo quick, fo traCtable, that he never faw reafon 
to fpur his Induftry, or amend his Apprehenfion ; 
he had in him the lufcious. Comfort of a docile 
Learner, and the only Danger was, left his Jea- 
loufies might have curbed that Forwardnefs he 
was furprized at, and made him inclinable to 
fufpeCl that from his Scholar he would foon com- 
mence his Rival. But he preferred his Duty 
before any envious Regards, and it is certain 
did not only initiate him in the Elements of that 
Art he profefled, but laid him in Directions for 
the methodizing of all his future Studies j which 
the obedient Pupil fo embraced, that when eman- 
cipate from his more immediate Difcipline, he 
ftill copied his Prefcriptions, and conformed to 
that Model which was fet him by fo able an 
ArchiteCl. As appears particularly from his fo 
often running through the Decads of Livy , which 
was a Talk no queftion advifed him by his great 
InftruCtor, who always betrayed a fingular Af- 
fection for this Author, and in his molt excellent 
Inftitutions recommends him as moft worthy of 
a repeated Perufal. 

' When thus leCtured in Rhetoric he was 
now ripe for a Courfe in Philofophy, and to 
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enter upon this under as expert a Guide as he 
had attained the former, he was given up to the 
Tuition of Nicetes , a learned Prieft. Under his 
Government he made fo good a Proficience, 
that his Uncle with Joy perceived he was fitted 
both for Years and Learning to reap the Ad- 
vantages and conquer the Inconveniences of a 
foreign Travel, which he knew well was a corn- 
pleating Piece of Education. With thefe Hopes 
he difpatched him to Syria , which was then as 
much the common Mart of Literature as Egypt 
had been before. Yet the wary old Unde 
would not truft him with a Difpofal of his own 
Time, but left too great a Leifurc might expofe 
him to fuch Temptations which he ftiould not 
ftrive to refift, he provides him an Employ, and 
lifts him a j oung Volunteer, where he ferved as 
if Arms were to be his Diverfion, not his Trade j 
and therefore he was oft allowed leave to retire 
from the Camp to his Studies, in which he had 
the moft eminent Director thofe Countries could 
afford, the famed Euphrates , whofe Lectures he 
devoutly heard, and was poffibly the greateft 
Encourager, if not the foie Motive, of his after 
Remove to Rome. 

When by a Vifit of die moft remarkable 
Places, an Obfervance of their Policy, and a 
Maftery of the Language, he had completely 
anfwered the Defign of his going Abroad, he 
prepares to depart, and laded with thofe Accom- 
plifhments which are the richeft Cargo of a 
Traveller, he returns to his expecting Friends \ 
but ere a long abode with his Mother and 
Uncle, he lofes the latter, and thereby at eighteen 
Years of Age fucceeds to a plentiful Eftate. 
Among other Legacies, that which he moft 
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prifed was a hundred and fixty Volumes of his Un- 
cle’s Works, filled up in the Margin, and wrote 
on the very Covers, all by his own Hand ; for 
which, when their Number was fomewhat lefs, 
he had in Spain been offered four hundred thou- 
fand Sefterces. The compiling of thefe argued 
him an indefatigable Student, and being fo fevere 
an Accounter for his own Time, he might lefs 
invidioufly urge others to an Improvement of 
theirs, which his Nephew affures us was his con- 
ftant Humour j he was always a lecturing him 
into Induftry, and was fo impatient of his leaft 
Remiflions from Study, that feeing him one 
Day walking, (and poffibly. intent on a Recol- 
lection of what he had lately read) he chid him 
for fo idle a Diverfion, and fliarply told him he 
might be better employed. So that this Method 
of a fedentary Intenfenefs might probably, firfl 
have been taken up by our young Student out 
of a Defign to oblige the old Man, till it paffed 
from a conftrained Cuftom to a fettled Habit, 
from an affiduous Practice to a .voluntary Inclina- 
tion. It is worth the Pains to relate, that he gave 
one notorious Inftance of it. When his Uncle at 
Mycence in a Surprize at the Inflammation of Ve- 
fovius, was failing out to take a nearer ProfpeCt 
of the Danger, he comes and afks his Nephew to 
accompany him in that, which proved his laft 
Voyage; but he bluntly waves the Invitation, and 
fairly tells hirnhe had rather continue at his Books : 
Though he durft not without doubt have been fo 
rough to one whofeY ears might fuppofe him peevifh,- 
and yet whofe Favour it was fo much his Intereft 
to retain, if he had not forefeen it- wouhl be fo 
far from being refented as a Contempt or Affront* 
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that it would be the moft taking Compliment he 
could poflibly return. 

He had not been long entered upon his new 
Inheritance before his Refolves of Settlement were 
directed to Rome ,‘ where he fixed his Refidence, 
not becaufe the Town and the Court might be 
lnoft opportune for a Stage of Pleafure and Diver- 
lion, but that he thought here the moft advan- 
tageous Platform to build up his future Fortunes. 
And therefore he would not be flulhed into a Spark 
or Gallant, but fenfible that the beft Hufbandry of 
his Revenues would be the Purchafe of a good 
Name, he toiled fo hard in Retirement, and re- 
laxed himfelf fo well in Company, that he foon 
gained the Repute of a fmart and folid Gentle- 
man. The moft early Specimen of his Parts he 
had given in the Compofure of a Greek Tragedy 
at fourteen Years of Age, wherein he fo happily 
approved himfelf in the proper Genius of Sublime, 
in the true Air of the Bulkin, that he fupervived 
his Years, and in his Nonage wrote Man by the 
heft Periphrafis. A Succefs in this foon heated 
him on to frefh Attempts, and in his Voyage 
from Syria about Seventeen, he falls upon Latin 
Elegiacs in the Icarian Sea, which we need not 
doubt were foft and fmooth. But he knew thefe 
were .juvenile Sports, which it would be fatal to 
be addicted to, and therefore when he had enough 
< for bare Accomplilhment, refolved to make no 
Employ of what had Poverty and Affectation 
entailed for a Curfe ; he was not fo fond of the 
» Beggar or the Fop, but that he fteered his En- 
deavours to a more honourable Port, and applies 
himfelf to a Study of the Civil Law j in this he 
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foon commenced fo hopeful a Proficient, [that 
upon a (hort Preparation he was ripe for the Bar, 
and before twenty appeared for his Client in the 
Roman Forum, where his Pleadings 'were fo con- 
nect, and his Delivery fo becoming, that there 
was fcarce afterwards any Caufe of Moment 
wherein he was not by one of the Parties re- 
tained. 

From the Forum he advanced to the Senate, and 
could argue before that Auguft Aflcmbly with as 
much Courage as he had done in the more infe- 
rior Courts. And here he was engage d in feveral 
of the moft important Concerns, as the Manage- 
ment of the Spaniards Charge againft Bebius Maf- 
fa , the profecuting of their Informations againft 
Cacilius Clafjicus , the Defence and Acquitment of 
Julius Baf/us and V arenus ; and what was moft 
eminent, he opened the Impeachment of Marius 
Prifcus Proconful of Africa , charged by his Pro- 
vince with Bribery and Extortion ; in the urging 
of this he was fo brifk and refolute, nay, fo eager 
and intent, that the kind Emperor more than 
once ordered the Freeman to whifper and advife 
his Mafter that he fhould not injure his Lungs, 
nor drain his Spirits, not over-charge his Confti- 
tution i however, with humble Thanks for the 
Caution, he zealoufly proceeds, and fo expofes 
the Cafe, that the Senate confeft themfelves infi- 
nitely fatisfied, and the Criminal was fentenced ta 
perpetual Banifhment. 

He was too eminent to be thought ufelefs, and 
therefore his Country foon propofed to experience 
his Abilities in fome more public Station. Hence 
he was honoured with a Commiflion to fupervife 
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the Repairs of the JEmihan Way. He was a 
fplendid Prator for the City, a zealous Tribune 
for the People, a faithful Quejior for the Empe- 
ror, a P ref eft of the Treafury for the State, and 
an Augur for the Gods. But his moft adfive Pre- 
ferments were his Proconfular Dignity in Ponius 
and Bithynia , and his Confulfhip at Rome ; in the 
former (which was laft executed) heheldacon- 
ffant Correfpondence with his Imperial Mafter 
Trojan , and took all his Meafures from his Advice,, 
which he conformed to with fo much of Reiolu- 
tion and Difpatch, that he won on the Affedtions 
of his Province, countermined the Malice of his 
Enemies, and for ever fecured the Favour of hia 
Prince. . • 

It was from hence he dated that generous 
Teftimony and Character he gave the Chrijiians ; 
for it being the Miftake of Trajan that jthis grow- 
ing Sedt would interrupt and difturb the Peace of 
his Empire, he had given Inftrudtions to all his 
Minifters to fupprefs them by a fmart Perfecution. 
Our Proconful knew thele Orders muft be obeyed 
through the Extent of his Jurifdidtion ; yet he 
thought it not impertinent to give his honoured 
Lord fome account of the Humours and Behavi- 
our of the Men, before he went on to the ex- 
tremeft Rigour : In this Defcription we may be 
fure he fpoke as a candid Relater, not as a biafs’d 
Friend, and indeed the Danger of being partial 
was on the other hand } for he abhorred the Scan-- 
dal of leaning to that New Superjtition , and he 
wrote to one whom it was Manners to footh* 
which yet he could not better do than by con- 
firming that Prejudice he had fo devoutly enter- 
tained. But maugre theft? Inducements, it was 
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his Honour to fpeak the Truth, and it was his 
Mailer’s Virtue to hear it. He therefore declares. 
That their only Crime, or rather Mijlake ivas, that 
they affembled before Day to ftng a Form of Devo- 
tions to Chrift their God , where they hound them - 
felves by Sacrament not to violate the Roman Laws, 
not to perpetrate any Villanies, but to avoid Theft, 
Robbery, Adulteries , and Breach of Faith. When 
they had done this, they never [pent their Tlooughts 
to confpirc and cabal, but marched quietly off to 
their refpcRive Homes. A nd this lb much calmed the 
exasperated Trajan , that he remitted his Paflion, 
and returned Anfwer, that they Jhould not 
be held in nor inquired after, but by others profe- 
cuted, Jhould have Jujlice and a fair Trial. Yet 
was thb a Conceffion he would never have made, 
had he not been fully convinced that they were 
neither feditious nor diHoyal, as he at firft furmi- 
fed. For indeed, there was no one Emperor more 
provident in crulhing the Growth of Faction, as 
will appear by this fmgle Inftance. Pliny had pe- 
titioned him that there might be a Corporation 
of Mechanics founded by Charter at Nicomedia ; 
but the prudent Prince, though it fcemed but a 
trivial Requeft, and alked by fuch a Favourite, 
whom he was not wont to deny, yet he gives him 
this one Repulfe, and afllgned no other Reafon, 
than that fuch Societies were always,prone to Fac- 
tion, and were the common Nurferies of riotous 
and difcontented Spirits. 

When he had difcharged his Government 
with no Unhappinefc, but that of Enw, he comes 
back to Rome, and is comforted with an humble 
Addrefs from his Dependants, an hearty Wel- 
come from his Friends, and a gracious Reception 
from his Prince. But precedent to this honour- 
able 
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able Employ abroad, had been his Confullhip at 
home, an Office which his exa£t Art of Con- 
duit had proclaimed him worthy of ; fo that with 
no Paufe from his Prefcitfhip of the Treafury, 
to this the Emperor recommends and the People 
in Duty accept him. And to fweeten the Enjoy- 
ments of it he was bleft with a Colleguc, who was 
Partner of his Thoughts, as well as his Dignity, 
the good Tertullus. It was in thcfe Circumftances, 
that he delivered his Panegyric in a full Senate, 
with a reverend Afpeit, and deliberate Voice, it 
coiling him three Days to rehearfe. 

It was not from this Inftance only, but from a 
long Series of Loyalty, that he was fo in favour 
with his Prince, as upon an humble Motion to 
procure any reafonable A<St of Grace ; yet he made 
ufe of this Power not to advantage himfelf, but to 
prefer his Friend. And the Emperor, as found a 
Politician as any that flourilhirrg State was ever 
crowned with, thought it no Reflexion on his 
Manage, to have a potent Favourite, and there- 
fore let him command what Courtefies he pleafed 
to intreat. His Opportunities to ferve his De- 
pendants were by this means frequent, and the 
Grants conRderable. He got for his Phyfician 
Harpocratesy for Cryfippus, and other Aliens, a 
Freedom of Rome: He obtained for the Children 
of Antonia , and other hopeful Perfons, the Name 
and Privilege of Gentlemen. He advanced Sura 
to thePnetorfhip, and his Clvamber-Fellow, Voco~ 
ntusyto feveral fucceffive Dignities. 

Nor was it only at the Emperor’s Coft that 
he maintained his Friends, but where they were 
indigent and ready to accept, he would as free- 
ly fpend from his own Stock, wherein his Boun- 
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ty was always unconditionate ; he never (fays 
t)r. Rennet, from whom this Life is cl icfly taken) / 
hooked by Civilities, nor tampered \\ ith his Fa- 
vours, yet were his Largefies precious and muni- 
ficent. He fettled on his decayed 'Low nfinan Ca - 
ninius Rufus a handfome Salary for Encourage- 
ment and Support in a ftudious Life. He allowed 
Martial a comfortable Penfion to board him in a 
Country Retirement. Metilius Crifpus he fent to 
a good Military Employ abroad, and gave him a 
round Sum at Departure to bear his Charges. To 
V oconius Romanus he gave three thoufand Seftcrces 
to make him up a Gentleman’s Eftate, and to his 
Matter Quintilian, at the Marriage of his Daugh- 
ter, he fent fifty thoufand Sefterces, as a Portion 
for the decent Bride. 

And thofe he embraced for Friends were not 
his Neighbours and Relations only, but all the 
moft eminent of each Faculty and Science. Of 
Poets he had Martial and Stilus Italicus , the firft a 
Prince in Epigram , the fecond a Peer in Heroic. 

Of Hiftorians he had both Tacitus and Suetonius j 
he took the former for a Confident, and ad- 
mitted the latter for a Companion. Of Ci- 
vilians he picked out Pomponius Saturninus, 
Arrianus , and what others were the moft celebra- 
ted Oracles of the Law. To thefe he opened his 
Soul, and was as privy to all their Concerns. He 
loved their Perfons, courted their Society, and 
efpoufed their Intereft, without any dirty Referves 
of Craft or Defign. 

His Eftate was fo confpicuous, and his Condi- 
tions fo endearing, that he was fure to be 
courted from the Selfifhnefs of a Angle Life, an 
Alteration of which was poliibly more a Compliance 
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with the Importunity of others, than any Hurry 
of his own Inclinations ; however, he had Choice 
of Proffers, and Judgment to leleit the beft. Of 
his firft Wife we have but an obfeure mention ; 
his fecond was Calphurnia , whom Dowry and 
Parentage rendered an equal Match : Her he ad- 
mitted to his Heart as well as Bed, and for an 
Inftancc of his Fondncfs, has left us a Pair of uxo- 
rious, yet chafte Epiftles. It was the only Misfor- 
fortune he ever complained of, that he could have 
no IfTue bv cither of them. 

This Unhappinefs he contrived by the m oft 
availing Method to repair ; for indeed (as far as 
this Side of Vanity would allow) he feemed in 
nothing to betray a ftronger Impetus of Defire, 
than to have his Name and Memory outlive his 
Funeral j and therefore he got not only a grateful 
Celebration from Martial . , and by a Hint of his 
own, an honourable Mention from Tacitus ^ but 
tempted Eternity with many of his own Works 
which deferved a longer Duration than moft of 
them have met with. Befide his Greek Tragedy 
and Elegies, in his Voyage from Syria, he wrote 
a Trait of Hendecafyllables j another of Demon- 
ftrative Orations ; fome Refle&ions on the Self- 
Murder of Helvidius : A Collection of Epiftles 
and a Panegyric upon the Emperor, of which the 
two laft only are refeued from that eating Obli- . 
vion, which has fwallowed the other. 

When he was cloyed with the flatteries of the 
Town, he would oft retire to his Country Seats 
of which he had two moft delicately fituate, th'e 
one his Laurentim* the other his Tujcan Farm ■ 
where, in Imitation of the Primitive Confuls and 
Dictators, he read Nature in the Cultivations of 

Hufbandry, 
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Hufbandry, and thought his Gentility fo little 
foiled thereby, that he gave a Waggon for his 
Coat of Arms. 

We have better Proof how he lived than 
when he died j we have a moral Certainty for 
the one, but mull be content with Conjecture 
for the other. His laft Epiftles feem to be thofe 
from Pont us to the Emperor, and after his giving 
up this honourable Trull, we hear nothing confi- 
derable of his Actions from himfelf, or any other 
Hiltorian. It is recorded, that his Royal Patron 
refigned to Death about the Year from our Sa- 
viour’s Birth (if Eufebius compute right) 119; 
whom it is likely he had no great Ambition to 
furvive ; and therefore we may prefume he left the 
World foon after the Lofs of that Comfort which 
had been molt effectual to have detained him in 
it. Yet fome (I fancy on more prefumptuous 
Grounds) date his Death in the twelfth of Trajan s 
Reign : It is fure, that Eufebius then mentions the 
Deceafe of a Pliny , but implies it of the Senior. 

This Writer (fays Mr. Kennet) gained not 
only a fluent Style, and a plaufible Delivery, which 
are but the Mechanifm of Oratory, but he had 
fuch an accurate Idea of Things, knew fo well 
their apt Reprefentment by Words, and underilood 
fo compleatly the Influence of each Period on the 
Soul, that he ftill married his Expreflions to his 
Argument, always reconciled his Auditory to his 
SubjeCI, and never fpoke but to thofe Paffions he 
raifed. He could inftruCt a Friend, that an In- 
vention copious, and a free Elocution, might 
haply be the Talents of an illiterate Confidence j 
but an orderly Difpofure, a due Turn of Figures, 
a critical Mode of Tranfition, and fuch other 

Secrets. 
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Secrets of Art were only Acquirements of the la- 
borious and learned. Yet it was one of his Max- 
ims, That Ufe was the belt Rhetorician ; he hav- 
ing known many who had neither Parts nor 
Reading, yet by affiduous Practice had talked often 
till they fpoke well. 

He was fuch an Artift at the Variance of 
Expreflions, that almoft in the fame Breath he 
could'be fuller, and more acute, grave and flou- 
Tifhing, fo that his Cadencies made a Diffonance 
of Mufic, being always unequal. His Endea- 
vours herein, by Confeflion to a Friend, were, 
that he might fo contrive it, that by a different 
turning of Periods, he would have fomewhat 
to affedt the moil fingular Relifh of each pecu- 
liar Palate, yet where his Subject required a 
ftcady even Pace, he would never range, but 
keep devoutly to each Scheme of Languages, 
which is only proper to each diftindt Compofltion. 
Undoubtedly he was an accurate Matter of all 
Styles, and feemed moil happy in the moil dif- 
ficult, that of the Sublime ; for the Exercife of 
which, he had that Argument which the great 
Longinus implied to be the moil fuitable, that of 
Panegyric. Wherein he completely fhunned thofe 
Vices which fo nearly adjoin Affectation and Flat- 
nefs. He could fly without foaring, and again 
walk without creeping ; he could reach where it 
was proper, and ftoop where it was more be- 
coming. 

• Mr. Tola nd thus delivers the Character of P/i- 
7iy : That for what we call a happy Turn, Deli- 
cacy of Expreflion, and fpeaking only to the Bn- 
flnefs in hand, no Modern comes near to him ; 
no more than in the Variety of his Subjects, fuch 
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as Intrigues of State, Points of Literature, and 
Hiftory, Queftions in Natural Philofophv, rural 
Pleafures, the Concerns of his Friends, and fome 
Trifl es which he renders important. 

The Character of this Claflic is touched with 
greater Delicacy and Exadtnefs by Mr. Blackwell. 
Pliny the younger is one of the fineil Wits that 
Italy has produced ; he is correct and elegant, has 
a florid and gay Fancy, tempered with Maturity 
and Soundnefe of Judgment. Every thing in him 
is exquifitely ftudied, and vet in general fpeaking 
every thing is natural and eafy. In his incompa- 
rable Oration in honour of Trajan , he has frequent 
and furprifing Turns of true Wit, without play- 
ing and tinkling upon Sounds : He has exhaufted 
the Subject of Panegyric, ufing every Topic and 
every Delicacy of Praife. 
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M. JUNIJNUS 

yusriNus. 

T HIS Writer is fuppofed to have lived in 
the Time of Antoninus Pius , and has mad© 
himfelf famous by abridging the Hiftory written 
by Trogus Pompeius : His Hiftory began at Ninus, 
P ounder of the AJJyrian Monarchy, and came 
down to the 7'ime of Augujlus j but this Work, 
to the great Misfortune of the learned World, 
is loft, and its Lofs is attributed to the Abridg- 
ment, which being written in a polite and ele- 
gant Style, was very probably the Reafon why 
that Age negledted the Original, and ufing this 
only, their SuccelTors totally flighted that. Nor 
is tnere any one, fays VoJJius, among the Latins, 
who has more politely and elegantly contracted 
the Hiftory of fo many Empires ; for he compre- 
hends the Adtions almoft of all Nations, from Ni- 
nas to Augujlus. 

It is eai'y to make a near guefs at the Time 
when Trogus Pompeius lived, by what he faid in 
his forty-third Book, of his Parents that came 
£rom Gallia Narbonenfis ; where he declares his 
Grandfather to be made a Citizen of Rome by 
the Favour of Pompey the Great (whofe Surname 
probably he took) during the Wars of Sertorius j 
and that his Father, sifter he had bore Arms 

under 
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under Caius Cafar (who is here taken for the 
firft Emperor that bore that Name rather than 
Tor Caligula ) had the Honour to be his Secretary, 
and jointly to keep his Seal. It is therefore 
thought that Trogus Pompeius wrote his Hiflory 
under Augujlus and Tiberius , having fpoken of the 
former at the End of the whole Work. It was 
divided into forty-four Books, whofe Number 
Ju/lin has not changed no more than their Title, 
which was the Philippic Hiftory, becaufe (as it 
appears from the feventh unto the one and fortieth 
Book) it was a continued NarAition of the Mace- 
donian Empire, which owed its rife to Philip the 
Father to Alexander the Great. Thecpompus 
had written before fifty eight Books called Philip- 
pic. 1, which are quoted by Athenaus and Diodorus , 
and by fome held to be the Model which Trogus 
Pompeius followed, as Cicero imitating Dcmojlhenes , 
named his Orations Philippics with much lefs Rca- 
fon. 

It is the received Opinion, that Jujlin made 
his Epitome (as was before faid) under the Reign 
of Antoninus Pius y to whom it is fuppofed he 
dedicated it in his Preface, Quod adte , Impera- 
tor Anton ine, non tain cognojcendi quam ernen- 
dandi causa tranfmiji. I know the Paflage where- 
in that Emperor \s mentioned, is diverfly inter- 
preted, and fome have been perfuaded that he 
wrote after the Eftablifhment of the Roman Em- 
pire in Conjlantinople , becaufc of a Pafliige in the 
Eighth Book, where he fpeaks of the Sovereign 
Power of Greece. Graeciam etiam nunc , & vi- 
ribus & dignitate , or bis terrarum Principem. But 
that Expreflion may admit other Interpretations, 
without a Neceflity of making him live two hun- 
dred 
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dred Years later than he did, and in an Age 
which produced nothing fo polite and elegant 
as all we have of this Author is. It is ridicu- 
lous to confound this Writer with Jujlin the 
Martyr, as one Martin a Polander does in his 
Chronicle j for the manner in which the Hifto- 
rian treats the Ifraelites in his fix and thirtieth 
Book, fhews him to be of Pagan Belief. This 
Epitomizer of Trogus is cenfurcd by fome, for 
introducing a few Digreffions in a Work fo clofe 
and fhort as the Hiftory he writes. The fir ft 
is found in the Beginning of his fecond Book, 
where the Scythians and Egyptians have a De- 
bate on a Point of Honour, in what relates to 
their Antiquity, both of them pretending to have 
fufficient Reafons to call themfelves the moft an- 
cient People of the Earth : The fecond is in 
the twentieth Book, on the Subject of Pytha- 
goras , whofe Birth, Voyages, Learning, Virtues 
and Death he deferibes, without forgetting the 
Misfortune which happened to his Difciples, three- 
fcore of whom were burnt in Croton , and the reft 
exiled. Whence one may conclude, fays La 
\ Mothe , that all forts of Digreffions are not to be 
condemned, when fo eminent an Author zsjujlhiy 
who contra&ed in fo little a Space, the Hiitory of 
the TranfaCtions of two thoufand Years, (which 
are reckoned from Ninus , the Founder of the Af- 
Jyrian Monarchy, to the Emperor Augujtus ) m^de 
no Difficulty fometimes to divert himfeJf this Way 
upon an agreeable Subject. 

But though Jujlin’s fyTanner of Writing is fo 
excellent, that it was thought worthy of Au- 
gujius his Age, rather than that of the Antonines , 
his Elegancy of Style cannot atone for his Mi- 

ftakes 
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flakes in relation. Pererius has convinced him 
of many Errors in reference to the Jews, in his 
Commentaries upon Daniel ; and Vopifcus places 
him in the Rank of Hiftorians, who could not 
avoid Lying. That which he cannot be ex- 
cufed in is Chronology, where he was fo much 
miftaken, that he is not always to be depended 
on. And that which makes his Fault the greater, 
is, that the Reputation of Trogus Pompeius , and 
the Eileem which all the Ancients had for him, 
oblige Men to think that thofe Mifcomputations 
in the Sequel of Times, are rather of the Copy 
than the Original, or of the Abbreviator rather 
than the primitive Author j which is the ordi- 
nary Judgment of thofe, who have laboured moil 
in the bell Editions of Jujlln. 


Editions of JUSTIN. 

Ad ufum ferenijf. Delphini edidit Pet. Jof. Cantelius, 

Parif. 1677. 4to. 

Notts variorum iA Joh. Geo. Grajvii. 
t Ludg. Bat. 1683. 8vo. 

Notts Tho. Hearne. Oxon. 1705. 8vo. 

Jntegris Cotnmuntariis Variorum £jf Notts Abr. Gro- 
novii. Lugd. Bat. 1719. 8vo. 

Editio nitidiJJ. typis Elzevir. & Notts If. Voilii. 

Lugd. Bat. 1640. izmo. 


FINIS. 


Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 



( z6 5 ) 


A N 

INDEX 

T O T H E 

.FIRST VOLUME. 

A. 

A CHIL L E ID , a Poem by Statius , Pag. 297 
JOL JElius Verus , his Refpedt for Ovid’s Art of 
Love, 259. 

/ Eneid , an Account of that Work, 196. A per- 
fect Poem, 200. 

Mfchylus, where born, his Parents, 73. Accufed 
of Blafphemy, 74. Had his Life faved by his 

• younger Brother, ibid. Retires to Sicily, ibid. 
His Death, Funeral, and Epitaph, 75. His 

• Works, ibid. He reforms die Stage, 76, His 
Tragedies enrolled with the Athenian Laws, 
ibid. 

/. EJ'culapius , fojourn’d with Sophocles , 81. 

Aifop , turned into Iambic Verfe by Pheedrus , 234. 
Atthra , 2. ' 

Agathon , beloved by Euripides , 91. 

Agave , a Play written by Statius , 293. 

Alcccus, his Difcourfe with Sappho, 41. His Birth, 
49. A Defender of Public Liberty, 50. Taken 
Prifoner by Pittacus, 50. An Inftance of his- 
Cowardice, 51. The Character of his Wri- 
Vol. II. N _ tings, 
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tings, 53, 54, &c. Another of the Name, 54. 
His extraordinary Death, 55. 

Alcejlis , a Poet, his Difcourfe with Euripides , 95. 
Alc'tbiades, a Story of him, 14. 

Alexander the Great, his Regard for Homer , 15. 
His Opinion of Homer and Heftod , 33. Saves 
th$.Houfe of Pindar at Thebes, 66. 

Alexander Sever us, his Honour for Virgil, 203. * * 
Alpbonfo , King of Naples y \\\s Refpe£t for Ovid, 260. 
Amintas the Brother of JEfchylus , 73. 

Amphidams inftitutes Funeral Games, 32. 
Anacreon, faid to be in love with Sappho , 41. 
His Birth and Parents, 56, 57. His Character, 

57. Is cenfured by Ovid, 58. In love withBoys, 

58, 59. Ddpifed Money, 59, Called the Wife, 
ibid , Is choak’d by a Grape-ftone, 63. 

Anaxagoras , inftruSs Euripides , 93. 

Antigonus Gonatus , his Character, 142. 

Anytus conspires againft the Life of Socrates , 109. 
Apollinaris, an Epigram of his, 198. 

Apollo, anfwers in Iambic Verfe, 85. Confulted 
upon the Fate of Euripides , 88. 

Apollonius Rhodius , Scholar to Callimachus , 132. 
A Native of Alexandria , r%£» Librarian to 
Ptolemy Euergetes , 138. 

Aratus , finifh’d a Copy of the Odyflee, 16. His 
• . Birth, his Parents and Profeffion, 141, 142. He 
writes upon Aftrology, 142. Familiar with 
Theocritus , 143. His Chara£ter, ibid. 
Archelaus, King of Macedonia , entertains Euri- 
pides, 91. 

Arellrus Fvfeus, Mafter to OW, 246. 

Argonautica, a Poem by Apollonius, 137. 
Argonauts , their Voyage, defcrib’d by Lycophiron , 
• -128. Their Hiftory# 138. 

' Arijlarchusi 
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Arijlarchus, publilhes Homer's Works, 15. 
Ariflophanes, his Father an Athenian , 108 An 
Enemy to Tyranny, 108. An Account of 
his Enmity to Socrates , 100. A Writer of the 
•Id Comedy, no. His Works, his Death and 
Epitaph by Plato , ill. His Charadter, 112. 
, Is blamed by Cicero, 1 13. Condemn’d by Plu- 
tarch, 1 14. Compared with Menander, 1 15. 
A Character of his Comedies, ibid. His 
Style, 1 18. His Character by Mr. Rimer , no. 
He is a Champion for Public Liberty, ibia. 
Compared with Terence, 159. 

Art of Poetry by Horace, 212 . 

Athens , Horners Works publifh’d there, 14. 
Augujlus , Patron to Virgil, 192. Preferves his 
Works, 197. Patron tg Pheedrus, 233. 
Aurelius , his Character by Catullus , 183. 

Aufonius , Birth and Education, 318. Raifed to 
the Confulfhip, 320. He was a Chriftian, 322* 
His Works and the Character of them, 323. 

' B. 

Bacon , Lord, his Character of Pindar, 69. 

Baillet , his Charadter of Aufonius, 324. 

Barbrton, invented by Alceeus , 49. 

Barthius, his Character of Propertius, 23 1. Of 
Lucan, 277. Of Valerius Flaccus, 317, 
Bathyllus, beloved by Anacreon, 58. 

Battus , Founder of Cyrene, 131. 

Bayle , his Remark upon Sappho and Anacreon , 60. 
Upon Lucretius, 174. His Apology for Catullus, 
188. 

Berenice, her Hair made a Conftellation, 133. 
Bilbilis , Martial born there, 308. 

Blondel, his Charadter of Horace, 2 1 1. 

N 2 Boi leau'& 
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Boileau’ s Character of Homer , 20. Of Sophocles , 84. 
Of Terence, 162. 

Borrichius , his Character of Heftod , 39. Of Euri- 
pides, 97. Of Of pi an, 147. Of Ovid’s Meta- 
morphofis, 259. Of Seneca , 268. Of Statius , 
297. Of Valerius Flaccus, 3 1 7. 

Brief, his Character of Lucretius , 172. Of >/«- 

• fonius , 324. ' 

Brown, his Character of Oppian, 148. 

Bucolick Verfe, invented by Theocritus, 124. 

Burnet, Dr. his Chara&er of Lucretius , 1,81, 

C. 

Cacilius, a comick Poet, his Character, 157. 

Cafar, Julius, his Chara&er, 163. 

Caligula, an Enemy to Virgil, 202, 203. 

Callimachus, born in Cyrene, 131. Entertained 

■ by Ptolemy Philadelphus , 132. Writes his Fa- 
ther’s Epitaph, 131. Compofes an Elegy upon 
Berenice’s Hair, 133. Obje&ions to his Writ- 
ings, 135, 136, 137. 

Cafaubon, his Apology for Perjius , 284. 

Cajfandra, . her Hiftory, 128. 

Cato, his Behaviour at the Floral Games, 312. , 

Catullus, tranflates a Poem of Callimachus , 133. 
His Works, 134. His Defcent and Education, 
182. His Amours, 183. His Death, 184. 
Lampoons Julius Cafar, 185. An Account 
of his Works, 186. Compared with Martial, 
187. Is cenfured for Lewdnefs, 188. Is called 
the Learned, 189. 

Cento Nuptialis, an Account of it, 324. 

Cercolus, Hufband to Sappho, 43. 

Chcerina, Wife of Euripides z 90. ... 

* • * Chry- 
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Chryfojlome , an Admirer of Arijlophanes , 1 1 8. 

Cicero , his Efteem for Euripides , 96. Corrects the 
Works of Lucretius , 172. His Opinion of 
Virgil , 192. His Refpe& for Tibullus , 216. 

Cimon , brings the Bones of Tbefeus to Athens , 80. 
Ciofanius , his Account of OwW, 252. His 
Character of Ov/W, 256. 

Claudia , the Wife of Statius, her Character, 294, 
^ 2 95 - . 

Claudian, his Birth and Education, 328. His 
Works, and their Character, 333, fcfc. 

Cleobulus , beloved by Anacreon, 59. 
fined, 113. 

C/zVo, the Mother of Euripides, 88. 

Clouds , the Comedy of the Clouds by Arijlophanes , 
no. ' 

Comedy , an Account of the Old Comedy, in. 
The Progrefs of its Improvement, 1 14. 

Canon of Samos, 133. 

Corinna , obtain’d a Prize from Pindar , 64, 66. 

Corinna , Miftrefs to 248. 

Cornutus , Tutor to Lucan, 272. And to Per* 
fius, 281. 

jCowley, his Character of Anacreon , 63. Infpired 
with Pindars Mufe, 71. 

Cratinus, his Character, in. 

Crinitus, his Chara£ter of Catullus, 188. 

Critheis, 5. 

Crucius , his Character of Plautus, 151. • > 

Cyrus, a Rival to Horace , 220. 

D. 

Damafagoras, 2. 

Decamnichus, whipped by Euripides, 91. 

Delia , Miftrefs to Tibullus, 216. 

N 3 Dems\ 
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Demetrius, a Cynic Philofopher, 262. 

Diogenes, his Account of Epicurus , 179. 

Dionyfius Halicarnajjeus, his Charadter of Ho- 
mer, 19. Of Simonider, 107. 

Dithyrambicks, ufed by Pindar, 69. 

Diverbium, ■ introduced in Tragedy, 84. 

Domitius Marfus , his Epitaph upon Tibullus , 224. 

Donatus, his Character of Virgil, 192. 

Doves, bring Ambrojia to "Jupiter, 2. 

Dryden, his Character of JEfchylus, 78. Of So* 
phocles , 87. Of Theocritus, 124. Of Ho- 
race, 213. • Of Lucian, 278. 

J 

' E- 

Eclogue, a Defcription of that Poem, 122. 

Eide, Pindar’s Verfes fo called, 67. 

Elegy, the Nature of it, 225. 

Epicharmus , an Account of him, 153. 

Epigram, a Definition of it, 187. 

Epimer.ides, a Tragedy of ASfchylus, 76. 

Epijlles of Ovid , politely written, 258. 

Erafmus, his Character of Terence, 161. 

Evelin, his Character of Lucretius, 1 74. » 

Eupolis , his Death, 113. 

Evremor.d\ Cenfure of Terence , 165. Of Seneca , 
269.* • 

Euripides, an Athenian, his Parents, 8 3 . Brought 
up in Exercifes of Activity, 89. Is called the 
Dramatic Philofopher, 90. Obtained the 
Name of the Woman-Hater, ib. A Lover 
of the Poet Agathon , 91. Is torn to pieces by 
Dogs, 92. Honour’d after Death, 93. A 
Ccnotaphinm created to him, ibid. Is accufed 

- <of Perjury and Blafphemy, 94. An Account- 

of 
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of his Works, 95, &c. The Original of his 
Works preferred in Alexandria, 96. Com- 
pared with Sophocles; 97. Is cenfured by the 
Critics, 98. 

Eutychus , a Friend to Pheedrus , 234. 

F. 

/V/?/ of Ovid, an elegant Poem, 258. 

Felton , Dr. his Remarks upon Pindar , 70. 

Fevre, M. /?, his Character of Pindar , 69. Of 
Callimachus , 135. Of Apollonius, 140. Of Op- 
pian , 147. 

Fevre, - Mrs. le, her Character of Anacreon , 62-. 

Of Arijlophanes, 117. Of Callimachus, 134. 
Flavius Virginias , Tutor to Lucan,- 272.- 
Fleece, the Expedition of the Golden Fleece written 
by Apollonius , 137. The Fable of the Golden 
Fleece explain’d, 138. 

Fulvia Sifenna, Mother to Perftus. 280. 

Furius, a Friend to Terence, 156. 

- G* 

GW?, his Account of Homer , 2r* 

Gallus, a Writer of Elegies, 195. 

Games, the Grecian, immortalized by Pindar,, 64* 
Georgicks of Virgil, an Account of them, 195-. 
Gifanius, Ill’s Character of Lucretius, 177. 
Gi/elinus, his Opinion of Aufonius and Claudian, 

• ? 22 . • ' • 

Grotius , his CharacSler of Homer, 18. 

Gyraldus , his Character of Arijlophanes, Of 

- Apolt c ans , 140. Of Lucan, 278.- Of Mar- 
t *V> 3 r 3- 

H. 
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H. 

Hadrian , an Enemy to Claudian , 329. 

Halieutica , a Poem written by Oppian, 146. 

Hares Character of Terence , 162. 

Harpagus , General to Cyrar, 57. 

Harvey, Dr. his Saying of Virgil, 202. 

Heinfiut , his Character of Hefted, 39. Of Ctfft- 
machiis , 135. Of Terence, 161. 

Heliodorus, 2. 

Hercules , the Manner of his Death, 130. 

Hefiod, an Account of his Death, 29. The 
Names of his Parents, 30. His Kindnefs to his 
Brother, 32. His Contention with Homer, 33. 
His Children, 34. The Manner of his Death, 
his Tomb and Epitaph, 35. Monuments in 
honour of him, 36.' An Account of his 
Works, 36, 37. The Chara&er of his Writings* 
38, &c. - 

Hiero , King of Syracufe , 66. His Character, 121. 
Demands of Simonides what God is, 103. 

Hipparchus , a Friend to Anacreon , 60. 

Homer , I. His Birth, 2, Parents, 2. Poetical 
Genealogy, 3. Reafon of his Name, ibid. ’ 
His Blindnefs, 4. Sets up a School of Poetry , 9. 
His Death, ibid. Is taken for a Madman, ibid. 
Difputes about the Place of his Birth, 10. 
About his Parents, ibid. About his Name, 
II. Why call’d Meeonides , 10. An Ac- 
count of his Works, 12. His Rhapfodies, 
why fo call’d, 13. The firft Edition of his 
Works, 14. His Works digefted, ibid. Tran- 
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Hated, 16. His Character, 16, &c. The Ve- 
neration paid him by the Ancients, 23. His 
Poems faid to be written without Defign, 25. 
Call’d a Plagiary, ibid. His Works banifh’d 
from Plato’s Commonwealth, 27. 

Homer ium, 10. 

Horace , born at Venufium , 204. His Refpeft for 
his Father, 205. Flies fhamefully at Philippi , 
ibid. Is introduced to Virgil , Meceenas , and 
yjugujlus , 206. His Death, 207. His Tem- 
per and Perfon defcrib’d, 208. His Works, 208. 
His Style and Character of his Writings, 209. 
210. Could have compofed an Epic Poem, 
212. His Compliment to Tibullus , 222. 

Hojlia , Miftrefsto Propertius, 282. 

I. 

Ibis, the Name of a Bird, 132. And of a Poem 
written by Ovid , 255. 

Jdylliums of Theocritus , an Account of them, 1 22, 
123. 

JJtithilla , Miftrefs to Catullus , 183. 

Julia, celebrated by under the Name of 

Corinna , 253.' 

Juvenal , born at stquinum, 299. Writes his Sa- 
tires, 300. Is fent to Egypt, ibid. Returns 
to Rome, 300. His Charadler, 301. His Works, 
ibid. ■ Compared with Horace , 303, (if 

feq. 
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L. 

L alius, a Friend to Terence , 156. A flirted him 
in the Comedy of the Self-Tormentor, 161. 
Lambinus , his Character of Lucretius , 175. 

Lcjbia, Miftrefs to Catullus, 183. The Sifter of 
Clodius, 184. 

Leucate , 44. - 

Lipftus , his Chara&er of Plautus , 15 1. Of Tibul- 
lus , 226. Of Propertius, 231. Of Seneca, 261. 

Livius Andronicus, the firft Latin Comedian, his 
Character, 149. 

Longinus , his Chara&er of Pindar , 68. Of JEfchy - 
lus , 76. Of Apollonius , 140. 

Lover’s Leafa 45. 

Lucan, his Family, his Birth, 271. His Education 
and Improvement, 272. His Hatred to Neroy 
273. His Death, 275. An Account of bis - 
Works, 276. The Character of them, 

Lucilrusy aPoet, an Account of him, 213. 

Lucretiusy his Family, and Reafon of his Name, 
167. Studies the Epicurean Philofophy, 168. 
His intimate Friends, 168. His Death, and 
the Manner of it, 169, 170. His Addrefs to 
Venus, 170. His Works, 1 7 1, 172. Writ his 
Poem in his Diftra&ion, 173. His Character, 
174, iAc. Compared with Ennius and Vir- 
gil, 178. His Poem is condemned, 180.. 

Lycophron , his Birth, Family and Death, 126, 
127. His Works, 127. The Foundation of 
his Poem explained, 128. Is called the Mud- 
dy and Myfterious, 129. His Character, ' 

Lycurgusy brought Homer’s Works into Greece , 13. 

Lycus 
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Lycus, beloved by Alcaus, 52. Defcribed by 
Cicero , 53. 

Lyriques , Pindar the Father of that Verfe, 68. 
Lyfander , permits the Burial of Sophocles , 83. 

M. 

• 

Macrobius , his Account of Lucretius , 1 75. 

Mata, the Name of VirgiTs Mother, 190. * • 

his Charafter, 185. 

Marti li us, his Character of Theocritus , 123. In 
what Age he lived, 237. His Name, 237. 
Flourifh’d under Augujius , 237. His Family, 
238. His Works, 246. Their Chara&er, 238. 

Is addi&ed to the Stoics , 242. His Knowledge 
in Aftrology, 244. 

Marafus , beloved by Tibullus , 219. 

Marcella , the Wife of Martial , 309. 

Marefius , his Charadter of Propertius , 231. 

Martial , his Character of Virgil , 202. Of Prc- 
pertius , 228. His Birth, intended for the 
Bar, 308. His Works, 309. His Character, 

3 I 3 - 

Meceenas , a Patron to Virgil, 194. 

Medea , a Tragedy of Euripides, 96. 

Meleftgenes , a Name of Homer , 6. 

Memmius , convicted of Bribery, 169. An Ac- 
count of him, 173. 

Menalippus , 4. The Name of a Tragedy, 94. 
Menander , a Writer of the new Comedy, no. 
His Character, 1 14. His Style and Writings, , 
158. 

Mentes , 6. * 

x Mejfala Corvinus , a Patron to Tibullus , 216. 
Metamorphojis of OwW, faid to be copied from 
Par them us, 259. 

Mim- 
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Mimnermus , an Account of him, 228. Is quot- 
ed by Horace , 229. 

Morhojius , his Character of Martial, 313. 

Mullet , the Punifhment of the Mullet , 56. 


N. 

Naples, Virgil ftudies there, 191. 

Natalis , betrays. Sen tea, 265. 

Naugrrius , his Averfion to Martial, 188. And 
to Statius , 296. 

Neara , Miftrefs to Tibullus , 217.. 

Nemefis , Miftrefs to Tibullus , 217. 

TViro, his Ufage of Seneca , 270. His Fondnefs for 
Poetry, 273. 

#• 

O. 

Oft avia falls into a Swoon at the Hearing of 
fome Verfes of Virgil , 196. 

OrtV, the Character of it, 208. Odes of Victory, 
64. ‘ •' 

Odyjfee of Homer, .7. Where compofed, 9. 

■ Oedipus Coloneus , a Tragedy by Sophocles , 82. 

Oldhant , his Judgment of Sappho , 48. 

Oppian , an Account of his Family, and the Place 
of his Birth, 145. Applies himfelf to Poetry, 
146. His Works, tbid. The Manner of his 
Death, ibid. Honours paid to him, ibid. Cha- 
racter, 147. Copied from the Book of 148. 

Ovid, his Character of Alcaus, 54. Of Calli- 
machus, 135. Of Lucretius, 171. His Elegy 
upon Tibullus, 225. His Family, and Begin- 
ning 
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fting of his Studies, 246. His Acquaintance 
with Men of Learning, 247. Addicted to 
Venus , 248. Finilhes his Heroic Epiftles and 
Fajii , 249. He throws his Aletamorpbcjis into 
the Fire, 250. Is banifh’d, 251. The Reafons 
of his Banifhment examin’d, 251. Applies 
in vain to be recalled, 253. Delires his Allies 
might be carried to Rome, 254. His Works 
and their Character, 256, (Ac. Compared with 
Tibullus and Propertius , 257. His Pen dis- 
cover’d, 260. 

P- 

Patti danced at Pindars Birth, 64. 

Paris , a Pantomime Player, 300. 

Particulo, a Friend to Phadrus , 234. 

Paterculus , his Character of Hejiod , 39. Of Te- 
rence 3 1 57 - „ „ ‘ . 

Paul , St. cites an Expreflion from Aratus, 144. 

Paulina , Wife to Seneca, 264. Refolves to die • 
with her Hulband, 266. Is prevented by 
Nero , 267. 

Paufanias , celebrated by Simonides, 101. 

Pericles , rebukes Sophocles for his Love of Boys, 82. 

Per ilia. Wife to Ovid, 247. 

Perrault , his Opinion of Homer , 24. 

Perfius , born at Volterra v 280. Profefles the 
Stoic Philofophy, 281. His Friends, and the 
Manner of his Death, 282. His Works, 282. 
Compared with ^Juvenal and Horace , 283. 
The Reafon of his Obfcurity, 284. Called the 
Blind and Dark Poet, 285. 

Phcedrus , his Account of Simonides , 1 05. A 
Thracian taken Captive by Oflaiius, 233. 

tf oL. If. O Tindtu- 
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Tindtured with V anity, 234. His Character, 
234 ! 

Phenomena, a Poem by Aratus , 143. 

Phaon , beloved by Sappho. 43. An Account 
of him, 43. 

Philemon , his Saying concerning Euripides , 93. 
Philetas, an Account of him, 2 30. 

Pindar , his Birth and Parents, 64. Fed by a 
^ Swarm of Bees, 65. His Guide in Poetry, 

65. Honours paid to him, 65. His Death, 

66. An Account of his Works, 67. Titles 
given him by the Ancients, 69. The Cha- 
radter of his Writings, 70. 

Pijijl ratus, colledted Homer's Works, 14. 

Pifoy an Account of his Confpiracy, 268. 

Pithaus, the firft Publifher of Pheedrus, 234. 

PlatOy recommends AriJlophantSy 113. 

Plautut, his Birth and Parentage, and Reafon of 
his Name, 149. Reduced to grind at a Mill, 

1 50. The Number of his Comedies, 150. 
HisDeath and Epitaph, 15 1. Compared with 
Terencey 152. Condemn’d by Horace, 152. 
Pliny, his Letter concerning Stilus Italicus, 290, 
Concerning Martial , 310. 

Plutarch, condemns Arijlophanes, II4> 

Poetry , a particular Account of it, 149. 

Poggius, the firft Publifher of Manillas, 236. 

Poly crates. Tyrant of Samos, 58. A Friend to- 
Anacreon, 6a, 

Portius Latro , Mafter to Ovid, 246. 

Prifcus, a Friend to Martial, 309, 

Propertius, his Opinion of Callimachus, 134. 
His Family and Acquaintance, 227. His 
Death and Works, 228. Compared with 

Tibul- 
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* Tibullus and Ovid, 230. His Character, 231, 
232. 

Ptolemy Philadelphia , preferves the Originals of • 
the old Tragedians, 96. 

Pytheus , a triumphal Poem made upon him by 
Pindar , 67. 

Q, 

Quintilian, his Character of Pindar , 6ft. Of 
Euripides, 97. Of Simonides , 107. Of Theo- 
critus, 122 j> Of Apollonius, 140. Of Aratus , 
144. Of Terence, 162. Of Lucretius, 175. 
Of Tibullus , 226. Of Lucan , 277. Of 
lerius Fla ecus, 315. 


R. 

Radijh, The Punifhment of the Radifh, 55. 
Rapin, his Charadter of Anacreon, 62- Of Pin- 
dar, 69. Of Mfchylus, 77 . Of Sophocles, 86, 
Of Arijlophanes, 116. Of Apollonius , 140. 

Of Oppian, 147. Of Terence, 163. Of Horace 
208, Of Tibullus, 225. Of Ovid’s Epillles, 
258. Of Seneca, 269. Of S/ 7 t«x Italicus , 292. 
Of Statius, 298. Of Juvenal, 306. 

Rhodope, an Account of her, 42. 

Rimer, his Character of Arijlophanes, 119. 
Rufinus , an Account of him, 331. 

S. 

Salmajius, his Chara&er of /Efchylus, 77. 

Sappho , her Birth, Parents, and Acquaintance, 
41. Her Brothers, 42. Her Marriage and 
O 2 Female 
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, Female Favourites, 43. In Love with Phapn, 

43. Her Death, 45. An Account of her 
Works, 46. TheirChara&er, 42. Two of 
the Name, 48. < • 

Scaliger, his Judgment of Homer, 26. Of Ana- 
creon , 62. Of Arijlophanes , 1 1 8. Of Calli- 
machus, 134. Of Oppian , 147. Of Plautus, 

153. Of Terence, 161. Of Catullus , 189. 

Of Virgil, 109. Of Horace , 209. Of Tibul- 
/z/r, 226. Of Ovid, 256. - Of. Seneca , 261, 

268. Of Lucan, 277. Of Perjius , 28 c, 

, Of Satetius, 297. Of Martial, 313. Of 
. lerius Flaccus, 316. . • • 

Scipio Africanus, a Friend to Terence , 156. 

Selden, calls Ovid a great Canon Lawyer, 258. 

Seneca, born at Corduba, 261. His Family and 
Relations, 262. Is . accufed of Adultery and ' 
banifh’d, 263. Tutor to Afcra, 263. His 
great Riches, ^ 264. The Manner of his Death, 
ibid. He drinks Poifon, 267. ... 

Sicilians, their Refpedl for the Tragedies of Eu- 
ripides, 98. 

Silius Italicus, his Family and the Reafonof his 
Name, 288. He is lent into Afia, 289. 

Is complimented by Martial, 289. Writes 
an Epic Poem, 291. His Works 7 and their 
Chara&er, 292. 

Simonides , preferred to Efchylus, 74. Born at 
Ceos, an Account of his Parents, 100. Won 
the Prize from AZfchylus, 101. Preferv’d twice 
from Death. 101. The Inventor of local Me- 
mory, 102. Saved by a Dream, 102. His 
Advice to Paufanias, 103. Is exceeding co- 
. - vet us, 104. He let the Mtifes out to hire, 10,5. 

His two Trunks, 105. He is ihipwreck’d, hi 

„ Death, 
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.Death, Burial, and Tomb, 106* His Works, 
the Character of them, 107. 

Socrates , an Admirer of Euripides , 89. Severely 
treated by Arijiophanes , 109. 

Sophocles , preferr’d to Mfchylus , 74. His Birth, 
Parents, his Education, 78. Celebrates the 
Victory of Salami s, 79. Inftrudted by /Efcky - 
/«r, 79. Wins the Prize of Poetry from 
A Efchylus , 80. Hercules appears to him in a 
Dream, 8x. Inclines to the Love of Boys, 
81. His Opinion of Women, 82* Accufed 
by his Sons as a Madman, 82. His Death 
and Burial, 83. High Improvement of Tra- 
gedy, 83. His Works, 83. Diftinguifhed 
by Virgil, 84. Emulation between him and 
Euripides , Compared with Euripides, 86. 

Statius, writes in Honour of Lucan’s Birth-Day, 
272. Born at Naples, 294- In favour with Do - 
mitian, 295. Sells a Play to Paris the A6tor, 

296. His Death and Character, 297, tsfc. 

Strabo, his Character of Homer, 17. 

Strada, his Opinion of Lucan, 278. Of Statius 9 

297. 

Style, the Style of Homer, 21 * 

Sulpicia, complimented by Tibullus , 218. 

Sylves , of Statius, their Character, 296. 

T. 

Temple, Sir William, his Account of Homer, 22 , 
Of Virgil, 202 * 

Terence , compared particularly with Plautus, 153, 
An African, 155. His Perfon defcribed, 150. 
And Qualities, 156. At what Time he wrote 
his Plays, 258, Borrows from Menander, 158. 

O 3 The 
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The Succefs of his Comedies, icq. He is fair 
to be aflifted by Scipio and Latins , 1 50. H 
Death, 1 6 1. His Character, 161, 162. His 
Style, 163. . 

Thebaid, a Poem by Statius , 296. 

Theocritus , born at Syracufe , 120. An Account 
of his Idyltiums , 121. Put to a violent Death, 
121. An Account and Character of his Writ- 
ings, 121. Compared with Virgil , 123. His 
Dialed, 124. His Character by Fontanelle, 125. 

Thcfeus , his Reliques brought to Athens , 79. 

Thefpis, 75. The firft who taught Tragedy ac- 
cording to Art, 83. 

Tibullus, his Defcent and the Reafon of his Name, 
215. An Account of his Amours, 216. Ad- 
dicted to criminal Love, 218. Attends Mef- 
fala into Syria , 221. His Epitaph, 221. Fol- 
lows MejJ'ala into Aquitain , 221. No Friend 
to Courts, 223. His Death, 224. His 
Works, 225. 

Timoleon , his Epitaph, by Simonides , 107. 

Tonii , the Place of Ovid’s Banifhment, 251. 

Tragedy, the Definition, Beginning, and Pro- 
grefs of it, 83. 

7 urnebus , his Character of Propertius , 231. Of 
Martial, 313. 

Tyndarides, an Appearance of them, 101. 

• Tytius , beloved b) Tibullus, 219. Familiar with 
Horace, 220. 

V. 

Valerius Flaccus, his Life and Death, 315. Ar 
Account of his Poem, 315. 

V zlgius, a Poet, his Opinion of Terence , . 160. 

* ' Varrt , 

/ 
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Varro, his Charadter of Plautus , 150. Of Terence > 
162. . 

Vavasor, his Character of Perfiusy 286. 

Virgil, compared with Homer , 22u. His Refpe£t 
for Hefiod, 32. For Theocritus, I2T. Copie 
from Apollonius , 140. An Account of his Birtl 
and Defcent, 190. Is fent to Cremona , 191. 

.. His Patrons,, 192. Is in danger of his Life* 
193- The Reafon of his Name, 193. Iscen- 
fujed for the Love of Boys, 194. Writes his 
Georg ids, 195. Writes hiS /Eneid, 196. His 
Death, 197. Orders his /Ends to be burnt, 
197- An Account of his Perfon and Temper, 
198. His Will, ibid. Not infeniible of Love, 
198. His Works and Character, 199, &c. 

Compared with Homer , 200. Honours paid 
him at Rome , 203. 

Umbritius, a Friend to Juvenal , 299. 

VoJJius , his Remark upon Pindar , 65. Upon 
Plautus , 153. Upon Horace , 213. Upon 

Seneca , 261. Upon Perfius , 286. Upon 

Martial , 313. 

' ' ' X. • 

Xenia, not written by Martial, 310. 

Xenaclesy a wretched Poetailer, 93. 

J- 

z. 

an Epicurean, 1 68. 

Zenadotns, Publilhes Homer's Works, 13, 

Zoilus, IQ, I he Reafon and Manner of his 
Death, 2iL 

End of the Index to Vol. L 
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A Drian , addi&ed to Poetry, 23. 

JEf chines^ his Chara&er of Demojihenes , 46. 
Agathias, his Epigram upon Plutarch , 108. 
Agyrium, Diodorus born there, 60. 

Aldus Minutius^ his Character of Paterculus^ 193. 
Alphonfo , King of Arragon , his Efteem for Livy , 
184. * Is cured of a Diftemper by reading of 
Quintus Curtiusy 199. 

Amiternum , Salujl born there, 114. 

Annnonius , Tutor to Plutarch^ 101. 

Anaxagoras , Tutor to Thucydides , 18. 

Annales Vellciani , a valuable Piece of Learning, 


i?5- 

Antipater , his Character of Demojihenes , 41. His 
Saying of him, 44. 

Antiphon 9 
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Antiphon, Matter to Thucydides , l8, 

Apollonius Tyaneeus , a Story of him, 89. 

Appian , his Defcent and Preferments, 77. An 
Account of his Works, 78. Their Character, 79. 
Apr oni anus, the Father of Dio CaJJius, 83.. 

Aratus, his Poem trail dated by Cicero , 157. 
Arnuphisy an Egyptian, 90. 

Arrian , his various Honours and Preferments, 'jr. 
His Writings, 72. Publifhes the Enchiridion of 
Epiftetusy ' 2 $. The Character of his Writings’, 

75i * 

Aftnius Pollioy cenfures the Style of Livy, 185. 

Aug \ujlusy his Funeral, 86. His Character of 
Cicero, 163. 

B. 

Bay ley his Character of T acitusy 216. His Vin- 

• di cation of Suetonius , 244. 

Bibulus, Conful with 'Julius Cetfar, 138. 

Blackwelly his Character, of Pliny , 259. 

Bodinusy his Character of Polybius, 58. Of 
Diodorus, 62. Of Dionyfius , 64. Of Appian, 

79 - 

Soileau, his Account of Arrian, 72. 

Brafidasy overcome by Thucydides , 19. 

• Bruno, fupplies the two drit Books of Quintus Cur - 

tins, 197. 

' C. 

Cedi ’s Secundus Curio , his Character of Appian , 
8ju • 

Calenusy a famous Orator abufed by Dio, 87. 
Cates, a Gentleman of this City, a Story of him 
184. Callijl- 
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Callijlhenes , various Accounts of his Death, 

Callijlratus , encourages Demojihencs in his Studies, 

, * 

Capitolinas , his Character of Herodian , 99. 

Cafaubon , his Account of Polybius , 59. Of Hero- 
dian, 99. Of Tacitus , 221. 

Catiline , his Confpiracy defeated by Cicero , 1 49. 
his Speech againft Catiline , 136. His Say- 
ing of Cicero , 160. 

Catullus , dedicates his Poem to Cornelius Nepos, 
167. 

Chrijlina , Queen of Sweden , her Efteem for Ttf- 
216. 

Cicero, his Character of Herodotus , 8, 21. The 
Place and Circumftances of his Birth, 146. 
Studies under Mutius Scavola , 147. Pleads 
for Rofcius , 147. His Studies and Advance- 

. ment, 148. Pleads againft Verres, and defeats 
Catiline' s Confpiracy, 149. Is banilhed, 151. 
Returns to P <>«<?, i<2. Marries a fecond Wife, 
154. Is profcribed^ 155. And put to death, 
156. His Merit and Character, 156. He 
•tranflates Plato's Timaus , 158. His Studies 
and Travels, 158. A DefcripVon of his Perfon, 
159. His Country Seats, i6q. His great 
Abilities, and Character, 161, &c. 

Clelia , various Accounts of her Adventure, 70. 
Her Story not well told by Livy, 188. 

Clodius , his Attempt upon Pompeia , 134. Is ac- 
cufed and difcharged, 135, 150. 

Colerus , his Character, of Quintus Curtius , 197. 
Of Lucius Floras , 232. 

Conjlaniine the Great, preferves the Works of P<5- 
lybius, 51. 

Cornelius' Nepos, his Birth and Defcent, 166, 
His Friends and Correfpondence, 167. His 

Writings 
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Writings and their Charaiter, 167. HisTafte 
of good Senfe, 1 70. 

Corwey , an Abb}', the Annals of Tacitus found 
there, 230. 

Coftno de Medicis , his Efteem for Tacitus , 216. 

Cojfutia , contracted to Julius Ccsfar y 130. 

Cteftphon , defended by Demojihenes , 45. 

Cyropeediay an Account of that Work, 32. 

D. 

Dares Phrygius , not tranflated by Nepos, 170. 

Decades of Z-A/y, an Account of them, 175. 

Demetrius Phalereus , his Character of Demojihenes , 
4 - 5 * 

Demojihenes , formed himfelf upon the Model of 
Thucydides , 23. His Defcent, 35. Sent to 
School, 36. Refolves to be an Orator, 36. 
Meets with great Difficulties in his Studies, 
the Particulars of them, 36, 37. Is inftruited 
by a Comedian, 39. He pleads againft Philip 
of Macedon , 39. Receives a Prefent from 
Darius , 40. Behaves with Cowardice, 40. 
Is accufed of Bribery and banifh’d, 42. Poi- 
fons himfelf, 42. Honours paid to his Memo- 
ry, 43. His natural Temper and Genius, 43. 
His Character, 43, tzfc. He flouriflied in the 
Reign of Philip of Macedon , 49. 

Dio Cajfiusy born at Niccea , 82. His Dignities, 
83. Is praifed for his Conduit, 84. His 
Hiftory commended, 85. Is accufed of Par- 
tiality, 86. Is cenfured for Superftition and 
Credulity, 88. The Character of his Writ- 
ings, 90. 

Diodorus Siculus , his Birth and Account of his 

Works, 
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Works, 60. The Contents of his Hiftoly, 
61. T he Character of his Writings, 61, &c. 
Diodotus, Mailer to Cicero, 157. 

Dionyfius of HalicarnaJJ'us , his Character of //<?- 
« doius. 9. Of Demojihenesi 45; Of Polybius r . 
5^. His Birth 66. He learns the Latin Ton- 
gue, 66. His Hiflory, 67. His Style, *6 7., 
His Treat ife of Rhetoric, 69. Is ceniured for 
. Credulity, 69. 

Dohibell/i, accufed by yulius C o' far, 133. 

Dryo, Mother to Herodotus , 3. 

E. , . ’ ' ‘ 

Epiftdus , Mafter to Arrian, 71. 

Eratoflhcrtes, 'his Character oCDemoflhenes, 46. 
Eyrefnont , his Character of Petronius ? 21 1. 
Eufebius , his Charadter.of Diodorus , 64. 


Paler , his Character of Lucius Floras, 236. 
pabius Pi ft or, an Hiilorographef, 178. 

Felton, Dr. his Character of Ihucydides , 24. 
Flo?-us Lucius , an Account of him, 231. And 
of his Writings, 232. Is cenfured for his Hy- 
; perboles, 235. 

G. 

Gordon , his Character of Tacitus , 220 .. 

Gregory the Great, a fev.ere Cetifurer ol Livy, 186. 

' y/ax,- the Son of Xenophon,' killed, 28, 


H. 
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H. 

« 

Halicarnajus, Herodotus born there, 3. 

Hegeftpyle, the Mother of Thucydides , 1 6. 

Henry the Fourth of France , his RefpeCt for Ceefar' s 
Commentaries, 144. 

Herenius, kiils Cicero , 156. 

Herodian, his Family, and an Account of his Hifto- 
ry, .92. His Character, 98. 

Herodotus , an Account of his Travels, 2. The 
Place of his Birth and Family, 3. Called the 
Thurian , 3. An Account of his Hiftory, 4. 
Gives the Name of the Nine Mufes to his 
Books, 6. Recites his Hiftory at the Olympic 
Games, 7. The Character of his Hiftory, 8. 
Compared with Thucydides , 9. His Veracity 
difputed, 10. His Character defended, 11, 12. 
An Account of his Writings, 14. He is faid 
to have written the Life of Homer , * 5 - 

Hojlilia , Cornelius Nepos born there, 166. 

I. 

Ifisus, Mafter to Demojlhenes , 36. 

'Julius Ceefar, his Defcent, 130. Pardon’d by 
Sylla , 1 31. Is taken by Pirates, 132. His Beha- 
viour among them, 132. ' Sets up Pompey’s 
Statues, 134. His Reflection upon Alexander 
the Great, 1 34. Speaks in favour of Catiline 
and the Confpirators, 136. Is made Governor 
of Spain , 137. Is flain, 139. * His Works 
and Character, 140, Uc. His Style, 140. An 
Epigram by him, 141. An Account of his Com- 
mentaries, 142. Is compared with Demojlhenes 
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and Polybius , 145. Overcome by the Elo- 
quence of Cicero , 153. 

Jujlin , an Account of his Hiftory, 260. He writes 
under the Reign of Antonins Pius , 261. Is 
cenfured, 262, 

jfujlin Martyr , his Character of Diodorus , 63. 

K. 

Kennet, White , his Character of P//'ny, 257. 

L. 

Lamprius , his Character, 101. 

Lelius, his Friendfhip to Polybius, 58. 

Let:aus, a Grammarian, 119. 

Lipfius , his Character of Thucydidesy 2$. Of P<^- 
bius, 58. Of Paterculus , 191. Of Quintus Cur- 
tins, 197. Of Petronius , 212. Of Tacitus, 
219. Of Suetonius, 240. 

Z/Vy, his Charter of Cicero, 163. His Birth and 
Method of Study, 172. His Death and Cha- 
racter, 173, &V. His Sincerity, 174. An In- 
fcription upon his Tomb, 175. A particular 
Account of his Works, 1 75. His great Parts, 

. 378. ‘The Noblenefs of his Expreflion, 178. 
A great Judge of Decorum, 178. He is cen- 
fured, 185. His Style is blamed, 185. 

Longinus , his Saying of Horodotus , 10. 

Lucian, his Remark upon Herodotus, 5. Many 
of that Name, 109. Born at Samofata , no. 
His Vifion of two young Women, his Profef- 
iion and Death, IIP, & feq. His Character, 

. 112. His Morals, 113. His Style and Learn- 

• ing, 114. Is called Prometheus , 116. 

Lucretia, 
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Lucretia , her Story not well told by Livy, 187. 

Ludovicus Vives, his Chara&er of Diodorus, 62, 

Of Livy, 183. Of Suetonius , 240. 

Lycortus , Father of Polybius , 51. 

Lyxus, Father to Herodotus, 3. 

M. 

Maccius , his Cenfure of Polybius, 56. 

Mammea, the Emprefs, cenfured by Herodiari, q6» 

Marcellinus , his Character of Thucydides, 22. 

Mejfalina , fome Account of her, 204. Her Death, 
223. 

3 //Vo, kills Clodius , l$2. 

Montague, his Character of Diodorus, 61. 

Mothe , La , his Character of Herodotus, 15. Of 
Thucydides , 17 . Of Xenophon , 30. His Ac- 
count of Polybius, 56. Of Diodorus , 6l Of 
Dionyjius, 68. Of Herodian , 54. Of Tad- ' 
21 Q. Of JuJlin, 262. 

Moyne, Le, his Character of Sallujl, 124. 

Muretus, his Cenfure of Suetonius , 243. 

N. 

Neoptolemus, inftrudfa Demojlhenes in Pronunci- 
ation, 39. 

Afen?, fome Account of his Chara&er, 206. 

Nicetes, Tutor to Pliny, 248. 

Nicias , his Character, 18. 

Nicholas, the V. Pope, preferves fome Fragments 
of Polybius, 50. 

Nedotius, fir It publilhes the Works of Petronius, 
214. 
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Ofiavius, applies himfelf to Cicero , 154. 

Oppius, a Friend to Julius Cafar , 143. 

P. 

Padua , Livy born there, 172. 

Paterculus , his Char after of Cicero , 192. His 
Family and publick Offices, 189. His Works 
and their Charafter, 190. ttfc. Is condemn’d 
for Flattery, 191. 

Paul the Third, his Efteem for Tacitus , 216. 

Petronius , his Family, and the Beginning of his 
Studies, 203. His Offices in the State, 205. 

- Is envied by Ligcllinus , 206. Withdraws from 
Nero’s Court, 209. Dies by opening his Veins, 
210. The Chara&er of his Writings, 21 1, 
tsrV. Is cenfured, 213. 

Philip , King of Macedon , his Saying of Demjlhc- 
nes , 46. 

Photius , his Character of Demojlhenes , 48. Of 
Arrian.) 71, 75. Of Appian^ 77. Of DioCaf- 
fius , 90. Of Herodian , 93. 

Phryne , an Athenian Strumpet, 38. 

Pliny) his Account of Herodotus) 5. Of Julius 
Cafar , 1 43. Of Tacitus , 218. His Efteem 
for Suetonius , 238. His Defcent, 246. And 
Education,* 247. His Travels, 248. Com- 
pofes a Tragedy, 250. His Advance- 

ments in the State, 251, &V. His Chara&er of 
the Chriftians, 253. Delivers his Panegy- 
rick, 254. Marries Calphurnia t 256. His 
Writings, 257. And Character, 259. 
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Plutarch , feverely cenfures Herodotus , ii. His 
Birth and Family, ioo. Education, ioi. Tra- 
vels into Egypt , 102. Collects Materials for 
his Writings, 103. His Wife and Children, 
104. Is chofen Archon, 106. The Character 
of his Works, 107’. 

* Volition , his Chara&er of Herodian , 93. Of Sue- 
tonius, 240. 

Polybius , in what Manner his Works were pre- 
. • ferved, 51. Born at Megalopolis , 51. His 
Travels, 52. Is Counfellor to Scipio Jlfri co- 
nus, 53. Copied by Livy, 54. His Character, 
55. An Account of his Works, 58. 

Pompeia , fufpe&ed of Adultery, 135. 

Pontin , his Character of Sallujl, 125. 

Pfylli , an Account of them, 89. 

Pythagora , an infamous Strumpet, 208. ' 

Qt 

Quintilian, his Character of Herodotus , 8. Of 
Thucydides , 25. Of Demojlhenes, 45. Of 
Zr‘aj Ccejar, 1 40. Of Cicero, 163. Of Livy , 
180. Is Tutor to Pliny the younger, 247. 

Quintus Curtius , various Opinions of the Age in 
which he lived, 196. An Account of his 
Writings, 197. His Stories of Alexander cen- 

. fured, 199. Is blamed for his Affectation of 
Eloquence, 200. And for his Negledt of Chro- 
nology, 201. 

R 


Papin, his Character of Herodotus , 10. Of Thucy- 
dides , 22. Of Polybius , 59. Of Appian , 81. 
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Of Sallujl, 127. Of Julius Cafar, 144. Of 
Paterculus , 1 91. Of Quintus Curtius , 198. 
Of Tacitus , 222. 

Rhenanus, firft publifhes the Works of Paterculus , 

I 94* 

Rcjcius , accufed and acquitted, 258. 

S - 

&*//«/?, born at Amiternum, II 7. Is very immoral, 
1 1 8. Expelled the Senate, 119. His Pofts in 
the Government, 120. His Marriage and 
Friends, 12I. His Works and Charafter, 123, 
124, (Ac. 

Samofata , Lucian born there, 1 1 0. 

Scaliger , his Char after of App'tan, 80. 

Sejanus , flatter’d hy Paterculus, 194. 

Selimus, his Refpeft for Cafar’s Commentaries, 
143. 

Seneca, accufed of Luxury and Avarice, 88. His 
Cenfure of Livy, 186. 

Sepiimius Severus, his Life written by Herodian, 
92. Is much applauded, 93. ADefcriptionof his 
Apotheofis , 94. * 

Sigonius, his Charafter of Appian, 80. 

Silius, Gallant to Mejfalina, 223. 

SoJJius Seneca, Patron to Plutarch, 105. 

Stephanas, ftabs the Emperor Domitlan, 89. 
Suetonius, an Account of his Father and Family, 
237. Efteem’d by Trajan , 239. Is turn’d out 
of his Places, 239. His Charafter, 239. Many 
of his Works loft, 241. He is cenfured, 242. 
Is vindicated, 244. 
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Suidas , his Account of Applan , 77. Of /*/«- 
torch , 101. 

his Saying of Julius Cafar, 131. 

T. . 

Tacitus, the Emperor, his Efteem for Tacitus the 
Hiftorjan, 220. 

Tacitus , his publick Employments, 215. An Ac- 
count of his Works, 217. The Character of 
his Writings, 218. His Politicks are falfe, 224. 
His Annals found in Germany , 229. 

Terentia , the Wife of Sallujl , 12 1. % 

Terentia, Wife to Cicero, 149. 

Theodoras Gaza , his Efteem for Plutarch, 107. 

Thucydides, encouraged by Herodotus to write 
Hiftory, 5. Was born at Athens, fome Par T 
ticulars of his Family, 16. Accufed of Athe- 
ifm, 18. Defends the Liberties of his Coun- 
try, 19. Is banifh’d, 19. Compared . with . 
Herodotus , 25. His Style, 25. 

Tigellinus , his Character, 208. A Debauchee in 
Nero's Court, 209. Refolves to deftroy Pe- 
tronius, 210. 

Timon, his Chara&er, 101. 

Timoxena , Wife to Plutarch , 104. 

Toland, his Character of Pliny, 258. 

Trogus , his Cenfure of Salluji and Livy, 127. 
Some Account of him, 260. 


V. 


V alens, a Saying of his, 225. 

Valerius Maximus , his Account of Demojlhenes , 


44. 
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Verona ■> many great Men born there, 167. 
Vopifcus , his Character of yujlin, 263. 

' ‘ x. • 


Xenophon , born at Athens , and recommended to 
27. Writes' the Expedition of Cyrw, 
28. Receives the News- of his Son’s JDeath, 29. 
His Works, 30. , Is called the Atbenian < Mufe > l 
■ 30. A Jealoufy between him and Plato , '31.. 

R efer ves the Hiitory . of Thucydides ^ 31" His 
‘ Works have been the forming of many great 
.Captains,' 33.,: -V* ■ • « ‘ 
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Zen o t Tutor to Cicero , 159. 

Zenobius > tranflates Sallujl into Greek y 122. . 
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